OPERATION ESSAYONS 2009

ENGINEERS BUILD BASE
AY FORTYT HUNTER LIGGETT

By Specialist Francesca E. Stanchi

nia, as a group of engineer Soldiers began their day.

A convoy of three 2 1/2-ton trucks and a high-mobil-
ity, multipurpose wheeled vehicle (HMMWYV) transport-
ed the Soldiers up the California hills to their work site.
As they traveled up the dirt road, the morning sun began
to shed light on the projects they were about to start for
Operation Essayons. At their destination, the sides of
the road were lined with heavy machinery, leading to a
military container express (CONEX) with a sign on the
side reading 721st Engineer Company.

It was 0540 on 9 May at Fort Hunter Liggett, Califor-

The Soldiers of the 721st Engineer Company (Hori-
zontal Construction), United States Army Reserve,
were responsible
for the first step
in the building
process. After a
road was
structed, the en-
gineers began to
level and compact
the ground to cre-
ate  foundations.
These founda-
tions became sites
where the vertical ] _
engineers could [ ® LN 25
place  buildings [ | ‘
and CONEXes to
create a cityscape
for urban simula-
tion training. The
mission of the day
was to continue
working on
provised explosive
device (IED) and
vehicle-borne improvised explosive device (VBIED) lanes.
These lanes would be set with contact points for training to
defend against IEDs and VBIEDs. Building these lanes and
foundations gave the horizontal engineers the opportunity
to train in their respective fields in a controlled area.
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The project provided an environment where the Soldiers
could be tested on a daily basis so they could become more
proficient with equipment they had learned to operate in
advanced individual training. Not only did the training
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Top right: A Soldier surveys the site for a future IED lane.

Above: Soldiers of the 721st Engineer Company bring in dirt
from dig sites to use in the construction of an IED lane.

environment help the en-
gineers, but eventually
Reserve units preparing
for deployment will also
benefit from the train-
ing. The city will provide
an urban training site
where commanders can
assign missions to their
Soldiers to teach them
how to engage the enemy
while focusing on tactics
and strategies in simu-
lated combat.

As the 721st missions
came to a close, the Sol-
diers of the 668th Engi-
neer Company (Vertical
Construction) geared up
for the next step in con-
structing the simulated
urban landscape. Unlike hori-
zontal construction, vertical con-
struction builds structures from
the ground up. The engineers of
the 668th stepped in on 13 May
to complete the building process.
These Reserve Soldiers were re-
sponsible for building the super-
structures and performing the
masonry, electrical, and plumb-
ing work that went into the site.
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When the project is complet-
ed, it will be a forward operating
base simulating a city in which
our Soldiers may find them-
selves operating while deployed.
This future training site will give a unit the team experi-
ence to walk into an unknown place, create something use-
ful from nothing, and have an end product that will last for

years to come. | ™)
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