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Media Advisory No. 11- 069							June 14, 2011

Fort Leonard Wood Deploys Unit to	 Afghanistan 
						 
When:	Thursday June 16, 2011, from 7:30-8:00 p.m.

What:	509th Engineer Company deploys in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. 

Who:	Members of the 509th Engineer Company, 5th Engineer Battalion, 4th Maneuver Enhancement Brigade from Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri

Where:           Springfield-Branson National Airport, 5000 West Kearney
   
[bookmark: OLE_LINK7][bookmark: OLE_LINK8]Significance:	THE 509TH ENGINEER COMPANY TRACES ITS ROOTS BACK TO 1942.  IT HAS BEEN INACTIVATED AND RE ACTIVATED THREE TIMES.  MOST NOTABLY HERE AT FORT LEONARD WOOD IN MAY 2003 THE 509TH ENGINEER COMPANY IS CREDITED WITH PARTICIPATING IN THREE CAMPAIGNS:  WORLD WAR II, VIETNAM, AND IRAQ, DURING WHICH IT WAS AWARDED THREE MERITORIOUS UNIT COMMENDATIONS AND THE REPUBLIC OF VEITNAM CIVIL ACTION HONOR MEDAL, FIRST CLASS.

The Company has deployed three times in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom in 2003, 2005, and 2008.

The 509th Engineer Company is trained in and performs all three aspects of Combat Engineering namely; mobility, counter mobility and survivability in support of the fighting force.  The 509th will conduct Route Clearance operations in support of Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan while deployed.
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[bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK6]Reporters interested in covering this event should contact the Fort Leonard Wood Public Affairs Office at 573-563-4145, NLT 15 June 2011.
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