FATALITY


FATALITY BULLETIN 00-01
A Fort Leonard Wood Soldier died 31 March 2000, as a result of injuries sustained when she was struck by an automobile.  The soldier was struck by the privately owned vehicle while she was walking next to Route 66, St. Robert, Missouri, just before midnight.  She and three other soldiers were near the highway but a safe distance from it.  For an unknown reason, the vehicle left the road, striking the soldier. She died from injuries caused by the impact.  It appears the soldier did nothing to cause or contribute to the accident.  Even so, this is a good time to review pedestrian safety rules, to help prevent future accidents.  Some key safety rules for pedestrians to follow include the following:

    -  Walk facing traffic.  This way, you can see danger coming, if a car begins to drift off the road toward you.  Walk as far away from the road as is reasonably possible.  If a car swerves off the road, it will be less likely to strike you.  Avoid walking next to roads that have narrow road shoulders or on roads that are curvy.  Vehicles are more likely to leave the road on curves.

    -  Always be alert.  It only takes a second for a fatal accident to occur, and staying alert can sometimes help prevent one.

    -  Avoid wearing dark clothing when walking at night.  It is best to wear reflective material of some sort and to carry a flashlight or, at least, light-colored clothing.  It is often very difficult for drivers to see pedestrians dressed in dark clothing.  Be aware that rain or fog limit visibility for drivers, making them less likely to see you.  Use extra caution during these times.

    -  Only cross streets at crosswalks or traffic signals.  Always use caution.  Remember that drivers will not always see you and stop.   Never attempt to walk or run across interstates.  The speed of vehicles and traffic volume make doing so extremely dangerous.

    -  Do not wear headphones when walking beside roads, unless you are on a sidewalk.  They can prevent you from hearing warning signs, such as honking horns or screeching brakes.

    -  When you are under the influence of alcohol, do not walk along roads and streets.  You are far more likely to make a dangerous mistake, if you have been drinking.  The same is true of drugs, including some over-the-counter medications.  Ensure that friends who have been drinking stay completely away from roads.  Give them a ride, or arrange for a ride for them.

    -  Avoid walking next to roads which have bars or other establishments that serve liquor, especially during late Friday or Saturday evenings, when there is a greater likelihood of drinking drivers being on the road.

It is important to follow safe pedestrian procedures.  Failure to do so can end in a disaster.  It is always serious, and often fatal, when a moving vehicle contacts a pedestrian.  Don’t take chances.
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