
commissioned Officers, 

and Army Civilians can 

accomplish in the New 

Year.  My holiday wish is 

that all of the 43rd Adjutant 

General (Reception) Battal-

ion Families relax and en-

joy the holiday season al-

ways keeping safety in the 

forefront of our minds. 

Soldiers, Civilians and fam-

ily members of the 43d, 

43rd Adjutant General Bat-

talion is winding down our 

2012 with some amazing 

accomplishments.  As a 

direct result of the hard 

work and dedication of our 

Drill Sergeants and Cadre; 

our battalion has medically 

and administratively proc-

essed over 23,687 Initial 

Entry Trainees and Prior 

Service Soldiers this year; 

what an accomplishment 

for the Army!  I also want to 

take the time to recognize 

all of the 43rd AG BN for 

their phenomenal support 

of the Army Study to As-

sess Risk and Resilience in 

Service Members.  In this 

research, the Army in con-

junction with the University 

of Michigan was able to 

obtain a 92% participation 

rate for this study, ulti-

mately providing the Army 

with substantial information 

to enhance Army programs 

improving resiliency in Sol-

diers.  Great work to all the 

Company Command 

Teams, Agencies, and 

supervisors that accommo-

dated this research study 

and continued to excel at 

mission accomplishment!  

As we look forward into 

2013 I see this battalion 

working diligently on our 

mission in support of those 

training units across post; 

CSM Freno and I are confi-

dent in the professionalism 

and commitment of our 

team; and are excited to 

see what our Officers, Non-
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Greetings, Soldiers, Civil-
ians, and Family members 
of 43D Adjutant General 
Battalion.   

Wow, have we had a lot 
going on!  The holidays are 
a time to be thankful for all 
the blessings we have re-
ceived during the year. 
With that spirit, we have 
several folks we need 
thank for outstanding 
achievements.  First we 
want to thank the many 
personnel that dressed up 
and competed for best 
Halloween costume and 
Halloween display during 
the BN Halloween Event. 
Your participation made 
this one of the best Hallow-
een events ever. Every 
year it gets bigger and big-
ger.  Congratulations to the 
winners.  Next we want to 
thank Mr. Jones and his 
staff in our Dining Facility 
for preparing the best 

Thanksgiving meal on post. 
Thank you to the Soldiers 
of HHC, led by DS Oliver 
for a superb job decorating 
the dining facility for the 
Thanksgiving feast.  If you 
missed the 399th Band 
Holiday Concert, you 
missed an exciting night of 
music, laughter and fun. It 
was a wonderful perform-
ance as always by our 
band! Last but not least, 
many children and families 
will enjoy Christmas with a 
lot less stress thanks to the 
Lions Club, 1LT Murphy (A 
Co), and the outpouring 
support from the Fort Leo-
nard Wood and surround-
ing communities during the 
execution of St. Nick’s 
Benefit. 

As always, a special 
thanks to the Family mem-
bers of our military and 
civilian employees for your 

support.  We know that our 
success in all we do is be-
cause of the support you pro-
vide your loved one on a daily 
basis.   

I hope everyone has a chance 
to refresh their minds and bod-
ies during the holiday break! 

Happy Holidays to Everyone! 

Soldiers for Freedom! 
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Greetings to all!!!  1SG Henson and I are truly grateful for successful effort, sacrifice and 
dedication to RHU’s tough and diverse mission from each Cadre and Drill Sergeant of 
the Hellcat family.  We also thank the civilian personnel that work closely with us to help 
us accomplish our daily mission. We have received and influx of Prior Service and Dis-
charge Soldiers for processing right before the holiday season.  

Over the past six months, we welcomed 2LT Lord (HHC XO), SFC Chapman, SSG 
Stewart, LT Young, SSG Borge, SGT Garcia, DS Young, DS Stallworth, DS Free, and 
DS Case to the Hellcat Family, we farewelled SFC Goettl, MSG Walbridge (Retired) , 
MAJ Holzhauser, and CPL Cervantes. We wish them the best in their endeavors.  In 
January we will say our goodbyes to DS Oliver who will be PCSing with his family to Fort 
Richardson, Alaska.  We thank him for his hard work and dedication to the HHC mission.  

As we draw closer to the holidays, there are a lot of activities occurring across the Fort 
Leonard Wood community.  Please make time with your Family and friends for the awe-
some holiday events that are happening all around the local area.  The holidays can be 
stressful for us all, take a couple of minutes to reach out to your fellow military Families 
and help a comrade in need.  If you need help, call someone – we are all in this together!  
Let us not forget the true meaning of the holiday season and that is to be grateful for 
what we have and to continually help those who might be less fortunate than us.  

 
During this winter season, please use caution and prepare your Family, home and cars 
for the unpredictable weather.  As you drive on or off post remain vigilant and patient.   
 
