MILITARY POLICE OPERATIONS

WHAT THE DUTIES HAVE BEEN FOR MILITARY POLICE TO GIVE YOU A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT MAY BE EXPECTED OF YOU IN THE LINE OF DUTY. 

I WILL BEGIN WITH WORLD WAR I AND CONTINUE THROUGH SOME OF THE MORE RECENT OPERATIONS. 
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· UNITED STATES ENTERED WORLD WAR I 

APRIL 1917

ONLY A FEW MILITARY POLICE UNITS.

IN HAWAII AND THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS.

· FIRST UNITS CREATED IN AMERICA---PLATOONS WITH TWO INFANTRY DIVISIONS. 

· WHEN AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE ARRIVED IN FRANCE- EARLY SUMMER 

· PROVOST MARSHAL, BRIGADIER GENERAL HARRY BANDHOLTZ 

· BEGAN ORGANIZING A CORPS OF MILITARY POLICE. 

· HE FORMED THESE DIVISIONS:

1. MILITARY POLICE- ENFORCE MILITARY LAW

2. PRISONER OF WAR- HANDLE AND PROCESS POWS

3. CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION- CONDUCT INVESTIGATIONS 


THIS LATER DEVELOPED INTO THE CID

4. CIRCULATION- CONTROL TRAFFIC, REFUGEES, TROOPS AND CIVILIANS IN AND BEHIND THE BATTLE AREAS. 

· MPS PERFORMED THEIR DUTIES AT: 

1. BASE STATIONS

2. IN TROOP REST AREAS

3. AT PORTS WHERE SUPPLIES AND SOLDIERS ARRIVED AND DEPARTED

4. IN LARGE CITIES AND SMALL TOWNS

5. WITH COMBAT DIVISIONS

6. IMMEDIATELY BEHIND THE FRONT LINES

7. ON THE TRAINS AND 

8. ON THE ROADS.
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COMPANY OF DIVISION MPS--UNDER THE COMMAND OF THE TRAIN DIVISION AND MOVED WITH THE DIVISION. THESE DIVISION MPS SOMETIMES FOUGHT IN COMBAT.

SUMMER OF 1918--GERMANS LAUNCHED OFFENSIVE ALONG THE MARNE RIVER, SOME 3RD DIVISION TROOPS BROKE AND RAN, LEAVING A HOLE IN THE LINES. THE 3RD DIVISION MPS FILLED IN THE HOLE AND HELD THE GERMANS BACK.

 AND A FEW WON MEDALS FOR THEIR BRAVERY. 

   SERGEANT THOMAS COOKSEY AND CORPORAL JOE MAY----WITH COMPANY B, 315TH TRAIN HEADQUARTERS AND MILITARY POLICE 

ATTACHED TO THE 90TH INFANTRY DIVISION. 

ON NOVEMBER 5, 1918, THEY WERE DIRECTING VEHICLES TO THE FRONT LINES DURING THE MEUSE-ARGONNE OFFENSIVE. 

THEIR POSTS, NEAR THE FRONT, SOON CAME UNDER HEAVY ARTILLERY FIRE AND STRAFFING ATTACKS BY GERMAN AIRPLANES. 

COOKSEY AND MAY DISREGARDED THE HAZARDOUS SITUATION AND CONTINUED TO DIRECT TRAFFIC.

 THEY ALSO REMOVED OBSTACLES PLACED IN THE ROADS, AIDED WOUNDED MEN AND MAINTAINED AS MUCH ORDER AS POSSIBLE. FOR THIS THEY RECEIVED THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS. 

SLIDE #3

· TRAFFIC CONTROL

ONE OF THE MOST CRUCIAL OF THEIR DUTIES.

THIS WAS BATTLEFIELD CONTROL

1. MAINTAINED ROAD CHECK POINT

2. MANNED THE INTERSECTIONS AND WERE POSTED ALONG THE SUPPLY AND TRANSPORTATION ROUTES. 

3. DIRECTED VEHICLE AND PEDESTRIAN TRAFFIC

4. CONTROLLED THE FLOW AND EVEN REPAIRED SHELL HOLES IN THE ROADS. 
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· CIRCULATION CONTROL 

MAINTAINED CONTROL OF THE MOVEMENT OF PERSONS INCLUDING REFUGEES, CIVILIANS AND SOLDIERS. 

