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MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION

SUBJECT:  Battalion Policy Letter #53: Weapon Security

1.  Reference:


a.  AR 190-11, Physical Security of Arms, Ammunition, and Explosives (AA&E), dated 02 Dec 98.


b.  Fort Leonard Wood Reg. 700-2, Logistics, Ammunition Supply Point Operating Procedures, dated 19 May 00.

2.  Purpose:  To establish procedures for security of AA&E while in transit and during field training exercises.

3.  Responsibilities:  Unit commanders/Cadre are responsible for ensuring security of AA&E while in transit and when not in the possession of an individual.  Unit commanders/Branch Chiefs are also responsible for making sure their personnel understand the requirements of AR 190-11 for storage and transportation of AA&E.

4.  Security Requirements:  The following minimum-security procedures will be taken when transporting weapons:


a.  Whenever Category IV AA&E (i.e., 9mm-caliber pistol) are transported on post, an armed guard is required.


b.  Movement of Category II AA&E (i.e. M16s, M60 machine guns) will require an armed guard (SGT or above).


c.  The armed guard will draw a 9mm-caliber pistol from the weapons warehouse along with 5 rounds of ammunition.  These personnel must have a current qualification on the weapon they are carrying and be fully briefed on use of force.


d.  When classes are in a bivouac or a FTX area, all weapons not in the possession of an individual will be locked in a weapons rack and under armed guard.  The weapons rack will be secured to an object so the combined weight exceeds 500 lb with a series 200 locks.  The cadre 

will retain control of the keys to the rack(s) while transporting them.  During an FTX, the cadre at the CP will retain keys.  Students will not be used as weapons guards unless they are a SGT or above and qualified with the weapon carried.  Soldiers guarding weapons will know the exact number of weapons they are guarding.  Guards will be alert and always able to constantly view and monitor all weapons.


e.  Cadre will not “give” weapons, to include the 9mm pistol, to another cadre member for use or safekeeping. All transfers of weapons will be done on a weapons control log sheet (FLW Form 97) with the receiving cadre member acknowledging full responsibility for the weapons security.

5.  Administrative Accountability:


a.  The senior cadre member will maintain accountability of all weapons at all times.  The number of weapons issued to the unit/class will be verified prior to movement to the field/range. Any additions or turn-in of weapons will be reported as they occur.


b.  A physical count of all weapons will be conducted by the cadre prior to end of the training, at end of day, and immediately upon wake-up.  If any discrepancies between these counts and the number of weapons issued are noted, a serial number inventory will be conducted. The Battalion S-2 will be notified of any lost weapon immediately. If a weapon is determined lost during non-duty hours, the Brigade SDNCO will be notified immediately.  The battalion commander will then determine if a 15-6 investigation should be initiated.


c.  Individual(s) returning to the rear for sick call, emergencies, etc., will turn their weapon(s) into the cadre at the bivouac/FTX site.  A weapons control log sheet (FLW Form 97) will be used to reflect the turn-in and re-issue.  The weapon(s) will be locked in a weapons rack and guarded IAW paragraph 4.


d.  Soldiers other than para 5c above, will have their weapon in their physical possession at all times.  The only exceptions will be if a cadre member has directed weapons to be placed together such as stack arms or grounding, guarded, or for training purposes such as placing weapons on firing points.  Under these exceptions, the weapons will be under constant surveillance.

6.  Other items requiring security and accountability.  Although not considered a form of AA&E, protective masks, night vision goggles; global positioning systems will be properly secured and accounted for IAW paragraph 3 through 5 above.  All discrepancies or losses will be reported immediately.

7.  Adherence to AR 190-11 and the above procedures will ensure that the security and accountability of our weapons is maintained.  Other than the safety of our soldiers nothing is more important than the control of arms, ammunition and explosives.  I expect 

commanders/cadre to take appropriate actions to ensure these policies are enforced and that weapons security is a constant priority.

8. POC is the Battalion S-4 section at 6-1233.


Signed

LTC, MP

Commanding
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