Upcoming company family events include the Holiday Party on Monday 17 December 
2012, and Hail and Farewell on 9 January 2013, see you all there! 
 
    
 HELLCAT 6 
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Greetings and best holiday wishes from Alpha Company!  This half of the year has seen 
a lot of Soldiers going to training and lots of positive activity in the company!  The Drill 
Sergeants and Cadre have grown into an excellent team and have met all missions with 
great success.  This is a sometimes thankless job, but absolutely vital to supporting the 
Army of the future. 
 
We have a new FRG leader in Mrs. Diana Richards and look forward to her leading our 
FRG into 2013 and growing the Alpha Families and friends to a new level.  We look to 
continue our opportunities to get together and enjoy time with the Families and friends 
of the company.  We are so happy and proud of the Families and supporters who at-
tend our luncheons and pot lucks and will continue the best effort to provide them with 
information about FLW and the community and take their ideas and make the support 
to the cadre and their Families the best it can be. 
 
We have seen DS’s Bailey and Armantrout PCS and leave the team, and grown some 
team members in SSG Potts in operations and most recently DS Riley.  DS’s Wolfe and 
Velasco will be leaving us soon, as well as, SGT Johnson and they will be missed.  The 
1SG, XO and myself know we have the best group of NCO’s and Cadre in the Battalion 
and we appreciate their hard work and for what they do and what their families and 
friends and dogs do for them and the company as well!  To all, best wishes for the Holi-
days and a Happy New Year! 
 
 
Gator 6 



FTU has undergone many big changes since the last newsletter.  First and foremost, we 

have relocated from building 2097 into building 1012.  This has been a very positive 

change for us as our offices, barracks, and gym are all located in a single hard-structure 

building.  This has greatly improved our operations and mission capability and our Sol-

diers love the new location.  In addition, we have had a large personnel turnover in the 

company.  Since July we have said goodbye to 1LT Young, DS Rudd, DS Vanalphen, 

DS Drier, and DS Bevan, and we have welcomed 1LT James, SSG Baker, SSG Dob-

bins, DS Boyd-Grundy, and DS Prosser.   

FTU looks to ring in the New Year with larger numbers of Soldiers in our WTRP and 

APFT-I platoons.  Our Drill Sergeants welcome the challenge of rehabilitating and re-

training even more Soldiers and returning them to duty as productive members of the 

force!  However for now, our Soldiers and cadre are looking forward to a well-earned 

Holiday Block Leave and some much deserved time with their Families and loved ones.   

Happy Holidays! 
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As we make our way through the Holiday season we sadly farewell a few Bulldogs and 

welcome one. Leaving the Bulldogs are SSG Gibson, SSG Turnley, and SSG Brown. 

They will be in our thoughts and prayers.  SSG Cedars is joining us from the 35th EN BN.  

 In addition to incoming and outgoing personnel, we also had many accomplishments to 

recognize. Congratulations to DS Million who earned Drill Sergeant of the Quarter.  We 

had a well earned promotion in the last quarter:  1LT Gaston.  And lastly, the Bravo Bull-

dogs beat the Alpha Gators in a Rival-Basketball Game (50-49). As the winter continues, 

and the weather becomes colder, ensure you always place safety first and enjoy the 

festivities. Happy Holidays! 

Bulldog 6/7  
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Greetings Black Knight Warrior Team!   

  

Fall is nearly gone and winter is around the corner. For many, the months may have 

seemed to fly by with several holidays and long weekends. The past few months have 

been eventful and I’d like to take some time to share with you some of the significant 

events from the past months and a few of my thoughts. 

Again, I must commend everyone on their commitment to safety. HHC MSCoE repre-

sents only a small percentage of the overall whole, but remember that it is the face-to-

face, one-to-few leadership that has the greatest impact – first at the lower levels then 

building to higher echelons. Keep this in mind as we look forward to more extreme heat 

and its related activities. 

This past August marked the HHC MSCoE Change of Command. CPT Ronald Haas 

relinquished command to CPT Violeta Sifuentes on the 24th of August 2012. We would 

like to thank CPT Haas for his service to HHC MSCoE and wish him well on his deploy-

ment.  

We also saw quite a few promotions. Please congratulate the following on their advance-

ment: MAJ Myrick, MAJ Flott, CPT Karns, CPT Macaluso, CW4 Cook, MSG Morris, 

MSG Croker, SSG Howell, SFC Mikel, SFC Roberts, and SFC Chestnut.  

HHC MSCoE’s Facebook page is fully operational and growing with a primary mission to 

ensure the flow of information to our families, but it is also designed so that families can 

reach the Company’s leadership and each other. Please encourage your families to con-

tribute their ideas and feedback so that we can serve them better! Again, the URL is: 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/HHC-MSCoE-Black-Knights-Family-Cohesion-

Network/109992749082837 

I look forward to hearing all your outstanding news throughout upcoming months. From 

myself, 1SG Mickle, and the HQ Staff – thanks for your support and all that you do! Keep 

up the good work and stay safe during the holidays!  