DID THIS BY:

· CHECKING PASSES

· ENFORCING “OFF LIMITS” RESTRICTIONS

· PREVENTING CIVILIANS FROM ENTERING SECURITY OR COMBAT AREAS

· DIRECTED REFUGEES TO SAFE PLACES

SLIDE #5

· WATCHED FOR STRAGGLERS AND DESERTERS WHOM THEY DETAINED

· SOME STOOD GUARD AT TRAIN STATIONS AND 

· OTHERS CHECKED THE LEAVE AND HOSPITAL

TRAINS FOR UNAUTHORIZED PASSENGERS. 
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· SOME SCOUTED ROADS AND ROAD SYSTEMS TO PLAN TRAFFIC AND MOVEMENT OPERATIONS 

· OTHERS SERVED AS MOTORCYCLE COURIERS. 

· PROVIDE INFORMATION

THE MPS WERE EXPECTED TO PROVIDE INFORMATION TO SOLDIERS AND CIVILIANS ABOUT THE LOCATION OF MILITARY UNITS, SUPPLY POINTS, REST AREAS, RESTRICTED PLACES AND OTHER AREAS. 
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· ENFORCE LAW

ENFORCED REGULATIONS AND MILITARY LAW. 

1. ENFORCED SUCH REGULATIONS AS “NO TROTTING OR RIDING DRAFT HORSES”, UNIFORM REGULATIONS

2. ENFORCE CURFEWS

3. MONITORED PLACES THAT SOLD ALCOHOL

4. WORKED WITH THE FRENCH POLICE

5. ARRESTED PROSTITUTES FOR MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS

6. APPREHENDED SOLDIERS IN THE HOUSES OF PROSTITUTION, AND 

7. EVEN PROVIDED GUARDS FOR THE PROPHYLACTIC STATIONS SET UP IN THE URBAN AREAS. 

· PROTECT SUPPLIES

ALSO ASSIGNED THE DUTIES OF: 

1. PROTECTING THE SUPPLY ROUTES

2. RIDE THE SUPPLY TRAINS AND 
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3. PROVIDE MOUNTED ESCORT GUARD DETAILS FOR WAGON TRAINS OF SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT. 
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· PRISONERS OF WAR

1. SOME MPS TRAVELED TO THE DIVISION AREAS AND PICKED UP THE POWS TO ESCORT THEM TO DETENTION FACILITIES.

2. ESCORT GUARD UNITS PERFORMED THESE DUTIES AND EVEN GUARDED THE POWS AT THE ENCLOSURES AND ESCORTED THEM ON WORK DETAILS. 

3. BY 1919, THERE WERE 122 MP ESCORT GUARD COMPANIES. 
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4. THERE WERE UNITS TO PROCESS THOSE POWS AND GUARD THEM. 

5. MPS ALSO MAINTAINED THE ARMY STOCKADES FOR SOLDIERS UNDER ARREST.

WHAT DID THESE MEN WORK WITH?
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VARIOUS UNITS SUPPLIED WITH: 

1. HORSES

2. LIGHT CARS

3. 1 AND 2 TON TRUCKS

4. BICYCLES AND 

5. MOTORCYCLES- HARLEY-DAVIDSON AND INDIAN CYCLES. 
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· ALL OFFICERS AND MANY NCOS--ARMED WITH:

M-1911, .45 AUTOMATIC PISTOL

· ENLISTED MEN WERE USUALLY ARMED WITH 1903 OR 1917 MODEL .30 CALIBER SPRINGFIELD RIFLE AND BAYONET. 

BY THE WAY- THERE WERE NO PRIVATES IN THE MP CORPS OF WORLD WAR I, THE LOWEST RANK WAS PRIVATE FIRST CLASS. 
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WORLD WAR II

   AS IN WORLD WAR I, THERE WERE TWO MAJOR CATEGORIES OF MPS IN WORLD WAR II- DIVISIONAL AND NON-DIVISIONAL. 

WHEN MP CORPS WAS FORMED IN SEPTEMBER 1941, 3 BATTALIONS AND 4 COMPANIES IN EXISTENCE AND THERE WERE 23 PLATOONS WITH COMBAT DIVISIONS. 

