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                           01 July 2002

MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION

SUBJECT:  701st MP Battalion Policy Memorandum #35- Participation in Extremist Groups

1.  Reference.  AR 600-20, Army Command Policy

2.  Scope.  This policy applies to all personnel assigned or attached to the 701st MP Battalion.

3.  Policy.

a.  Extremist groups are inconsistent with the responsibilities of military service.  The Army Regulation does not prohibit mere membership or receiving literature in the mail.  However, the Army strongly discourages membership in extremist groups as incompatible to military service.  It is a violation of Army Regulation to participate in demonstrations, attend meetings in uniform, conduct fund-raising activities, recruit or train members, organize or lead such groups, distribute literature on or off the installation, or participate in activities in violation of regulations or law.  Military personnel will not participate in organizations that espouse extremist causes; create discrimination based on race, creed, color, gender, religion, or national origin; or advocate the use of force or violence in efforts to deprive people of their civil rights.

b.  Leaders within the battalion will be alert to identify soldiers who may be part of extremist groups.  Leaders must educate soldiers as to the Army’s policy of fair and equitable treatment; counsel and advise soldiers that membership in extremist groups can be taken into consideration when evaluating overall performance, selection for leadership positions, or initiating reclassification actions.  Depending upon the specific facts surrounding any violation of Army policy on extremist groups, separation or UCMJ action may be warranted.  Soldiers identified as active participants or associated with extremist groups will be counseled and ordered to cease the unauthorized activities.

c.  Questions from news media will be referred to the Installation Public Affairs Office.

4.  The chain of command is available to assist soldiers and leaders in resolving issues involving extremist groups.

5.  Failure to obey this policy may constitute a violation of Article 92, UCMJ, or other applicable provisions and could lead to punitive action under the UCMJ.

6.  ASSIST BY EXAMPLE!


signed


LTC, MP
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