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                   15 February 2001

MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION

SUBJECT:  Minutes of the MANSCEN 2nd Quarter Occupational Safety and Health Advisory Council (OSHAC)

1.  A meeting of the Occupational Safety and Health Advisory Council (OSHAC) was held in the Command Briefing Room 17 Jan 01, commencing at 0937.  The meeting was chaired by MG Aadland, Commanding General, USA Maneuver Support Center.  Mr. Fanning, Council Secretary, called the meeting to order.  The slides for the presentation are enclosed.

2.  All of the members of the OSHAC were in attendance.

3.  MG Aadland opened the meeting with by encouraging OSHAC members to “Think Safety”.  

4.  LTC Tennison briefed the after action report of a Military Police One Station Unit Training (OSUT) accident.  The briefing included a synopsis of the accident with photographs of the accident scene.  The accident, which involved a HMMWV rollover, was the result of soldier inattention and horseplay.  MG Aadland asked if seat belts were worn in the accident.  LTC Tennison replied that they were worn.  MG Aadland commented that it is very difficult to roll a HMMWV and asked about soldier punishment.  LTC Tennison answered that the soldier was given Letter of Reprimand.  MG Aadland further commented that if the HMMWV was a soft top rather than a hard top, the outcome would be much different.  MG Aadland asked the council members to use this accident as a deterrent for future accidents and to “stomp their feet” to get soldiers attention.  

5.  LTC Cumbo followed LTC Tennison with an after action report of a Law Enforcement Command (LEC) accident.  The briefing included a synopsis of the accident with photographs of the accident scene.  The accident involved Military Police soldiers on routine patrol who rolled a Jeep Cherokee.  The accident occurred at 0253.  MG Aadland asked what the soldiers were doing in the area at 0253 and if the time played a roll in the accident.  LTC Cumbo described the LEC patrol routes and replied that the soldiers were in the area driving a routine route.  The driver was showing a new soldier the route near the CDTF when the accident occurred.  MG Aadland commented after viewing the accident scene slide that it did not appear to be a rough area and he questioned whether the soldier was travelling at 20 mph.  He further asked if there were drugs or alcohol involved to which LTC Cumbo replied “No influence.”  MG Aadland further commented that he believes that driver inattention or driver error caused the accident and this would be a good example to share with others as a lesson learned. 
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6.  Mr. Fanning, MANSCEN Safety Director, presented a statistical analysis of class A thru C accidents, minor injuries, and a fatal accident breakdown.  

       a.  MG Aadland asked if Ft Leonard Wood statistics would be higher for FY01 compared to past fiscal years.  Mr. Fanning replied that he believed they would due to better reporting by the units.

       b.  COL Van Horn asked why there was only one Army Motor Vehicle accident on the slides when two were briefed.  Mr. Fanning stated that the statistics were thru Dec 31, 1999 and only one of the reports had been received by that time.  CSM Farley asked why it took so long to receive the report.  Mr. Fanning stated that the units have 30 days to get the report to the MANSCEN Safety Office.  MG Aadland requested that future slides reflect the quarter the accident occurred not the reporting date.  The enclosed slide presentation has been changed to reflect this data.

       c.  COL Rollinson commented on the Fatal Accident slide.  He stressed to the council to ensure their soldiers and family members are aware to always hunt with a buddy.  

       d.  BG Johnson commented during the minor injury slides that he believes that a major contributing factor to these injuries are the wrong shoes.  He believes the Post Exchange and the 43rd AG are selling/giving the wrong shoes.  The shoes are improperly labeled as stability vs. motion controls shoes.  A soldier with a good foot and arch can wear a stability shoe.  A soldier with a flat arch needs to wear a motion control shoe. COL Himsl and COL Graham vowed to follow-up on the issue.  

       e.  COL Rollinson brought up the condition of the roads and running in the dark on roads laden with pot holes and cracked and uneven roadways.  MG Aadland countered by saying that although we are working on providing more lighting, running in the dark is not a good idea.  He suggested units adjust their running routes. 

       f.  MG Aadland commented on slips, trips and falls in the barracks.  He suggested that units get non-slip mats for the showers.  LTC Coffelt stated that the Chemical Brigade had already done so.

       g.  Lastly, MG Aadland emphasized to the Council that the cold weather was not over and to continue the vigilance to prevent cold weather injuries.

7.  Ms. Jana Brooks, MANSCEN Safety Office, briefed the threat assessment for the upcoming 90 to 120 days.

       a.  CSM Farley asked about lightning protection on the ranges.  There was some discussion on which buildings should be used for protection in the case of a lighting storm.  COL Rollinson asked about the status of grounding and providing lighting protection to the metal buildings at 
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the ranges and training areas.  MG Aadland requested the Risk Assessment Code (RAC) for these buildings.  Mr. Fanning stated that the buildings were on the Installation Training and Management Plan.  MG Aadland also stated that personnel on the ranges and training areas need to know what to do and where to go when lightning threatens.  CSM Farley asked that the Safety Office provide a safety alert that clears up the questions concerning lightning.  The alert is currently being developed. 

       b.  CSM Farley requested that information regarding changing batteries in smoke detectors and carbon monoxide alarms be placed in the post newspaper.

8.  Mr. Fanning opened the meeting to Discussion from members.  The following comments were made:

        a.  CSM Robinson asked if there was a better way to share accident information from military police, chemical, and engineer soldiers in the field.  There was some discussion from the Council regarding feedback from the field.  Mr. Fanning noted that a wrap-up had been done for the Engineer Branch but not for the Military Police and Chemical Branches.  This is a project that will be completed in the future as manpower permits.  As part of future OSHACs, Army trends will be identified.

        b.  BG Johnson reiterated his concerns about the improper running shoes being given to soldiers at Fort Leonard Wood.  NOTE:  BG Johnson visited the 43rd AG and Post Exchange following the OSHAC.  He found that stability shoes were mislabeled as motion control shoes at both locations.  He spoke with LTC Karch and the AAFES manager to have the labeling corrected.  

9.  The Commanding General’s closing comments once again stressed the importance of safety.

10.   Point of contact is Ms. Jana Brooks at 596-0116.  
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