This message deals with two important changes to the use of the Black/Green

Vinyl Overshoes (BVO/GVO) ( NSN 8430-01-317-3374(s), 8430-01-450-0359(s),

8430-01-049-0878(s)) for chemical protective purposes.  Section One of this

message involves a significant extension in the wear-life of the BVO/GVO.

Section Two involves procedures for the marking and inspection of BVOs/GVOs

which have been removed from their original packaging. 

SECTION ONE:

Previous guidance was that the BVO/GVO could be expected to provide chemical

protection for up to 14 days of wear. The new standard is that BVOs/GVOs can

be considered serviceable and protective against chemical threats if they

have been worn for not more than 60 days, as long as they continue to meet

serviceability standards. More information is given in the attached WORD

file,  "BVO Wearlife Extension".

SECTION TWO:

In the course of deployments, some units may be separating GVOs/BVOs from

their original packaging.  When the deployment is completed, these BVOs/GVOs

were, under previous guidance, considered to be unacceptable for chemical

use, even if unworn. In addition, because the DLA Contract number was not

marked on the BVO/GVOs themselves, separating the boots from the packaging

made it impossible to determine the shelf-life status of the items.  Upon

review, the PM-Soldier Equipment is issuing the following guidance to all

Army users of the BVO/GVO :


(1)
It remains highly recommended that BVOs/GVOs intended for

chemical protective purposes should remain in original packaging, with

original identification sheets. This is the simplest, surest way to insure

that a particular pair of boots has not been worn, and that its shelf-life

status is known.


(2)
The contract for BVOs is being modified so that contract

information will be marked on BVOs in the future.


(3)
IF BVOs / GVOs must be removed from original packaging

(because of shipment/storage considerations, etc), the boots must be marked.

Procedures for this marking are given in the attached Word file "BVO Marking

- Inspection...", below.


(4)
If BVOs/GVOs which have been removed from original packaging

- but which are unworn - are to be issued for chemical protective purposes,

inspection of the boots prior to issue is highly recommended. Inspection

procedures are given in the attached Word file "BVO Marking - Inspection",

below. 

Again - this should not be construed as an endorsement of the practice of

removing BVOs / GVOs from their original packaging.  Above guidance is

provided for use only in those cases when such removal is deemed to be a

necessity. 

If you have questions or need additional information, please contact me.

Request widest dissemination of this information to any and all interested

parties.

