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Mass Transit Benefit Program has grown since 2013

FORT LEONARD WOOQOD, Mo - Fort Leonard Wood military and civilian employees
are eligible for a benefit that can help save costs associated with commuting to and from
the installation.

The Mass Transit Benefit Program is a federal program that was authorized in April 2000
requiring federal agencies to provide an incentive program for employees to use public
transportation in their commute to and from work.

Fort Leonard Wood has a vanpool program, and according to Lidia Baker, the program
point of contact for Fort Leonard Wood, the program has grown since its first vanpool
was started in 2013.

"At first, the information was just not getting out," she said. "Now we have 84 people in
12 teams on Fort Leonard Wood. And we are always looking for more"

One rider in Baker's group, Carol Rickerson, has been riding for a little over a year. Her
commute would be 50 miles round-trip without the vanpool, which she sees as a smart
investment.

"(The program) cuts down on my overall expenses," she said. "It just makes sense,

financially, to take advantage of the program. And it's nice to know you are helping the
environment.”
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One passenger was overheard saying that by not driving themselves, they are free to do
other things during the commute. She mentioned it is a chance to relax, make phone calls,
or even sleep.

"Someone else is doing all the driving," she said.

Eligible patrons of the MTBP are active duty military, reserve or National Guard who are
currently serving on active duty, federal civilian employees, and non-appropriated fund
personnel. Currently, contractors are not eligible for the incentive unless their employer
picks up the cost associated with participation, Baker said.

The majority of commuters are coming from Rolla, Dixon, Licking, or Lebanon, with the
farthest driving from Springfield to Lebanon to catch a ride.

The way Baker sees it, is the government is giving her a benefit, so why not put it to use?

"My personal benefit is that my SUV gets to stay parked. It saves miles, wear and tear,
and even saves on my insurance,"” said Baker.

Individuals looking to use this program can contact Baker at 573.563.5138 or by email at
lidia.e.baker.civ@mail.mil.

"Everyone should use this benefit," Baker said. "There will be less traffic coming in and
out of the gates."”
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For more information, contact the Fort Leonard Wood Public Affairs Office at
573.563.4145.

Encl. (1) Photo

Photo Cutline: Two civilian employees participating the in the Mass Transit Benefit
Program are dropped off at General Leonard Wood Army Community Hospital in the
morning. Groups, like this one, vanpool from as far away as Lebanon or Houston to save
on overall out of pocket traveling expenses.

About Fort Leonard Wood

Fort Leonard Wood is a thriving and prosperous installation that has evolved
from a small basic training post 70 years ago to a premier Army Center of
Excellence that trains about 80,000 military and civilians each year.

Home to the Maneuver Support Center of Excellence, Fort Leonard Wood now
trains and educates service members and develops doctrine and capabilities for
the Training and Doctrine Command’s U.S. Army Chemical, Biological,



Radiological, and Nuclear School, U.S. Army Engineer School, and U.S. Army
Military Police School, three gender integrated Initial Military Training
brigades, and the Army’s largest Noncommissioned Officers Academy.

Over the past several years, Fort Leonard Wood has received numerous
additional responsibilities to include supporting the 4th Maneuver Enhancement
Brigade, a large Forces Command unit that is responsible for all deployable
capabilities at Fort Leonard Wood. A colonel-commanded Marine Corps
Detachment and an Air Force Detachment, which are both the largest on any
Army installation, are located on Fort Leonard Wood; a large Navy Seabee
Detachment and elements of the Coast Guard train here as well.



