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MEMORANDUM FOR  SEE DISTRIBUTION

SUBJECT:  Minutes of the MANSCEN 4th Quarter Occupational Safety and Health Advisory Council (OSHAC)

1.  A meeting of the Occupational Safety and Health Advisory Council (OSHAC) was held in the Command Briefing Room 25 July 2001, commencing at 0930.  The meeting was chaired by MG Aadland, Commanding General, USA Maneuver Support Center.  Ms. Julie Johnston, MANSCEN Safety Office, called the meeting to order.  The slides for the presentation are enclosed.

2.  All of the members of the OSHAC were in attendance.

3.   MG Aadland opened the meeting by thanking all the OSHAC members for coming and encouraging them to listen to three accident reviews and consider the causes and contributing factors and think of ways of how they can prevent these accidents from happening in their organizations.

4.  COL Mitchell presented a briefing on the Dental Command Mouth Guard Program.  This briefing included a background summary of dental injuries that occurred prior to the start of the program and identified the activities and locations associated with these injuries.  COL Mitchell indicated that the program has been instrumental in preventing dental injuries and showed the financial impact of what one mouth guard cost [$1.10] in relationship to provider visits [$204,000].  The OSHAC members agreed it was a cost saving program.  See slides 3 through 8.

5.  COL Hobbs briefed the after action report of a Marine Corps Detachment fatal accident.  The briefing included a synopsis of the accident with photographs of the accident scene.  The accident, which involved a Logistics Vehicle System wrecker, was the result of the soldier over correcting his steering after running off the right shoulder of the road.  This caused his vehicle to cross the center line and run off the other side of the road where his vehicle hit a tree.  COL Hobbs said the major contributing factors included lack of driving experience and actual practical application and that long term initiatives will be to review course content in an attempt to address concerns of training Marine reserves to drive the wrecker.  See slides 9 through 18.

6.  LTC Drolet briefed the after action report of A/169th Engineer Battalion fatal accident.  The briefing included a synopsis of the accident with photographs of the accident scene.  The accident involved a Privately Owned Vehicle.  Cause of accident is still under investigation.  Sequence of events prior to the accident indicates the soldier consumed alcohol.  MG Aadland asked how much alcohol was involved in the accident and LTC Drolet explained that alcohol was involved but that test results have not been completed.  See slides 19 through 30.

7.  LTC Tennison briefed the after action report of HHD, 795th Military Police Battalion non-fatal accident.  The briefing included a synopsis of the accident with photographs of the accident scene.  The accident, which involved a Dodge 3500 at the compost site (TA-28), was the result of soldier inattention and “been there, done that” thought process.  The soldier transported leaves to compost site and the truck became stuck in the mud.  Unknown to the driver, the vehicle exhaust system ignited the dry leaves and grass beneath the vehicle and destroyed the truck.  The driver attempted to extinguish flames with water from a 

nearby puddle.  MG Aadland asked how many miles the vehicle had on it.  LTC Tennison said the vehicle was new.  MG Aadland asked if anyone had comments.  COL Curry asked what was in the puddle and how did it get there?  LTC Tennison said that they did not know what was in the puddle, possible flammable liquid.  Recommendations were made to have fire extinguishers added to TMP/GSA dispatch checklist to ensure they were put in all 
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TMP/GSA vehicles.  MG Aadland told Mr. Morrissey to add fire extinguishers to the checklist at TMP.  See slides 31 through 46.
8.   Ms. Johnston, MANSCEN Safety Office, briefed the threat assessment for the upcoming 90 to 120 days.  She addressed back to school safety, holiday safety; soldier safety skills in the prevention of heat related injuries, and lightening protection.  COL Graham commented on the importance of clarifying the terminology being used to classify heat injuries and said that she provided a handout addressing this issue at the last Command and Staff meeting.  MG Aadland asked her to further distribute the handout.  LTC Schweitzer stated he disagreed with the Safety Office recommendations for using facilities as lightning protection.  LTC Schweitzer stated he did not believe the use of shelters as lightning protection was appropriate and that our personnel would be better protected by going to an open area and assuming the lightning protection position.  Mr. Fanning stated that he disagreed with LTC Schweitzer about the protection offered by shelters and he noted that the Safety Office conducted a comprehensive survey of each range and training area.  Mr. Fanning also noted that the survey provided commanders and directors with a recommended location for primary and secondary protection for each range and training area.  LTC Schweitzer rebutted this survey and suggested the issue be re-looked.  Mr. Fanning recommended to the Commanding General that we continue with the survey as the primary guidance for lightning protection and that we continue to look for improvements.  MG Aadland agreed and asked Mr. Fanning to elaborate on how to use the public folders where the safety survey is located.  Mr. Fanning explained how to get to the public folders.  See slides 47 through 51.

9.  Mr. Fanning briefed the new process for funding Risk Assessment Codes 1 and 2.  See slide 52.

10.  Ms. Johnston opened the meeting to discussion from members.  There were no additional comments.

11.  The Commanding General’s closing comments once again stressed the importance of safety and accident prevention.  He reiterated the importance of commanders and directors taking lessons learned from the accident reviews back to their own organizations and ensure these lessons are disseminated down to the lowest level.

12.  The next OSHAC meeting is scheduled for 24 October 2001 at 0930 in the Command Briefing Room.

13.  Point of contact is Ms. Julie Johnston at 596-0116.  
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