National Electrical Safety Code

The purpose of the NESC is the practical safeguarding of persons during installation, operation, or maintenance of electrical supply and communication lines and associated equipment. The National Electrical Safety Code (NESC) is published by the Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers (IEEE). The basic provisions contained in the NESC are considered necessary for the safety of employees and the public under specific conditions. The NESC is not intended to be design specifications or as an instruction manual. 

The NESC differs from the National Electrical Code (NEC) in the fact that the NEC addresses proper electrical system and equipment installation to protect people and property from hazards arising from the use of electricity in buildings and structures. As in the example above the NEC will tell you how many bends in the conduit are needed or how many electrical outlets are required on a wall. The NESC will address the safety measures for proper installation of the conduit and boxes so the electrician and the workers around him are not harmed.

The NESC is not a legal document. It was written as a voluntary standard. Some state and local authorities have adopted some parts of the Code have been adopted. Legal status of the NESC in your state or local area should be checked.  Contact the authority having jurisdiction over your construction project.

