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Outstanding Soldiers Receive
the Order of the Marechaussee

By First Sergeant Dominick Derasmo and Sergeant Jason Kemp

The fi rst Marechaussee Corps was established by General George Washington at Valley 
Forge, Pennsylvania, during the summer of 1778. The force was mounted and accoutred as 
light Dragoons. Its mission was to apprehend deserters, rioters, and stragglers. In battle, it 
was posted to the rear to secure fugitives. 

Today, the Order of the Marechaussee is one of the most prestigious honors bestowed upon 
members of the Military Police Corps Regiment. Unlike the more common “end of tour” awards and awards that are 
presented as a result of specifi c actions, the Order of the Marechaussee is granted only to those military police who 
uphold the highest service traditions, as measured through longevity, continued and dedicated service, and merit. Less 
than 10 percent of the members of the Military Police Corps Regiment are nominated for the Order of the Marechaussee; 
even fewer are selected and invested into it. Since its inception in 2000, only 981 award recipients have been named.1

According to the Military Police Regimental Association, Soldiers who are nominated for the Order of the 
Marechaussee must be serving in the military police career management fi eld (as 31B military police, 31D U.S. Army 
Criminal Investigation Command [USACID] [commonly referred to as “CID”] special agents, or 31E internment/
resettlement specialists). Most nominees have served at least 10 years with the Military Police Corps. In addition, both 
the Soldier and the nominator must be members of the Military Police Regimental Association. A narrative history 
describing the nominee’s service and accomplishments is submitted to the chief of the Military Police Corps Regiment. 
If the chief agrees that the Soldier has had a signifi cantly favorable impact on the Military Police Corps, the award is 
approved. 

1st Infantry Division
Major Jonathan Doyle, 1st Infantry Division, Fort Riley, Kansas, was awarded the esteemed Order of the 

Marechaussee at Contingency Operating Base Basra, Iraq, on 3 July 2010. 

According to Sergeant Major Paul Zedalis, provost marshal sergeant major of the 1st Infantry Division, Major Doyle 
epitomizes the Army values. “The reason I submitted him for the award was I knew with his background, knowledge, 
and leadership abilities that he would be awarded the Marechaussee.”

As the division provost marshal, Major Doyle serves as the principal advisor to the commanding general and his 
staff regarding military police-related issues. He also oversees the development and implementation of military police 
policies and procedures.

According to Major Doyle, earning the Order of the Marechaussee is a tremendous honor because it means that he 
was nominated and selected by other members of the Military Police Corps Regiment. “Being recognized by your peers 
is one of the highest honors that a person can receive,” he said.

Connecticut Army National Guard
First Sergeant (now Sergeant Major) Daniel Lawler, 143d Military Police Company (now assigned to the 192d 

Military Police Battalion) and Master Sergeant (now First Sergeant) Dominick Derasmo, 143d Military Police Company, 
were invested into the coveted Order of the Marechaussee on 7 August 2010. Friends, family, fellow military police, and 
dignitaries attended the ceremony at the U.S. Army Reserve Center at West Hartford, Connecticut. 

Sergeant Major John Carragher, the senior recipient of the Order of the Marechaussee and a former member of 
the 143d Military Police Company (now with Joint Forces Headquarters–Connecticut), submitted the nominations and 
presided over the investment ceremony. He presented both Soldiers with their medals and certifi cates.

Sergeant Major Lawler has served as a military policeman with the Connecticut Army National Guard for 17 of his 
19 years of service—since his 7 July 1991 arrival at the 143d Military Police Company. He has participated in numerous 
overseas and domestic missions, including Operation Iraqi Freedom, Operation Noble Eagle, and Hurricane Katrina 
relief operations. He has also held every enlisted and leadership position within a military police company.
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The 558th Military Police Company—which was deployed in Iraq at that time—also conducted a torch run and 
raised money from their forward operating base at Al Asad. However, due to mission requirements, their run took place 
a week after the one in Hawaii. Most of the Soldiers of the 558th had participated in the run the previous year, and they 
remembered the cheers and applause of the crowd and the appreciation of the Special Olympics athletes. Therefore, they 
were quick to donate and participate this year. At 0530 one morning, with temperatures already hovering above 90ºF, 
more than 150 Soldiers from the 558th Military Police Company took to the streets of Al Asad in the name of Special 
Olympics Hawaii. Though missing the torch, island breezes, and cheering crowds, the Soldiers felt as if they still made 
a signifi cant contribution to the organization. And they were right—for the second year in a row, the 558th was the top 
728th Military Police Battalion and 8th Military Police Brigade contributor, raising more than $3,750 from downrange.

At the time these articles were written, Sergeant Cox, who is a signal systems support specialist, was the team chief; 
command, control, communications, and computer operations (S-6); 728th Military Police Battalion. She is currently the 
alternate telecommunications offi cer, 82d Airborne Division, Fort Bragg, North Carolina. Sergeant Cox is working toward 
an associate’s degree in general studies from North Central Institute, Clarksville, Tennessee. 
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Captain Brookshire is the adjutant for the 4th Battlefi eld Coordination Detachment, Shaw Air Force Base, South Carolina. 
He holds a bachelor’s degree in psychology from the University of Maryland and a master’s degree in business and 
organizational security from Webster University.

(“  Leader Effectiveness in the Implementation of CISM,” continued from page 12)

First Sergeant Derasmo has served as a military policeman for most of his 20 years of service, which has spanned 
across all three components of the Army—Regular, Reserve, and National Guard. He has also participated in numerous 
overseas and domestic missions (including Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm, Operation Iraqi Freedom, and 
Hurricane Katrina relief operations) and has served in virtually every military police company enlisted position.

At the conclusion of the ceremony, Lawler and Derasmo joined Sergeant Major Carragher as the only three active 
Connecticut Army National Guard recipients of the Order of the Marechaussee. 
Endnote:

 1Kathy West, historian assistant, U.S. Army Military Police Corps, 11 August 2010. 

First Sergeant Derasmo is the mobilization operations noncommissioned offi cer, Connecticut Premobilization Training 
and Assistance Element, Joint Forces Headquarters–Connecticut, Hartford, Connecticut.

Sergeant Kemp is assigned to the 1st Infantry Division, U.S. Division–South Public Affairs Offi ce.
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