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FATALITY BULLETIN

02-01
Situation:

A Fort Leonard Wood Soldier died Jan 2, 2002, as a result of injuries sustained while operating a privately owned vehicle.   He was driving on a two-lane state highway and, as he attempted to pass another vehicle, lost control and overturned.  He and his passenger were ejected from the vehicle.  The passenger was seriously injured but survived.

Causes and contributing factors:

Police reports indicate neither occupant was wearing a seat belt.   Speed and loss of control were the main factors causing the crash.

Recommended Control Measures:

-  When driving two lane highways, watch your speed.  There is no room to make corrections once you've lost control.

-  Watch for drivers crossing the center line and be prepared to brake and pull to the right if necessary.

-  Never pass another vehicle unless you are certain it's safe to do so.  If there is any doubt, stay where you are and be patient.

-  If you have someone following you too closely, pull over at a safe location and allow them to pass you.

-  Maintain a speed where you are in complete control of your vehicle at all times.  Speed limit signs show the maximum safe speed during daylight hours and dry pavement. If other conditions exist,  slow down and drive appropriately.

-It is important to follow safe driving procedures.  Failure to do so can bring on tragedy that will last forever.   Don’t take chances.
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For additional information on preventing motor vehicle accidents please see the MANSCEN Safety web page at http://www.wood.army.mil/safety
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