· BETWEEN 1941 AND 1946 THRE WERE AT LEAST 174 MP BATTALIONS AND OVER 450 COMPANIES, NOT INCLUDING THE 85 PLATOONS WITH ARMY DIVISION AND HUNDREDS OF SPECIAL UNITS.
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THE TYPES OF MP UNITS INCLUDED:

REGULAR BATTALIONS AND COMPANIES

ZONE OF INTERIOR AND AUXILIARY

SERVICE BATTALIONS AND COMPANIES

ESCORT GUARD UNITS

POW PROCESSING UNITS

POW COMPANIES

DEPOT GUARDS

TRAFFIC UNIS

COUNTER-INTELLIGENCE UNITS

AVIATION MPS
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MP PLATOONS WITH COMBAT DIVISIONS

DIVIDED INTO FOUR SECTIONS:

SECURITY

TRAFFIC

POW 

COMMAND POST
ACCOMPANIED DIVISION INTO COMBAT AND WAR ZONES. 
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ON 7 MARCH 1945, MAJOR CLAIR THURSTON, WITH THE MP PLATOONS OF THE 9TH ARMORED AND 1ST INFANTRY DIVISIONS FOUGHT THEIR WAY THROUGH GERMAN LINES TO ARRIVE AT THE LUDENDORF BRIDGE AT REMAGEN. THEY CAPTURED THE BRIDGE, WHICH WAS THE ONLY ONE OVER THE RHINE RIVER. BY DAWN THE TROOPS AND SUPPLIES BEGAN CROSSING UNDER HEAVY GERMAN FIRE. THIS CONTINUED FOR FIVE DAYS AND MPS EXPOSED THEMSELVED TO THE INTENSE FIRE. MAJOR THURSTON RECEIVED THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS FOR HIS HEROIC ACTIONS. 
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PRIMARY DUTIES OF MPS:

· TRAFFIC CONTROL

CONTROL FLOW OF:

1. VEHICLES

2. SUPPLIES 

3. PEOPLE

ACCOMPLISHED BY:

1. OCCUPY INTERSECTIONS

2. DIRECT TRAFFIC
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IF YOU THINK TRAFFIC CONTROL IS EASY??????
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3. GUIDE CONVOYS

4. PROTECT CONVOYS

5. PATROL MAIN SUPPLY ROUTES

6. ESTABLISH ROADBLOCKS

7. MAN CHECK POINTS

8. BE AWARE OF MOVEMENT ON AND BEHIND BATTLEFIELD

USE M-20 ARMORED VEHICLE
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· PRISONERS OF WAR OPERATIONS

OCCUPY MUCH TIME

PROCESS:

1. CAPTURING UNIT DELIVER POWS TO DIVISIONAL COLLECTION POINT

2. POW SECTION OF DIV. MPS TAKE CHARGE

3. ESCORT GUARD CO. TRANSPORT TO REAR IN EMPTY SUPPLY TRUCKS

4. DETAINED, INTERROGATED AND PROCESSED BY POW UNIT

5. OTHER ESCORT GUARD UNIT TAKE THEM TO DOCK, ACROSS OCEAN AND U.S. DELIVER TO POW CAMP. 
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6. BY 1945- OVER 750,000 IN OVER 600 CAMPS IN U. S. 

7. ABOUT 1,670,000 HELD OVERSEAS.
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· CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION


MAILY CID= INVESTIGATE CRIMES.

· RECONNAISSANCE

OFTEN RECON AREAS

CHECK ROADS AND BRIDGES FOR ROUTES

1944- 10TH ARMORED DIV. MPS LED COLUMN FROM METZ TO LUXENBOURG AT NIGHT IN HEAVY RAIN, OVER UNFAMILIAR ROADS. 
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· PROVIDE SECURITY

ON HOMEFRONT- MPS

GUARD:

1. WAR FACTORIES

2. MILITARY INSTALLATIONS
3. UTILITY SITES
4. MATERIAL
5. NATURAL RESOURCES
6. KEY PERSONNEL
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OVERSEAS:

1. TRAINS

2. TRAIN YARDS

3. SUPPLIES

4. EQUIPMENT- IN TRANSIT AND IN PORTS AND HARBORS

5. CRITICAL SITES
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· LAW ENFORCEMENT

ENFORCE ARTICLES OF WAR AND ARMY RULES AND REGULATIONS

1. RETURN STRAGGLERS TO UNITS

2. INVESTIGATE TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS

3. CONFINE U. S. PRISONERS/CIVILIANS

4. ARREST DESERTERS AND AWOL

5. CONTROL BEHAVIOR OF REFUGEES

6. ENFORCE CURFEWS

7. ENFORCE UNIFORM REGULATIONS

8. ENFORCE OFF LIMITS

9. CONTROL BEHAVIOR OF GI’S

10. MONITOR PROSTITUTION, GAMBLING AND ALCOHOL
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· COMBAT

AMPHIBIOUS INVASIONS- MPS IN ONE OF FIRST THREE WAVES

CRITICAL THAT THEY:

1. GET FOOT AND VEHICLE TRAFFIC OFF BEACH

2. SET UP POW COLLECTION POINT

3. CONTROL REFUGEES

4. FIGHT THE ENEMY
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· SOME MPS REQUIRED TO PAINT WHITE:

1. LEGGINGS

2. HELMETS

3. GLOVES

4. EQUIPMENT

· EQUIPMENT

FEW ISSUED .45 CALIBER COLT AUTOMATIC PISTOL.

