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Eight out of eighteen of the 2002 Common Task Test (CTT) tasks are NBC tasks. Depending on where you’ve been assigned recently, you might not be fully aware that there have been significant changes made to almost every NBC CTT task over the past couple of years. Where do you find these changes, you ask? The new tasks, conditions, standards, and performance measures for all these NBC tasks are located in the Manual for the Administration of the FY 02 Common Task Test (CTT), dated 1 August 2001, which is located on the GEN Dennis J. Reimer Training and Doctrine Digital Library, at http://www.adtdl.army.mil/. It is imperative that all who are involved with NBC training check out this web site to download the current tasks. That little old green CTT Manual (STP 21-1-SMCT; Oct 94) and its NCO task counterpart (STP 21-24-SMCT; Oct 92) have not been updated in some time. Even the on-line versions give you the outdated tasks. (However, you still need these books as a reference. Some of the drawings and outlines are extremely helpful, and are not found anywhere else.)

Although there aren’t a lot of changes to the CTT tasks for this year (M256 kit only), here is a summary of the recent changes over the past two years, in case you’ve missed any of them:

1.  Decontaminate Yourself and Individual Equipment Using Chemical Decontamination Kits   (task #031-503-1013; changed FY 00). Combines skin decon kit (M258 and M291) and equipment decon kit tasks into one task. There is no longer a requirement to inspect the kits first. You must use the Training Information Outline of the old CTT Manual as a training resource. The detailed steps listed on pages 333-338 (M258 Decon Kit), or on pages 451-454 (M291 Skin Decon Kit) are critical, and are not found on the new outline.  (Note:  Even though units may use either the M58 or M291 Decon Kits for testing purposes, be advised that should your unit be deployed, your soldiers will only get the M291 Decon Kit. All of the M258 Decon Kits have expired by 30 July 1999, per DA message. Bottom line – get the M291 Individual Decon Training Kit so you can train as you fight. NSN:  6910-01-483-5322; $172/unit.)

2.  Protect Yourself from NBC Injury / Contamination With the Appropriate Mission Oriented Protective Posture (MOPP) Gear (task #031-503-1015; changed FY 00). New conditions and standards; combines put on MOPP Gear, use latrine in MOPP 4, and check sleeping soldier into one task. Going from MOPP 0 to 4 in eight minutes is still a performance measure, but soldiers are to use the buddy system now to ensure masks are sealed properly and protective clothing is worn correctly. Also, this is a great time to teach soldiers the seven MOPP levels (MOPP 0 to 4 makes five; then add “Mask Only”, and “MOPP Ready”, IAW w/ Change 1 to FM 3-4.)

3.  Respond to Depleted Uranium (task #031-503-1017; changed FY 01). There is a new shortened task title; no more use of the term DULLRAM, just DU. There are new conditions, eliminating any reference to Low Level Radioactive Materials. The standards have been reworded to be more realistic. Was, "Prevent DULLRAM contamination from entering your body"; it now reads, "Recognize Depleted Uranium and take protective measures when required." Performance steps are completely different, starting with rendering first aid. You might want to use GTA 3-4-1A, Depleted Uranium Awareness, Jul 99, to help soldiers understand DU. (Note: The 10-level 54B Soldier’s Manual (STP 3-54B1-SM-TG; Jul 98) contains a big change to the task “Mark NBC Contaminated Area”, #031-507-1021, adding a step to employ NBC markers for Depleted Uranium using the nuclear marker.)

4.  React to Chemical or Biological Hazard / Attack (task #031-503-1019; changed FY 00). There are minor changes to the conditions and standards. Soldiers must identify Automatic Masking Criteria for chemical or biological hazards, repeating the list of seven items given in the conditions statement.
5.  Protect Yourself From Chemical and Biological Injury / Contamination Using Your Assigned Protective Mask (task #031-503-1035; changed FY 00). Major changes! The new task combines each type of mask into one task, and changes the task number, conditions and standards. Clarifies the time standards for donning the M40-Series Mask—nine (9) seconds, which includes clearing and checking the mask. The old way was to clear and check the mask twice within 9 seconds, both before and after the head harness was pulled over. The new way requires you to clear and check the mask only once; after you pull the head harness over your head and tighten all straps. Also, there are no time standards for donning the hood, even though almost every ARTEP manual in the system incorrectly says that you have 15 seconds to don your mask and hood. (The test administration times on page 7 in the new FY 02 CTT Manual also says you have “9 seconds to don mask and hood”.) Soldier must also drink water from his or her canteen with the mask on.

6.  Maintain Your Assigned Protective Mask (task #031-503-1036; changed FY 01). New task title, and new task number replaces 031-503-1005, 031-503-1011, 031-503-1024, and 031-503-1026.  New conditions reflect all types of masks in the system.  New standards include actually cleaning the mask as well as conducting PMCS.  Performance steps include replacing the filter canisters (as needed), which used to be a separate task.

7.  Identify Chemical Agents Using M256-series Chemical Agent Detector Kits (task #031-503-2001; changed FY 02). Small changes to this task, to include the task title. I think that performance step number 4 should read, “correctly dispose” of expended detector, not “corrected and dispose” of detector. This task is rarely on the CTT, so units might need to purchase some M256 Kit trainers. Stock numbers for Simulator Detector Tickets are 6665-01-378-5414 for T400/401, 6665-01-379-0492 for T400/402, or 6665-01-293-2149 for the whole refill kit.
8.  Submit NBC 1 Report (task #031-503-3005; changed FY 00). There are new conditions (minor changes to the wording and references) and standards. Prior to filling out the NBC 1 Report, the soldier must first react to the NBC attack, submit a Spot Report (using the SALUTE format) for attack notification, then fill out and send a properly formatted NBC 1 Report.

Please ensure widest dissemination of this information to all those who conduct NBC training with our soldiers. As professional Chemical NCOs and soldiers, it would behoove us all to become resident experts on these basic tasks. Commanders at all levels are depending on us to train in accordance with current doctrine during individual, leader, and collective training events under NBC conditions.  


Any corrections or questions regarding this information, please contact the author below.
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