UNCLAS

SUBJECT: Safety of Use Message (SOUM) TACOM Control Number SOUM-04-011,

Technical, Identification and Replacement of Defective Coupling Half Quick

Disconnect (CHQD), NSN 4730-01-391-8461, for the Drinking System of the

M40A1 Chemical-Biological Field Mask, NSN 4240-01-370-3821/3822/3823, LIN

M12418; M42A2 Chemical-Biological Combat Vehicle Mask, NSN

4240-01-413-4100/4101/4102, LIN M18526; M45 Chemical-Biological Land Warrior

Mask, NSN 4240-01-447-6989/6987/8967/6988, LIN M12736; and the M45

Chemical-Biological Aircrew Mask, NSN 4240-01-414-4034/4035/4051/4052, LIN

M12736.

D      XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX D

 A     X                     "WARNING"                    X  A

  N    X DEATH OR SERIOUS INJURY TO SOLDIERS, OR DAMAGE   X   N

   G   X TO ARMY EQUIPMENT WILL OCCUR IF THE INSTRUCTIONS X    G

    E  X IN THIS MESSAGE ARE NOT FOLLOWED.                X     E

     R XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX      R

1.  References: 

    a.  TM 3-4240-346-10/TM 09204A/09205A-10/1, Operator's Manual for M40A1 Chemical-Biological Field Mask and M42A2 Chemical-Biological Combat Vehicle Mask, paragraph 2-1, page 2-98, 01 Aug 1998.

    b.  TM 3-4240-346-20&P/TM 09204A/09205A-20&P/2, Unit Maintenance Manual (Including Repair Parts & Special Tools) for M40A1 Chemical-Biological Field Mask and M42A2 Chemical Biological Combat Vehicle Mask, paragraph 2-9, page 2-28, 01 Aug 1998.

    c.  TM 3-4240-348-20&P, Unit Maintenance Manual (Including Repair Parts & Special Tools) for M45 Mask Chemical-Biological Land Warrior Mask, paragraph 2.9.2 page 2-15, 28 Feb 2001.

    d.  TM 3-4240-341-20&P, Unit Maintenance Manual (Including Repair Parts & Special Tools) for M45 Chemical-Biological Aircrew Mask, paragraph 2.9.2 page 2-15, 07 Jun 1999.

2.  Distribution.  Note this is a "Safety of Use Message." MACOM Commanders will immediately retransmit this message to all subordinate

commands/activities within 24 hours of receipt of this message and

acknowledge receipt of this message within five working days to the Safety Office, Tank-automotive and Armament Command Rock Island (TACOM-RI), ATTN: AMSTA-CS-CZR, Rock Island, IL 61299-7630, or email:

amsta-cs-czr@ria.army.mil <mailto:amsta-cs-czr@ria.army.mil>.

3.  Problem Discussion.  

    a.  Summary of Problem.  This message is being sent to notify the users of the M40A1 Chemical-Biological Field Mask (LIN M12418), M42A2

Chemical-Biological Combat Vehicle Mask (LIN M18526), M45

Chemical-Biological Land Warrior Mask, and M45 Chemical-Biological Aircrew Masks (LIN M12736) that Coupling Halves Quick Disconnect (CHQD) were not produced to the Technical Data Package and under certain extraordinary circumstances have the potential to allow agent leakage, creating a hazard to personnel.

    b.  Initial Risk Assessment.  Engineering tests have shown that when a mask has a defective CHQD used in a highly contaminated environment, the dose of agent absorbed by the war fighter is less than the lethal dose. This results in a hazard severity category of Critical (Category II).  The definition of Critical is "Severe injury or illness, major system or environmental damage."  The probability of severe injury or illness is Remote (Level D).  In the event of a chemical attack, the war fighter would only be exposed if he was in an environment with high amounts of chemical or biological agents present AND he was using a mask with a defective CHQD. The fleet definition of Remote is: "Unlikely, but can reasonably be expected to occur."  This results in an initial risk assessment code of II-D (Critical - Remote).

    c.  Residual Risk Assessment.  Implementation of this SOUM/ MWO by

replacing all CHQDs in the field should reduce the probability of exposure to Improbable (Level E).  The fleet definition of Improbable is "Unlikely to occur, but possible."  This results in a residual risk assessment code of II-E (Critical - Improbable).

