
Sweden 

Facts and Statistics 

Location: Between Finland and Norway in Northern Europe, bordering the Baltic Sea, Gulf of Bothnia, 
Kattegat, and Skagerrak. 

Capital: Stockholm. 

Climate: temperate in south with cold, cloudy winters and cool, partly cloudy summers; subarctic in north. 

Population: 9,031,088 (July 2007 est.). 

Ethnic Make-up: indigenous population: Swedes with Finnish and Sami minorities; foreign-born or first-
generation immigrants: Finns, Yugoslavs, Danes, Norwegians, Greeks, Turks. 

Religions: Lutheran 87%, other (includes Roman Catholic, Orthodox, Baptist, Muslim, Jewish, and 
Buddhist) 13%. 

Language in Sweden 

The official language of Sweden is Swedish and it is spoken by the majority of individuals living in Sweden. 
One of two key minority languages is Saami, which is spoken in the Northern regions of Sweden and finally 
Finnish. There are also a number of Romanies in Sweden who speak in Romani.  

Swedish is not only the official language of Sweden. It is also one of the official languages of Finland.  

Influences on the Swedish language have come primarily from Latin, German and Danish.  

Swedish Culture and Society 

Lutheran 

The Church of Sweden professes the Lutheran branch of Christianity and it has a membership of almost 7 
million people; making it the largest Lutheran Church globally. Although over 75% of Swedish citizens are 
members of the church, only 2% regularly attend church services.  

The Ethnic Make-up of Sweden 

The indigenous population of Sweden is comprised of Swedes with Finnish and Sami minorities. Foreign-born 
or first-generation immigrants are typically of Finnish, Danish, Norwegian, Greek and Turkish ethnicity.  

 

http://www.kwintessential.co.uk/language/about/swedish.html

