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FLW library hosts speaker in conjunction with Civil War sesquicentennial
FORT LEONARD WOOD, Mo. – 
The Bruce C. Clarke Library at Fort Leonard Wood is planning to hold a special presentation from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m., Thursday, in Lincoln Hall Auditorium, to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the American Civil War. William Garrett Piston, co-author of “Wilson’s Creek: The Second Battle of the Civil War and the Men Who Fought It,” is scheduled to speak at the event.  Piston’s talk will focus on the second battle of the Civil War. The event is free and open to the public. 

Piston is a native of Johnson City, Tenn.  He received his bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Vanderbilt University, and he has a doctorate degree from the University of South Carolina.  Since 1988 he has been a member of Missouri State University Department of History, where he specializes in American military history, the Civil War and Reconstruction. 

-30-
Biography William Garrett Piston 
William Garrett Piston is a native of Johnson City, Tennessee.  He received his B.A. and M.A. degrees from Vanderbilt University and his Ph.D. from the University of South Carolina.  Since 1988 he has been a member of the Department of History at Missouri State University, where he specializes in American military history and the Civil War and Reconstruction. 
Piston is the author or co-author of three books and more than two dozen articles.  His major works are Lee’s Tarnished Lieutenant: James Longstreet and His Place in Southern History, a revisionist history of a controversial Confederate general, and Wilson’s Creek: The Second Battle of the Civil War and the Men Who Fought It, a detailed narrative of the campaign and battle that helped determine the fate of Missouri.  Wilson’s Creek won the Missouri History Book Award from the State Historical Society of Missouri in 2001.
Piston is an associate editor for North & South magazine and is active in a variety of local and national organizations, including the Society for Military History, the Society of Civil War Historians, and The Longstreet Society. 