SOME BOUGHT THEIR OWN PISTOL WHILE OTHERS TOOK THEM OFF POWS OR DEAD ENEMY SOLDIERS.

MOST CARRIED .30 CALIBER M-1 GARAND RIFLE OR THE .30 CALIBER M-2 CARBINE. 
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PREFERRED WEAPON WAS THE .45 CALIBER THOMPSON SUB MACHINEGUN. SOME MPS BORROWED THEM FROM TANK CREWS FOR AN OPERATION. 
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MANY UNITS ISSUED INDIAN/HARLEY-DAVIDSION MOTORCYCLES. USED FOR:



CONVOY ESCORT



RECON



COURIER SERVICE

***************************************
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KOREAN WAR- 1950-1953

WITHIN DAYS OF THE INVASION BY NORTH KOREA ON 25 JUNE 1950- MPS IN KOREA. SOME THERE ON OCCUPATION DUTY. 

THEIR BASIC DUTIES WERE THE SAME AS IN WORLD WAR II- BUT DIFFERENT CHARACTER.

SOME OF THE MOST SEVERE WEATHER—HEAT AND COLD.

TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT

REFUGEE CONTROL

PORT SECURITY

TRAIN ESCORTS

POW ESCORT AND PROCESSING
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729TH MP BATTALION- FOUR COMPANIES

AT EACH TOWN THEY WERE ASSIGNED, AS THE LINES FLUCTUATED: 

1. PATROL TOWN

2. OPERATE INFORMATION CENTER

3. CONTROL TRAFFIC

4. PREVENT CRIMES

5. RECOVER STOLEN PROPERTY.
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OTHER DUTIES:

1. USING M-20 ARMORED VEHICLE- CONVOY ESCORT

2. RECON ROADS

3. PLAN CONVOYS

4. POLICE THE AREA

5. CONTROL REFUGEES

6. PROTECT THE “GREEN DIAMOND” HIGHWAY- MSR
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AFTER THE CHINESE ENTERED THE WAR IN NOVEMBER 1950- MP DUTIES ENLARGED

MPS CLEARED ROADS AND SECURED THEM FOR THE WITHDRAWL TO PORT CITY OF HAMHUNG.
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772ND MP BATTALION- IN HAMHUNG

1. PATROL TOWN- LAW AND ORDER

2. OPERATE POLICE STATION

3. HANDLE POWS 

4. PATROL PERIMETER

5. OPERATE STOCKADE

6. TRAFFIC CONTROL

7. PROVIDE SECURITY
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8. GUARD MAIN SUPPLY ROUTE

9. CONTROL REFUGEES

10. PROVIDE CONVOY ESCORT 
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58TH MP COMPANY

STATIONED AT INCHON HARBOR

1. STATIONARY POSTS- GATE AND PERIMETER

2. MOTOR PATROLS OF PORT AREA

3. HARBOR BOAT PATROLS

4. INVESTIGATION OF CRIMES

5. CUSTOMS INSPECTIONS

6. SECURITY FOR CARGO TO DESTINATION
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55TH MP COMPANY OF THE 96TH MP BATTALION


JUNE 1951


IN SEOUL, KOREA


DUTIES:

1. MAINTAIN LAW AND ORDER IN THE CITY
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2. TRAFFIC CONTROL

3. MAINTAIN CHECK POINTS

4. CONTROL LARGE AMOUNT OF REFUGEES

5. MONITOR BRIDGE TRAFFIC

6. CONDUCT MOTOR PATROLS FOR LAW AND ORDER AND SECURITY. 

7. INVESTIGATE TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS AND CRIMES
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519TH MP BATTALION

IN PUSAN, TAEGU, SEOUL, KAESONG AND PYONGYANG

1. SUPERVISED WITHDRAWL FROM SEOUL- DEC 1950

2. GUIDED AND CONTROLLED 1 MILLION REFUGEES
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3. ESTABLISHED SECURITY

4. FOUGHT NORTH KOREAN GUERRILLAS IN HILLS
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5. PROVIDED CONTROL FOR THE “RED DIAMOND” HIGHWAY- A MSR- MAIN SUPPLY ROUTE- 400 MILES OF ROADS
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WEAPONS- SAME AS WWII
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DURING THE WAR, MOST ENEMY POWS HELD ON KOJE-DO ISLAND, OFF SOUTHERN COAST OF KOREA.
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MANY MP UNITS ASSIGNED TO THE ISLAND COMPOUNDS. MOST GUARDED AND CARED FOR POWS
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289TH MP COMPANY


