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Military police to test readiness during
active-shooter training exercise

FORT LEONARD WOOQOD, Mo. — An active-shooter training exercise is scheduled Tuesday
and Wednesday at Fort Leonard Wood.

The purpose of the exercise, hosted by the 92nd Military Police Battalion, is to provide realistic
training to Soldiers, first responders and the emergency management team, to improve
prevention, response, threat mitigation and recovery capabilities in the event of a mass casualty
incident.

“It is imperative that the 92nd MP Bn. exercises this scenario, because when operating in a
complex world, military police Soldiers need to be prepared to respond to the unknown in an
array of incidences,” said Lt. Col. Chad Goyette, 92nd MP Bn. commander.

“Maintaining a high level of readiness will ensure that if an incident such as an active shooter
arises on this installation, the 92nd MP Bn. can provide the best prepared men and women to
respond appropriately, while maintaining security of the public and the installation,” Goyette
said.
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The MP’s role in this exercise is to respond as realistically as possible and to demonstrate the
Directorate of Emergency Services and Fort Leonard Wood’s proficiency level for handling such
an incident, according to Goyette, whose battalion provides law enforcement to Fort Leonard
Wood.

Military police Soldiers will put their active-shooter training to the test and assist in identifying
the readiness of the unit and the Fort Leonard Wood community, Goyette added.

According to Don Rose, DES deputy, access-control points on post will not be impacted during
the readiness exercise.

“Portions of the Maneuver Support Center of Excellence may be cordoned off, especially on the
Hoge Hall side, where the exercise is taking place,” Rose said.

Motorists should pay attention for safety officials who may be directing traffic in and around the
MSCOoE area, he added.

Goyette said there are procedures that the general public should be aware of and practice.
“The best practices, recommended by DES for staying safe and assisting law enforcement in this
situation, is for civilians to try to remain calm and remain in place and avoid the area(s) affected

by the active shooter if at all possible,” Goyette said.

The best response for those directly involved in an active-shooter scenario is to evacuate, hide
and only take action as a last resort, Goyette said.

“Regardless of their proximity to the situation, the public should obey all police commands, and
avoid quick and sudden movements along with pointing and screaming. This will aid law

enforcement in assessing the scene and responding directly to the threat without being
distracted,” he added.

“These exercises provide great benefit for the community as a whole,” he said. “Scenarios such
as active shooter, aid in familiarizing the community on proper procedures and better prepares
the installation for such a critical incident.”

In addition to continually improving training and refining military police Soldier skills, the
exercise can be a deterrent for possible future incidents, he added.
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For more information, contact the Fort Leonard Wood Public Affairs Office at 573.563.4145.

About Fort Leonard Wood



Fort Leonard Wood is a thriving and prosperous installation that has evolved from a
small basic training post 70 years ago to a premier Army Center of Excellence that
trains about 80,000 military and civilians each year.

Home to the Maneuver Support Center of Excellence, Fort Leonard Wood now trains
and educates service members and develops doctrine and capabilities for the Training
and Doctrine Command’s U.S. Army Chemical, Biological, Radiological, and Nuclear
School, U.S. Army Engineer School, and U.S. Army Military Police School, three gender
integrated Initial Military Training brigades, one of only four reception stations in the
Army, and the Army’s largest Noncommissioned Officers Academy.

Over the past several years, Fort Leonard Wood has received numerous additional
responsibilities to include supporting a colonel-commanded Marine Corps Detachment
and an Air Force Detachment, which are both the largest on any Army installation, are
located on Fort Leonard Wood; a large Navy Seabee Detachment and elements of the
Coast Guard train here as well.