Black Knight 6  
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Happy Holidays from all of us at the 399th Army Band. As we close out this great year and look forward 

to the next, 1SG Miley and I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a joyous and prosperous 

holiday season.  

The Band has been doing some great things recently. We just finished our Holiday Concert Series. 

This year we did three performances; one here at Ft. Leonard Wood, one for the city of Rolla, and one 

for the city of Lebanon. In addition, we sent performance teams out Christmas caroling to as many 

offices and agencies as we could on Ft. Leonard Wood to help them celebrate the Holiday season. 

The FRG has been busy as well. In October, we had our annual Chili cookoff. LTC Naifeh was one of 

our celebrity judges, as well as Trevor Phillips, DJ from KFLW Radio. In December, the FRG hosted a 

pre-Holiday Concert dinner for the Band where Mrs. Delilah Crawford provided some outstanding burri-

tos for the entire band.  

We would like to recognize the following individuals and welcome them to the 399th Army Band Family:  

SPC Dustin Roberts; SPC Travis Poole; SPC Jacob Adelman; SGT Erin Hallowell; SGT Samuel Car-
roll; SGT Dave Gerasch; SGT Jennifer Gerasch; SGT John KeisterSGT Jesse Holmes; SSG Andrew 
Drennan; SFC Kenneth Wiesman; SFC Mark Goodier 
 
We would like to wish the following individuals a fond farewell from the 399th. They have departed for 

other assignments or have left the Army: 

SPC Jason Groce; SPC Jonathan Gonzales; SGT George Purnell; SGT Kyle Kennedy;  
SGT Robert Hall; SSG Leslee Borges; SSG Todd Borges; SFC Brent Horne;  
FC Marco Delacruzestrada 
 
Finally, congratulations to each of these Soldiers on their recent promotions: 

SFC Mark Goodier (NOV); SGT Jesse Holmes (NOV); SSG Christopher Hogan (OCT); SGT Donald 
Permenter (SEP) 

399th Army Band 2012 Christmas Concert 



Greetings all!  Merry Christmas! 

It’s that time of year when we take time to recoup and regroup. I hope that you 

all take the time to spend with your loved ones and celebrate the holidays! 

We have to say farewell to Liz Torres, SPB. She will be missed! And we say 

hello again to Kim Suda. Kim will be joining the SPB Team in January. We also 

will be saying good bye to George Harrison, NIRB. George has decided to retire 

in February. Please join us in wishing him good luck and a happy life! 

Once again, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  

 

Eagle 10 

EAGLE 10 (CIVILIAN) CORNER 

Page 6 

“Eagles” 

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

God Understands  
 
Matt 26:38 Then He said to them, "My soul is deeply grieved, to the point of death; 
remain here and keep watch with Me." (NASB)  Did you ever feel like your world had 
just ended. I know I have. And if you haven't, well you just haven't lived long enough 
yet. Jesus was facing the most terrible moment in history. He was approaching the 
time when, as He bore the sin of the world, the Father would turn His back on Jesus. 
From before the begining of time the Son and the Father had been in perfect fellow-
ship - never apart - and that was about to change. If you have ever lost a close relative 
or friend, if you have ever been punished for something you had not done, then Jesus 
has walked that path and understands. Jesus suffered the loss of his friend Lazerus. 
He went without food and drink and was tempted beyond our understanding. His au-
thority was questioned by those who had authority in name only. And, He took the 
punishment for each of our debt of sin.  

There are many who are dealing with very difficult circumstances. If you are one of 
them and feel that no one can possibly understand your pain, then know three things. 
First, there is no situation that God is not in control. He may indeed have you where 
you are for a reason. Second, He loves you. 1John 4:8 says, “…. God is love.” The 
Lord will not forsake you.  Hebrews 13:5 says, “….because God has said, “Never will I 
leave you; never will I forsake you. Third, He knows exactly where you are and how 
you feel because He has suffered the same trials and temptations you are dealing with 
today. Heb 4:15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. 
(NASB)  

This is an amazing truth for all of us to take to heart. The Creator of the Universe 
somehow put on our humanity and frailty to win us back from eternal punishment. And, 
in the process, walked the same paths we walk every day and experienced all the joys 
and sorrows we experience. We can bring everything from a skinned knee to a 
crushed and broken heart to Him and He understands.  
 
God bless, 
CH Henderson 
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CPT & Mrs. Ruggiero. Mrs. Ruggiero is the new BN 

Family Readiness Group Advisor 

Costume contest? What costume? 



Yes, Santa, I’ve been good….well, on second 

thought, maybe I should buy my own presents 

this year! 


