CMC3 TIC/TIM PRACTICAL EXERCISE

SITUATION:  You are the Brigade Chemical Officer for the 1st Brigade, 1st CAV DIV.  Your Brigade Command Post (CP) and Brigade Support Area (BSA) are both located approximately 1 km downwind from Krazdic Chemical Manufactory, GMBH, a chemical processing plant in Bosnia-Herzegovina.  Your brigade commander wants to know how to deal with the physical location of his CP and BSA in relation to this plant and how to protect the soldiers in the event a terrorist or stray artillery/mortar round strikes the plant.   You've been in contact with the JTF Civil-Military Affairs Officer and Host Nation (HN) Support Officer and find the following chemicals are used in the plant:

Benzene


CAS 71-43-2

Benzoyl Peroxide 
CAS 94-36-0 

Methyl isocyanate (MIC)
CAS 624-83-9

Phthalic anhydride
CAS 85-44-9



Phosphorus trichloride
CAS 7719-12-2

The Host Nation (HN) Support Officer provides you with excerpts from his NIOSH Pocket Guide to Chemical Hazards (enclosed).  He also informs you that most of the chemicals are stored in 5000 gallon tanker trailers, 100-pound cardboard drums, or 55-gallon steel drums.  The MIC in particular, is stored in drums in a refrigerated storage locker inside the plant at 5 degrees F.  With the information available to you make an assessment of the situation.

REQUIREMENT:  The brigade commander wants to know the following:

1.  What kind of protective equipment (if any) is available to the soldiers?  Is their MOPP gear (BDOs, M40 mask with C2A1 filter sufficient?

2.  What kind of precautions should the FSB or HHC, 1st Brigade take to prepare for their defense if the plant is attacked by terrorists or artillery fire.

3.  If the plant catches fire, what kind of hazards from fighting those fires can be expected?  Should the units get involved?  How far away should the unit evacuate? 

4.  Is there any kind of chemical detector/early warning device available for field use that can provide warning that a toxic industrial material hazard is present?

5.  What are the symptoms of exposure to any of these materials?  What are the first aid measures required if exposed?

DISCUSSION IN SMALL GROUPS:

