Basic Combat Training

Frequently Asked Questions
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This Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) sheet was created by the 1st and 48th Infantry Battalion, 3rd Chemical Brigade to help answer questions that you may have as a family members of a Soldier training at Fort Leonard Wood. 
We hope that you will find this helpful and if you have any further questions, please contact the 3rd Chemical Brigade at 573.596.5376 or by e-mailing leon.usacbrns3dcmbde@conus.army.mil.

~ For further information on the type of training that your Soldier is receiving; check out the Fort Leonard Wood training website at http://www.wood.army.mil/wood_cms/252.shtml. 

~ You can learn more about how to support your Soldier by visiting the Soldier in Training Family Readiness Page at http://www.wood.army.mil/family/SITpage.htm 
Part I, Beginning of the Basic Training Cycle
1-My Soldier left home last week...when will I find out what company he is in?
After approximately 4 days of in-processing at the 43rd Reception Battalion, your Soldier will be assigned to one of the three Basic Training Battalions (1st Battalion, 48th Infantry Regiment; 2nd Battalion, 10th Infantry Regiment, or 3rd Battalion, 10th Infantry Regiment). Further, your Soldier will be assigned to one of up to six different companies within that Battalion (A, B, C, D, E, or F companies). 
Within 48 hours of your Soldier arriving in their company, they will be afforded the opportunity to call home and let you know what unit they are assigned to.

2-What address should I use to write my Soldier?
Once you know what company your Soldier is in, please address your letters in the following manner:

PVT SMITH, JOHN R.

 ___ COMPANY, 1-48TH IN REGT
 495 IOWA AVENUE, UNIT # ___

FORT LEONARD WOOD, MO 65473-8958

3-What can I send to my Soldier?
Please send letters, family pictures, cards, etc. Throat lozenges are ok, as well. Please DO NOT send any of the following contraband items: candy, tobacco products, prescription or illegal drugs, weapons of any type, pornography, reading material other than that of a religious nature, or food items. If your Soldier is found in possession of any of these items, he or she will face disciplinary action.
4-I write my Soldier every day, yet he says he has not received any of my letters?
It usually takes until the second week of training for the mail to start flowing smoothly. Please keep in mind that our Brigade mail room is handling incoming and outgoing mail for over 4,000 Soldiers in training at any given moment. Mail is picked up daily, Mon-Sat, by the Drill Sergeants and distributed the same day to the Soldiers.

5-How often will my Soldier be allowed to call home?
After the first phone call, Soldiers are permitted to call home at least once per training phase (3 phases) of Basic Training. Company Commanders can let their Soldiers call home more frequently as an incentive or reward for outstanding performance. Usually the calls will be permitted on Saturday or Sunday.

6-Can I call my Soldier?
Soldiers are not permitted personal phone calls. If there is an important message you would like passed on to your Soldier, you may call the post operator at 573-596-0131, and ask to be connected to your Soldier's company.

7-How do I inform my Soldier about an emergency, such as the serious illness of a family member?
Please contact your local chapter of the American Red Cross and give them detailed information, such as your Soldier's name and unit, nature of the emergency, contact information, etc. Once the Red Cross verifies the emergency, usually by contacting the Doctor or Hospital, the message will be passed on to the unit. The Company Commander will ensure that the message is delivered to your Soldier as soon as it is received. Additionally, the Battalion Chaplain will be made available to comfort your Soldier if necessary.

8-Are Soldiers allowed visitors?
Soldiers in training are not allowed any visitors until the day before graduation.

9-What does a typical day consist of for the Soldiers?
The Soldiers are usually awakened at between 4 and 5 am; conduct an hour of physical training, followed by personal hygiene and breakfast. From about 8 am until noon they are conducting training. After a 30-60 minute lunch break, they continue training until dinner time, about 5 pm. After that, if there is no more training scheduled for the day, the Soldiers will spend the evening maintaining their weapons and equipment. After one hour of personal time, including time for a shower, the Soldiers normally go to bed at 9 pm.

10-I am the spouse of one of your Soldiers...how do I get my ID card, medical benefits, etc?
When the Soldier in-processed at the reception battalion, all necessary documents would have been submitted and all family members would have been enrolled for their entitlements. If for some reason this did not happen, or if you have any questions, begin by contacting your Soldier, his/her recruiter, or his company for assistance.
11-When will my Soldier get paid?
Soldiers are paid on the first of the month; on the 15th as well if they elected the mid-month pay option. Upon their arrival here at Fort Leonard Wood, the Soldiers receive an advance of $350 on a debit card so they can purchase personal hygiene items, pay for haircuts, etc. That advance will be taken out of their first full month's paycheck. Soldiers are only paid for the days that they are actually in the Army… For example, if a Soldier arrives for basic training on the 20th of June, he will only receive pay for 20-30 June, not the entire month.
12-Will my Soldier be able to take leave either during or right after Basic Training?
 Except for emergency situations, Soldiers are not authorized leave until after they complete both Basic and Advanced Individual Training. The exception is if the Soldier is training during the holiday season (last two weeks of December), at which time they will be given the option of taking leave during that period.

