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T.he 130th Engineer Brigade was HOT (Helping Our
Troops) and MAD (Making a Difference) in Iraq.
During Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF) 05-07, members

of the 130th cleared improvised explosive devices (IEDs), filled
potholes, provided electrical power, and built living quarters
across the Iraqi province. As the brigade commander said from
the beginning, “Make the days count, don’t count the days.”
The brigade’s deployment to Iraq has now ended, but everyone
worked hard to make sure that the efforts and time put in
would leave a mark that would last until long after American
forces are home.

Working on the 130th Engineer Brigade staff opened the
eyes of this junior officer. At a platoon, company, or even
battalion level, the big picture can often be overlooked. But
after working on the theater corps engineer brigade staff, a
whole new world was brought to light about all the great things
Soldiers everywhere are doing in Iraq. The main focus of OIF
05-07 was on rebuilding and transitioning power to the Iraqis,
a piece of the puzzle that the 130th played a large part in.
Members of the 46th Engineer Battalion, the 913th Combat
Support Equipment Company, the 412th Engineer Command,
and the 84th Engineer Battalion worked diligently through the
blazing heat to rebuild their areas of operation. Whether it was
repairing roads, opening river crossings, or building living
quarters to improve quality of life, these units were the key to
success for all missions.

Not to be outdone, the 54th Engineer Battalion and the
110th Engineer Battalion spent their days in Iraq making the
roads safe for military convoys and civilians alike by clearing

IEDs—one of the deadliest hazards of the war. Each day, those
Soldiers put their lives on the line for the mission and wouldn’t
quit until their time in country was done. Put in situations that
would make most people shy away, these Soldiers boldly took
on their mission and raised the bar of excellence for future
operations in their field.

OIF 05-07 had its hardships, because many of the battalions
experienced loss. Soldiers were wounded and left the theater
to return home, and others paid the ultimate sacrifice for their
country. It is the memories of those brothers and sisters the
brigade lost that drove the remaining Soldiers to strive harder
for excellence and never let up, honoring the memory of their
fallen comrades. It is never easy to say goodbye, but their
sacrifices will not be in vain.

Overall, the brigade’s time in Iraq was a huge success, and
the Soldiers went home holding their heads high—proud of
what they accomplished. Whether working on a brigade staff
or working as part of a team in a platoon, each Soldier played
an important role in the success of the 130th Engineer Brigade
during OIF 05-07. The articles on the preceding pages (4 – 42)
tell their stories and the part they played in the reconstruction
of Iraq and the Global War on Terrorism.

First Lieutenant McMahon was the Assistant S-1 of the
130th Engineer Brigade. Her previous assignment was as
Headquarters Platoon Leader of the 320th Engineer
Company (Topographic). She holds a degree from the
University of Notre Dame.

By First Lieutenant Sarah E. McMahon
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