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Fort Leonard Wood has power
New training area home to Power Line Distribution Course

FORT LEONARD WOOD, Mo. - Fort Leonard Wood is now the home of the Power Line
Distribution Course, making the post’s Prime Power School the Army’s training institute for
medium voltage power production and distribution.

A cable cutting ceremony Tuesday officially opened the four-acre training area surrounding the
Prime Power School.

“The mission of electrical power production and distribution is a potentially dangerous one. It is
of the utmost importance that our Soldiers be armed with all the skills required to conduct their
mission to provide power line distribution in support of the Army and our nation’s priorities in
the safest manner possible and under some of the most challenging conditions imaginable,” said
Lt. Col. David Hibner, U.S. Army Prime Power School commandant.

Soldiers with the military occupational specialty of 12P-Prime Power Production Specialist and
12Q-Power Distribution Specialist, already come to Fort Leonard Wood’s Prime Power School
for their yearlong training.

Both MOSs fall under the 249th Engineer Battalion, which is part of the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers.

Starting this month, selected Soldiers will be able to get their lineman additional skill identifier
of U4 by staying on Fort Leonard Wood an additional eight weeks.
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The course is scheduled to train 24 noncommissioned officers per year, as there are normally
three classes of eight students.

“The PLDC-U4 course provides the knowledge and skills necessary to safely install and
maintain medium voltage electrical power distribution systems in support of contingency
operations and humanitarian support missions worldwide,” said Sgt. 1st Class Rustin “Nemo”
Owen, Power Line Distribution Course.

By moving the Power Line Distribution Course from Sheppard Air Force Base, Texas, to Fort
Leonard Wood, Owen said the power line distribution specialists — with the additional skill
identified of U4 — can now finish their schooling in one place, saving valuable time and money.

“The savings for the Army is estimated to be up to $304,000 per year,” Owen said.

According to Owen, another benefit of having the course on post is now the Army can control
the course’s curriculum and will be able to quickly adapt to changing requirements.

Hibner thanked several organizations for bringing the course to Fort Leonard Wood and one
person in particular, Owen.

“There is one person who deserves credit above all others for making this course a reality. He is
a noncommissioned officer whose vision of this course actually began many years ago and who
was personally responsible for making it a reality today,” Hinder said.

“My sincere thanks and gratitude go out to Sgt. 1st Class ‘Nemo’ Owen — who’s
professionalism, tenacity, vision and organization skills were so instrumental in taking this
course from a concept to a fully functional and credentialed military education institution,”
Hinder added.

The PLDC-U4 program is regionally accredited, and all graduates will meet Occupational Safety
and Health Administration and industry standards.

Graduates will be certified by the Southeast Lineman’s Training Center, Trenton, Georgia.
Owen said the 94th Engineer Battalion, 249th Engineer Battalion and the Fort Leonard Wood
Directorate of Public Works assisted with construction efforts.
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For more information, contact the Fort Leonard Wood Public Affairs Office at (573) 563.4145.
(Melissa Buckley is a Guidon photojournalist)

About Fort Leonard Wood

Fort Leonard Wood is a thriving and prosperous installation that has evolved from a
small basic training post 70 years ago to a premier Army Center of Excellence that
trains more than 80,000 military and civilians each year.



Home to the Maneuver Support Center of Excellence, Fort Leonard Wood now trains
and educates service members and develops doctrine and capabilities for the Training
and Doctrine Command’s U.S. Army Chemical, Biological, Radiological, and Nuclear
School, U.S. Army Engineer School, and U.S. Army Military Police School, three gender
integrated Initial Military Training brigades, and the Army’s largest Noncommissioned
Officers Academy.

Over the past several years, Fort Leonard Wood has received numerous additional
responsibilities to include supporting the 4th Maneuver Enhancement Brigade, a large
Forces Command unit that is responsible for all deployable capabilities at Fort Leonard
Wood. A colonel-commanded Marine Corps Detachment and an Air Force Detachment,
which are both the largest on any Army installation, are located on Fort Leonard Wood;
a large Navy Seabee Detachment and elements of the Coast Guard train here as well.
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