13-When my Soldier called, he sounded upset, depressed, says this is not for him, and that he wishes he could come home. What should I do?
Most Soldiers do feel that way when they first arrive; encouraging letters from home help enormously. After the first week or so of training, when they settle into a routine, begin making new friends, and start to get in shape, get some training accomplished, etc, they tend to start growing enthusiastic and look forward to the upcoming training events. Patience and support from loved ones is the key to your Soldier's success!

Part II, MID Cycle
1-My Soldier seems to be doing very well in training...when will we know for sure if he is going to graduate?
With a normal company graduation rate in excess of 80%, chances are your Soldier is going to graduate on time with his company. As it is necessary that he complete all weeks of training satisfactorily, we can't say "for sure" for any Soldier until graduation week itself. We expect the Soldiers to keep their families informed as to their progress, and any difficulties they may be experiencing.

2-My Soldier is very worried about being able to qualify with the rifle...will they be given additional help or chances to qualify if they need it?
As training progresses, the Drill Sergeants actively identify those who are struggling with the fundamentals of marksmanship and give them additional training as needed. Very few Soldiers actually fail to qualify after all the training they receive.
3-My Soldier has been sick for the last few days but is afraid if he goes on sick call he will be recycled. What should I tell him?
By all means, if the Soldier is sick or injured, he or she needs to go get checked out. Often just a day or two of rest, and whatever meds the troop clinic prescribes for them, is enough to get the Soldier back on his feet. The Drill Sergeants will never deny a Soldier seeking medical help if he or she requests it.
4-My Soldier is worried about her PT test...will she be given additional tests if she doesn't pass the final PT test the first time?
The companies will give the first-time PT failures at least 2-3 additional retests before the end of the cycle, as well as additional physical training to address their deficiencies. If by the end of the cycle the Soldier still has not met the minimum requirements for passing their PT test, there is the possibility of a special PT program for up to 4 weeks that the Soldier might be eligible to attend as well.
5-When will we find out specific information about graduation?
At the end of week six of training, companies will issue graduation information packets for the Soldiers to send home that will detail a lot of information about the graduation ceremony, graduation passes, etc.

6-When will the Soldiers find out about their AIT units or locations?
Most of the Soldiers already know where they are scheduled to take their Advanced Individual Training at when they arrive here; however, their orders are normally cut around week six or seven. Once the orders are issued, we will know which company, which battalion, etc they will be going to next.

7-When he first arrived at 43rd, my Soldier had his portrait taken and he ordered a package of various sizes. When will he receive those, and will he be able to mail them home?
Those packages are normally brought to the Soldier at his barracks during the middle of the cycle. Week 5/6.  If the Soldier wishes to mail them home, he may do so.

8-My son's Drill Sergeant says this is the absolutely worst cycle, bar none, ever known to man, and if it was up to him the entire company would be recycled back to junior high school. Should I be worried?
They say that every cycle. Not to worry...
Part III, End of Cycle/Graduation/Shipping to AIT
1. Is there any limit on how many people we can bring with us to graduation?
Not at all, bring as many as wish to come see your Soldier graduate.

2. Is there a specific dress code for graduation for civilians?
We recommend "nice casual".  No need for suits and ties, but dress slacks, summer dresses, pant suits, etc, are usually what we see.

3.  Will my Soldier be given a pass while we are there?
The Soldiers normally are given two passes: one on family day, and one after the graduation ceremony is over. The start times may vary, depending on the company's particular schedule for that day, but passes normally end at 9 pm, at which time the Soldier needs to be back in the barracks.

4.  Are there any restrictions on what the Soldier can do on pass?
The Soldier must stay in the appropriate uniform, is forbidden from consuming alcohol or using tobacco products, and may not personally drive a car. These are all Army regulations pertaining to new Soldiers. If you are staying at a hotel that has a swimming pool, then the Soldier may change into appropriate swim wear in order to use it. Other than that, no other civilian clothing is authorized.

5.  When will my Soldier ship to his AIT location? Will he be able to take some leave before he goes?
All Soldiers will be shipped to their AIT on the Friday after graduation. Except for emergency situations, Soldiers are not authorized leave until they complete their AIT.

6. Can I drive my Soldier to AIT?
We arrange all Soldiers to travel to AIT on either charter buses or commercial flights; privately owned travel is normally not authorized.

7.  Is there any type of awards or recognition the Soldiers can receive for their performance during Basic Training?
Every cycle the Commander, with input from the Drill Sergeants, selects one Soldier to receive the Commanding General's Award for Excellence. The next best Soldier, based on performance, is designated as the recipient of the Association of the U.S. Army award. Those who score expert on M16 qualification, or the high scorers on the PT test, receive recognition. Additionally, the Commander can promote several Soldiers to either PV2 or PFC depending on the number of allocations the company receives. So there are quite a few opportunities that your Soldier can strive for.
