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— Joday marks the six-year anniversary. of the faE[—quavfc[aﬂr FHussein—Hhis j‘Feemganﬁ[—tfte“fmqi—
. people pulling his statue Jown with their Gare hands. You or one of your many brethren has beett here
1 helping the I?qupebpféaﬁd Trag. It fias beett SX.years of §ﬁﬁ‘?z?dﬁc‘e‘dﬁd‘ six years awa). from your fomes
. and fami[ies. 1 would like to tﬁankeacﬁ_r_ngzl_qrzc{ womat that _ﬁ_a_s_sgr_«qef_ in the c_qqqtjy__of_rgy _6_ir_t_ﬁ: ——
III . Idomot want a single Soldier to doubt what they have Jone in Traq because of the news—American
. orfromaty country. T00 many times, the news %ﬁ}%cttﬁrmtﬁqumomp%ﬁmnt.ﬁﬁe news
S | seams to e pofitical wants instead of facts i et stories. It is a fact that e A  profoundly fieped
- Iraq and its people. It is @ fact that because of YOUr sacrifices, Iraq fias a chance at tTue democracy.
= T ———Twas orn in Iraq and fived here with ify until uftermyco{fega—f Sa'wﬁrstftamfﬁo*ar&azﬁfmﬂ —_
', 'll}[ussein destroyed this great country and fracturec[ its peop[e. In 1993, 1 moved to the United States,
—T ~where T worked with the mayor of Louisville, Kentucky, o1 the intemzrtionafaﬁairs—conﬂnitter and
 served asa [ouisville Public Library speaker o™ Iraqi and Middle Eastern culture. In February 2006, I
==l “.’ﬁaiﬁfrfe?i’tb’[?&cj toworkasa E{Ii_nfghbf—ﬁc_uﬁdfaﬁﬁisﬁf with the U.S. @Ef)ﬁftﬁe?ftbf@éﬁ%é atCamp
'| ';@ucca. ___________________________________________
| ry with a fistory of figher (earning reaching back to the Middle Ages. Baghdad was
T the 19505 and 1960s, 82 pert cent _of_I raqis. ﬁ?ﬁﬂfej o

| | I is a count
_——aplace that fﬂi’op‘ean—s‘cﬂbfdr—s‘fmwfeszo‘ feari.
£ advanced to some form of higher educatiot. After the damage from Saddam Hussein and
- mana “enter high _55550_[_i?1_§663_._i"555j,_Eigﬁ_s_c_hbf)f attendance —

| high school an
‘his regime, 12 percent of Iraqis managed to enter
rcent. In the time t

Geen fere, it has increased moTe. than 300

-

____j__';ﬁﬂjw_npfé_tgﬁ_@ pe

| percent.
— A The Traq of today oW sees teachers well-paid and a focus on ‘the i
| in the past. \/fhen we came £0 this country, the teachers and professors made $3 to $5 dollars a month;
_ﬁihkiﬁg_ﬁ/_em over $500 to $700?l_ﬁ16ﬁtﬁ_. o
addam Hussein

e ¢ of the ﬁi_gﬁés_t_ﬁa_i&}%fe_sﬁéﬁs_ in Iraq,
the children in [raq were tatg it mostly how great S
[anguage, and

fie United States has.

“m‘p‘o?fdﬁc‘e‘qf education it fad

the opportunity to S¢¢ Imag

- saddam Hussein,
| real fiistory with o renewed pride i their country-— : =
| Because of your vights can be discussed 6 Iragi women
. fieir parliament. Traqi women fiave a say t
|| Saddam Husseit, +fiere was one lone -yes
. pending t0 fave 25 percent of the parliament womer.
| [raqtoday may not reflect
— Intoday's Irad ncreased ibstantial—ess
rjob. opportunities, 4 figher quality
— —llfﬁ;ey—just—wﬂ-'rtted: to trave faces and see sights Tnever——
ine fiow different 1139 wi

— | ‘today’s teachers are o
N \@efore the fall of
| was and were taught propagand’a; now Iraqis are [earning about math, literature, Arabic
B T - dication and efforts, womer's ISSUES and.
| Women fave a say in t 1 their government. Until we toppled
J— yps” qoman in fiis bOgUs government- Now, there arematy women.—
- lelected into Iraq’s government with a provision
| tﬁ&wemﬂi&ﬁgﬁés«}fﬂmeﬁea,— fut it is beginming toreflect the women'sTights ——
'.I before Saddam’s regime.
“the families’ and each person 'y standard of living fas i
el \unemployment, greate of life, and opportunities to- travel, Until the
" '|fa[[ of Saddam F{ussein, the average [raqi couldn’t evert get a passport until they were 75 years of age o7
[ to Meccd- NOW; Jwatchas my brothers travel top -
| thought they would have T be by just having the
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l'.experiences of seeing how the rest of the world _@1_)e_s_c_n_u_f_g_oy_ef_ng_i}gejf_ﬂ_\{opg_ of this would be possible
e foreac of 7 Soldier's service.
———'L—'lk———fmq’ fas a mew S om. Ontil th
[ebrate or openly practice their religion. While Mugtada aL.Sadr speaks against the trut
cither he nor fis family could speaR.of something as simple _&ﬁEE@_@_ﬂzﬁﬁohs
f¢ are beginning 10 S¢€

