
The United States Army Engineer School recently 
received a copy of the 1922 Field Engineering 
Manual as a generous donation from COL Brian 
Hathaway, Director, Capability Development and 
Integration Directorate, Maneuver Support Center 
of Excellence, Fort Leonard Wood. The text depicts 
the new methods for tactical engineer operations 
that were developed from the American 
Expeditionary Force’s experiences in World War I. 
Amongst other techniques outlined in the manual 
are detailed cross-sections of defensive trench 
construction as well as methods for siting in 
defensive positions. Some other topics covered 
include engagement area development, 
constructing lines of communication, and 
survivability construction for corps-sized elements. 
This text illustrates a rich part of the Engineer 
Regiment’s history and provides invaluable insight 
into the methods and practices of pre-World War II 
U.S. Army Engineers. 








