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U.S. ARMY MANEUVER SUPPORT CENTER AND FORT LEONARD WOOD

320 MANSCEN LOOP STE 316

FORT LEONARD WOOD, MISSOURI  65473-8929
REPLY TO

ATTENTION OF


ATZT-S  (385-10a)








MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION

SUBJECT:  Minutes of the MANSCEN 1st Quarter FY 02 Occupational Safety and Health Advisory Council

1.  A meeting of the Occupational Safety and Health Advisory Council (OSHAC) was held in the Command Briefing Room on 24 October 2001, commencing at 0930.  The meeting was chaired by MG Aadland, Commanding General, U.S. Army Maneuver Support Center.  Ms. Jana Brooks, MANSCEN Safety Office, called the meeting to order.  The slides for the presentation are enclosed.

2.  All of the members of the OSHAC were in attendance.

3.  MG Aadland opened the meeting by thanking all the OSHAC members for coming.  He praised all personnel involved in handling the hospital incident where a package was found in the library.  MG Aadland further stressed the “Don’t Walk By” philosophy, encouraging everyone to take action when something is at odds. 

4.  LTC Haskins presented a summary of the two heat injuries his battalion suffered during the prior quarter.  

     a.  LTC Haskins began with the injury to PVT Raybuck.  MG Aadland questioned how the unit concluded that PVT Raybuck was running a temperature and was sick before the incident.  LTC Haskins stated that he had an upper respiratory infection like so many other soldiers during this time frame.  LTC Haskins believes that ventilation problems in the barracks are a significant cause of the high number of upper respiratory infections.  MG Aadland asked if PVT Raybuck was treated with water and ice at the scene.  LTC Haskins answered that the PVT received the appropriate treatment at the scene for a heat injury including cold water, wet towels, unbuttoning of clothes, etc.  BG Stephen Curry, USAMPS CMDT, pointed out the value of the battle buddy.

     b.  LTC Haskins followed the PVT Raybuck briefing with a report on PVT Sipes, the second heat casualty.  After LTC Haskins discussed PVT Sipes’ case, COL Graham discussed the internal procedures for soldiers’ admittance to the hospital.  She pointed out that if the patient’s condition changes after the admission, no call is placed back to unit.  COL Graham commented on the good front line measures and stressed not to be afraid to call the ambulance.  

     c.  MG Aadland pointed out the similarities between the two cases and reminded everyone about the NFL football player who died during practice.  He asked what systemic changes were initiated following these incidents.  LTC Haskins provided that the Company Commander and Drill Sergeants are now asking the privates which of their buddies are too sick to continue training. 
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 In addition, LTC Haskins readdressed the ventilation systems in the barracks.  COL Graham included that FLW had the only acute respiratory disease outbreak in TRADOC.  We have not given any Adenovirus injections because the vaccine has not been produced recently.  LTC Haskins asked if Combat Life Savers should administer IVs on all heat injuries on Fort Leonard Wood.  COL Van Horn asked if it had not been decided in the past that Combat Life Savers could not lay IVs.  COL Graham stated that on Fort Leonard Wood, Combat Life Savers are qualified to administer IVs.  However, she pointed out that hyponatremia could be an issue if everyone immediately received an IV.  In addition, she commented that if an over-hydrated person received an IV, they could develop congestive heart failure.

5.  MG Aadland then welcomed Mr. Struckmeyer, FLW Game Warden, and reminded everyone that he requested hunter safety be an issue for the council because of the two hunting accidents involving military personnel last year.  Mr. Struckmeyer provided information on hunting safety including the 10 commandments of hunting safety.  He elaborated on each of the commandments.  Finally, Mr. Struckmeyer provided a synopsis of each of the hunting accidents and their causes.  For the second accident, LTC Vasta asked if hunting season did not open until the next day, why was the hunter already out?  Mr. Struckmeyer stated that the hunters were hunting for wild boars.  He explained that, in Missouri, wild boars are not considered wildlife and can be hunted all year.

6.  MG Aadland concluded the meeting stressing that units should have already completed their cold weather injury training.  He also concluded that everyone should take the hunter safety commandments back to their units.  Finally, MG Aadland stressed that the buddy system applies to everything that was discussed during the council meeting and that the buddy system is the first line of defense and can save lives. 

7.  The next OSHAC meeting is scheduled for 24 January 2002 at 0930 in the Command Briefing Room.

8.  Point of contact is Ms. Jana Brooks at 596-0116.  
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