Cross Cultural Communication

ROLE PLAY

TASK:  Groups buy and sell goods (import/export) to ensure the survival of their culture.

CONDITIONS:  Each group has a distinct and separate culture with different languages, values, and social norms.  Groups must identify differences in the other group’s culture and determine a variety of approached to interact with the other culture to affect equal trading. 

STANDARDS:  Each group will have a predetermined amount of pencils or chips.  To ensure the survival of the both cultures each group must buy or sell their goods.  Unequal trading will result in the domination of a culture.

1. Separate class into equal numbers Group A, Group B.  Each group should have an equal amount of females.  When an odd number of females exist, place the higher number of females in the A group.

2. Group A (Einlander) 

a. Speak in the native language.

b. Women are held in high esteem.

c. Does not like personal space invaded when interacting with others

d. Must import goods (buy pencils) to ensure survival

3. Group B (Auslander)

a. Speaks a foreign language.

b. Women are not allowed to hold positions of authority.

c. Likes to touch and be close to the other person when engaging in conversation

d. Must export (sell pencils) to ensure survival

4. Separate the groups and read the appropriate group instructions. Allow up to 5 minutes for each group to prepare.

5. Bring groups together with strict enforcement of the rules. Allow groups to interact 5-10 minutes, and then separate.  

6. Allow groups 5-10 minutes to identify cultural norms of the other group and determine how their culture differs and methods they may use to affect a trade with the other group.

7. Repeat steps 5&6 at least twice then bring groups together and process what had happened identify if all the pencils had been sold for the number of chips provided.  Discuss the impact of cross-cultural interactions and how the groups attempted to assimilate into the other’s culture to insure it’s survival.