SECURITY FOR ENCLOSURES


DEFENSE OF THE ISLAND


ARMORED CARS- PATROL PERIMETER


SCOUT FOR GUERRILLAS


CATCH ESCAPED POWS IN HILLS.
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VIETNAM CONFLICT

THIS WAS ONE OF THE TOUGHEST- LONGEST WAR IN AMERICAN HISTORY.

SOUTH VIETNAM WAS DIVIDED INTO FOUR CORPS AREAS, FROM I CORPS NEAR AT THE DMZ IN THE NORTH, THROUGH II CORPS OF THE CENTRAL HIGHLANDS, III CORPS OF THE SAIGON AREA AND IV CORPS OF THE MEKONG DELTA. 

MILITARY POLICE PERFORMED THE NORMAL DUTIES EXPECTED OF MPS AND CONDUCTED TACTICAL OPERATIONS DESIGNED TO NEUTRALIZE OR DESTROY THE ENEMY AND SECURE AN AREA. 

DIVISIONAL MPS

MILITARY POLICE IN VIETNAM WERE REQUIRED TO PERFORM MORE DUTIES THAN BEFORE. 

DIVISION COMPANIES

4TH INFANTRY DIVISION MP COMPANY

· MAINTAINED TRAFFIC CONTROL POSTS AND OPERATED MOTOR PATROLS IN THE DIVISION AREA

MOTOR PATROLS IN ARMORED JEEPS

· POW COLLECTION POINTS- ON AXIS OF ADVANCE

· ESCORT CONVOYS OF 100-150 TRUCKS

USE V-100 ARMORED VEHICLE

· DEFENSE OF COMMAND BASE

9TH INFANTRY DIVISION MPS

· PERFORMED TRAFFIC AND PEOPLE CONTROL

· LAW ENFORCEMENT

· PATROLLED ROADS

· HANDLED POWS AND DETAINEES IN 3 COMPOUNDS

· CONVOY ESCORT

· VILLAGE RAIDS

· CORDON AND SEARCH OPERATIONS

· LEAFLET DISTRIBUTION

· SUPPORT ORPHANAGE

CIVIL AFFAIRS- WIN THE HEARTS AND MINDS…

ALL OTHER MP UNITS PLACED UNDER THE 18TH MP BRIGADE IN 1966. UNIFIED COMMAND.

PRIMARY DUTIES:

· MAINTAIN DISCIPLINE AND CONTROL CONDUCT OF MILITARY 


AT ALL BASES, POSTS AND IN TOWNS AND 

CITIES

· PERFORM RECON PATROLS

1. LOCATE ENEMY

2. POTENTIAL AMBUSH SITES

3. ROUTES FOR CONVOYS

4. PRISONER EVACUATION ROUTES

· PROVIDE INTELLIGENCE TO COMMAND

· COMBAT PATROLS- LOCATE AND DESTROY ENEMY

· SEARCH AND SEIZE CONTRABAND, DRUGS, STOLEN PROPERTY AND ENEMY WEAPONS/SUPPLIES

· RAIDS ON ENEMY LOCATIONS

· FIGHT URBAN TERRORISM

· OPERATE FOOT AND MOTOR PATROLS TO 

1. ENFORCE LAWS

2. TRAFFIC CONTROL

3. CONTROL STRAGGLERS AND APPREHEND DESERTERS

· CONDUCT CONVOY ESCORT SECURITY

THE MOST HAZARDOUS DUTY

· COURIER SERVICE

· SECURITY OF THE LINES OF COMMUNICATION

· CONTROL CIVIL DISTURBANCES

· PERIMETER SECURITY


SENTRY DOGS

· PORT, HARBOR AND RIVER SECURITY

· GUARD AMERICAN MILITARY PRISONERS

· HANDLE, PROCESS AND GUARD POWS

WEAPONS AND EQUIPMENT

V-100S

TWIN ELECTRICALLY FIRED M-60, 7.62 MM MACHINE GUNS. 

M-16 .223 CALIBER RIFLE

.38 AUTOMATIC PISTOL

12 GAUGE RIOT SHOTGUN

M-79 GRENADE LAUNCHER

M-60 MACHINEGUN

