WWW.WOOD.ARMY.MIL/MS CoE

U.S.ARMY MANEUVER SUPPORT CENTER OF EXCELLENCE FT. LEONARD WOOD, MISSOURI

PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE
FORT LEONARD WOOD, MISSOURI 65473

VOICE: 573-563-4145

FAX: 573-563-4012

BY: Melissa Buckley

EMAIL: melissa.k.buckley.2.civ@mail.mil

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Release No. 15-046 March 19, 2015

Best Warrior Competition kicks off at Fort Leonard Wood

FORT LEONARD WOOD, Mo. — Fort Leonard Wood’s Soldiers, Seabees and Marines will
put their top service members to the test during the Maneuver Support Center of Excellence 2015
Best Warrior competition Monday to March 27.

“The Best Warrior Competition is a multi-faceted training event; it builds esprit de corps
between the competitors, tests the physical and mental fortitude of the individuals competing,
and selects the best of the best,” said Staff Sgt. Stephen Whelan, Fort Leonard Wood 2014 Drill
Sergeant of the Year.

Whelan said one of the most important facets of the competition is to realize that, while
individual success of the winners is recognized, the service members represent Fort Leonard
Wood.

“For instance, the Drill Sergeant and Advanced Individual Training Platoon Sergeant of the Year
will represent the drill sergeant and AIT platoon sergeant population of Fort Leonard Wood
specifically,” Whelan added.

As of now, there are about 30 service members who will be competing for the title of Drill
Sergeant, AIT Platoon Sergeant, Noncommissioned Officer, Soldier, Joint Service
Noncommissioned Officer and Joint Service Member of the Year.

- more -
“Competitors are chosen by their chain of command to represent them at their respective
battalion boards. They move on and compete at the brigade level; winners from the brigade
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compete at the MSCoE level for each quarter of the calendar year. Those individuals who
compete and win at the MSCoE level are allowed to compete at the Annual Best Warrior
Competition,” Whelan said.

Whelan said it is an honor to compete in this competition for a number of reasons.

“You are selected by your chain of command because of your abilities, as well as your character
and commitment. However, the greatest honor, in my opinion, is that, as the 2014 Drill Sergeant
of the Year, I get to serve the service members of Fort Leonard Wood,” Whelan said.

During the competition troops will endure complex exams, as their minds and bodies are strained
through four days of strenuous events.

“Competitors will be tested mentally and physically. The competitors will be tested on basic-
Army tasks. By the end of the week, they will be physically and mentally exhausted,” Whelan
said.

Competitors could be evaluated on everything from their combative skills to drill and ceremony
techniques.

“Each event will be available for public viewing. However, we do ask that the public stay back
from the competitors as not to impede them during any event,” Whelan said.

The awards ceremony is planned for 10 a.m., March 27 in Lincoln Hall Auditorium.

The winners of the Drill Sergeant, AIT Platoon Sergeant, Noncommissioned Officer and Soldier
of the Year categories will move on to compete at the U.S. Army Training and Doctrine
Command level. The noncommissioned officer and the Soldier winner will move on to the Army
level competition, if they win at TRADOC.

According to Whelan, planning for this competition started months ago and encompasses
cooperation from every tenant agency on the installation to include the sister-service units.
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Media interested in covering this event, should contact the Fort Leonard Wood Public Affairs
Office at 573.563.4145, no later than 3 p.m., Friday.

About Fort Leonard Wood

Fort Leonard Wood is a thriving and prosperous installation that has evolved from a
small basic training post 70 years ago to a premier Army Center of Excellence that
trains about 80,000 military and civilians each year.



Home to the Maneuver Support Center of Excellence, Fort Leonard Wood now trains
and educates service members and develops doctrine and capabilities for the Training
and Doctrine Command’s U.S. Army Chemical, Biological, Radiological, and Nuclear
School, U.S. Army Engineer School, and U.S. Army Military Police School, three
gender integrated Initial Military Training brigades, and the Army’s largest
Noncommissioned Officers Academy.

Over the past several years, Fort Leonard Wood has received numerous additional
responsibilities to include supporting the 4th Maneuver Enhancement Brigade, a large
Forces Command unit that is responsible for all deployable capabilities at Fort Leonard
Wood. A colonel-commanded Marine Corps Detachment and an Air Force Detachment,
which are both the largest on any Army installation, are located on Fort Leonard Wood;
a large Navy Seabee Detachment and elements of the Coast Guard train here as well.



