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   01 July 2002

MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION

SUBJECT:  701ST Military Police Battalion Policy Memorandum #6 – Health and Welfare Inspections

1.  References.

a.  AR 190-20, Searches, Seizures, and Disposition of Property.

b.  AR 210-10, Administration.

2.  Purpose.  To prescribe the policy for health and welfare inspections.

3.  Responsibility.  Health and welfare inspections are conducted to eliminate all hazards to the health and welfare of personnel in US Government controlled facilities.  Company commanders will determine the thoroughness and frequency of inspections.  These inspections also provide an excellent opportunity to check the serviceability and readiness of individual clothing and equipment.

4.  Policy.

a.  Commanders will conduct at least one health and welfare inspection each quarter.  Additional inspections may be conducted as necessary.

b.  Inspections will be unannounced, conducted under the direction of the commander and will involve officers and senior noncommissioned officers within the unit.

5.  Procedures.

a.  Immediately before the inspection, all personnel will be removed from the barracks area and informed of the inspection.  Commanders will thoroughly brief all personnel who are to conduct the inspection.  Briefings will include an explanation of what hazards to look for, what the order of inspection will be, and how to handle confiscated items.

b.  Prior to inspecting the soldier’s property, the soldier will report to the inspector at the barracks.  While the soldier observes, the inspector will conduct the inspection IAW the commander’s guidance.

c.  Personnel conducting an inspection are responsible for using prudence and care in handling the property of the individual being inspected.  Inspectors may remove property from containers in order to inspect the contents.  Reasonable efforts must be taken to neatly place the inspected property so that the owner will not have great difficulty in replacing it.  During the conduct of the inspection, the inspectors will explain to the personnel being inspected what corrective action is to be taken for each deficiency found.

d.  All confiscated materials will be channeled to the appropriate agencies for reuse or evidence as appropriate.  The Company Commander will dispose of contraband not required for evidence.

e.  Commanders will ensure that the provisions of this policy are followed.  Commanders will personally monitor the inspections.  At the conclusion of each inspection, a written summary of results will be forwarded to the Commander, 701st MP Battalion.

f.  Military working dogs may be utilized when directed by the commander to assist in the conduct of a health and welfare inspection.

6.  Prohibited Items.

a.  Spoiled food.

b.  Fire hazards such as burning incense, candles, or any open flame.

c.  Any explosive substance.

d.  Any military weapon, or part thereof, ammunition, or explosive, unless specifically authorized by proper authority.

e.  Outdated prescription drugs.

f.  Any illegal drugs.

g.  Alcohol, except beer and wine as permitted for personal consumption.

h.  Any military property not authorized in the billets; not limited to, but including items removed from Government Vehicles such as basic items, property from dining facilities, excess CTA 50-901, or any other military property, not individually hand receipted for.

i.  Any type of electrical hazard such as an overloaded circuit or improperly insulated conductor of electricity.

j.  Any neglected and dirty clothes, which may serve as a breeding place for bacteria, fungi, or other hazardous biological agent.

k.  Any physical condition of living quarters, or graphic presentation which is deemed by proper authority to be prejudicial to the maintenance of good order and discipline of this command.

l.  Any other tangible object which presents a threat to health and welfare.

m.  Safety items such as missing handrails, loose stair steps, burned-out lights, broken windows/mirrors and broken electrical fixtures.

7.  Failure to obey this policy may constitute a violation of Article 92, UCMJ or other applicable provisions and could lead to punitive action under the UCMJ.

8.  ASSIST BY EXAMPLE!

     signed


     LTC, MP

                                                                             Commanding
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