zfaffm‘fufcﬁmr Hussein, mﬁﬁi‘i—fs&rmwuﬁf————— -
i, until the fall i

|
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lce

—of saddam it 1
| 'IsfamiCer_SEi?_aD-,‘I_Eoygﬁ_@eyfe_s_@i_s_spfgc_ﬁ_ieElyzt_é@@f@égfﬁf!@_t_ﬁe,Lrggipeqz
n who are using religion as a vehicle for power instead of a vefiicle for faith.
that we ﬁm?—giwn—rﬁe—nﬁﬁz—“ S

o igh through e
_ gust inmeading

| |
" inalienable right of free speec

te[wis’tmtﬁannzfs,— we See
to help the Iraqi people, thiere were only two television

Jllites allowed in any te. 1 Loflrag
+hat they can fiold a protest

fraq’s mewspapers and
| fi. Before we came
- __IIT_ Ecﬁlﬁﬁﬂz[{ WEEE_@Efe_EtaEE-CBHﬁ)WI There were no sat
| had o right of fmﬂ@zecﬁgmmmﬁ[yhiﬁe simple fact
| '||opinion is proof above ol else that we have made a massive difference in the life of each Iraqi.
o JT_T ~ While Iraq is. still growing and will face ﬁﬁ%}_c_ﬁ_a—[[_e@e_s_ ahead, each Bf}%ﬁ_c_a_n_ be proud of the
| | “undation and hope we "ve given Iraq to find itself. While I am sure that mistakes fiave been made, I am
- _"ll' ~also sure that the feart of every decision was to help Traq and its people. While T am sure. t_ﬁa_t_tﬁ_e?e_ﬁr_e_"""_
— L_isgzn_e_I_rgqi;_u_)ﬁgﬁc_tze_ﬂzne_ﬂ_cgﬂ;_I_@m_syre_t_ﬁ_a_t_tﬁg_mc_zjgtizy of Iragis thank us each da for the hopewe
" fave given them. (eased every COUntry in the world by felping Iraq reach freedom, 1
| |kpow that eac J tﬁgtm:myﬁzmﬂmﬁmﬁam&ysﬁeemmCanofﬁopefar________
fie aid of those who need

|
Q.
| |all who are suffering Americans have always come to't
it mm—w—&ermmca’rt—“ - — -

|| ustice and tyranmy-
s because that S whatT — — -
LLIwantecftotﬁan&eacﬁofygyﬁrwﬁatyouﬁayegivemfortﬁeLiye&yauﬁawtm@ﬁ&d&ng_{,ﬁ)riﬁa .
'| lllsacﬂﬁces you have made. As you g0 about your day, please don 't watch the news and be disheartened.
———————Jl——Mﬁeﬁ@iﬂﬂ%&mﬂmmgdm&tﬁ&ﬁmgeoéw%l’ #q#yowknew;ﬁ&twfﬂngyeuamﬁ—————
- your comrades have given Was for the good 0 thousands. As you se¢ the scenes of protestors in Iraq,
——"———in—ﬁlrmfizefﬁutfﬁetrﬂgfrrtrrpmwwmmnv 'gnvawviamtoﬁee—rmqﬂfyvu—mﬁwwsiﬂga——““ =
| web site of Iraqi newspapers, realize that their freedom of speech is only because of the never-ending
_'?thewn?naﬁonofourﬁ?my,U\thy,}lirffﬁrc‘eiand’mﬁﬁnetﬁrps. it e -
s —lﬁ——l‘r——i—frop?-tfrdt?ucﬁ ofwaﬁtyW ﬁem‘tfﬁatfﬁe‘rm&fa%mef& fmq‘is—wﬁew-ﬁﬁaﬁ&f—u{{ﬁan— —
. those who are resentful. Tomorrow, I fope you hear the appreciation as much as you heat the protests.
ﬁ_ﬁifedeﬁﬁbﬁfofjoﬁﬂﬁf asa fuiman, 1 feel ===
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i fy)_e_gfzelif_fc_a_fiﬁef_ior_t_ﬁis_aeeé_zlff_rqui[e_cg_wze_-____,________,_ s
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 Qespectfulll,  me—eem
' Salah ﬂ[—ﬁij;tdawy
[
_—_____4___1._____________________ e
ed from the University of Baghdad with & malQr_inArabic_ e
s. Department of Defense

- __._ALbLn_d@Mv_\lg§p9LaLn_l_lrggirl 1066. He graduate

| language. He came 10 the United States in July 1993 and curr ntly works as aU.

'| ilingua\-bicu\tural advisor at Camp Bucca, rag.
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