4.  User Actions:

    a.  Task Or Inspection Suspense Date.  NLT 15 days from date of this message.

    b.  Reporting Compliance Suspense Date.  MACOM Commanders will track and report compliance of this message for all subordinate commands/activities within 15 days of this message to: Chem/Bio-MWO@ria.army.mil <mailto:Chem/Bio-MWO@ria.army.mil>.

    c.  Inspection Procedures.  In accordance with applicable Technical

Manual procedures (check the 'Drinking System for Proper Function,'

references 1.a, 1.b, 1.c, 1.d), conduct the bubble testing with a buddy. Proceed as follows:

        (1) Fill a cup full of water.

        (2) Place mask assembly on face.

        (3) Immerse the CHQD into the cup of water.

        (4) Forcefully blow into the internal drink tube.

        (5) Buddy will watch for bubbles in the water.  

            (a) If there are no bubbles, the CHQD is operational.  The CHQD will be replaced at a later date through the Urgent MWO

3-4240-346-20-3(M40A1 and M42A2 Masks) and Urgent MWO 3-4240-40-20-1 (M45 Land Warrior and Aircrew Masks).  

            (b) If bubbles are detected, the CHQD is not operational and the mask is non-mission capable--remove the mask from service immediately. Instructions for replacement of the CHQDs that fail the bubble test follow.

    d.  Correction Procedures.

        (1) To obtain replacement of CHQDs, email requests to

Chem/Bio-MWO@ria.army.mil <mailto:Chem/Bio-MWO@ria.army.mil>.  All email requests must include the following information: 

          Unit Name:_____________________________________

           Unit UIC:_____________________________________

      Unit Location:_____________________________________

           POC Name:_____________________________________

    POC Phone Numbers (DSN and Commercial):

                    _____________________________________

    Quantity of Masks Requiring Replacement CHQDs:

    You must list the individual mask NSN and the quantity of 

    CHQDs required for each mask NSN, for example:

           Mask NSN: 4240-01-370-3823   Qty of CHQDs:_100

    Ship TO Address:_____________________________________

                    _____________________________________

                    _____________________________________

                    _____________________________________

        (2) Please note that the replacement CHQD Kit cannot be shipped

without all of the above information.

        (3) Per email request, a copy of the Urgent MWO 3-4240-346-20-3 or Urgent MWO 3-4240-300-20-1 and CHQD Kit will be shipped to the address provided.

        (4) The new replacement CHQD has three knurling (raised ridges on the surface) stripes in contrast to only two knurling stripes on the older CHQD. 

        (5) Upon receipt of the new CHQD, the user must immediately replace the CHQD and dispose of the old CHQD in accordance with MWO Disposal Instructions.

5.  RDECOM/TACOM-RI/PM Actions:

    a.  RDECOM has identified that face pieces were assembled with defective CHQDs.

    b.  TACOM-SBC Rock Island is preparing both Urgent MWOs 3-4240-346-20-3 (M40A1 and M42A2 Masks) and 3-4240-300-20-1 (M45 Land Warrior and M45 Aircrew).

    c.  TACOM-RI is expediting CHQDs procurement actions.  All CHQDs will eventually be replaced with new production items, free issue.

    d.  The actions defined herein are required by the users to ensure the CHQDs deficiencies have been corrected.

6.  Points of Contact (POC):

    a.  TACOM-SBC Rock Island MWO Coordinator, Ms. Jennie Cook, DSN

793-7011/CML (309) 782-7011, or email address: cookj4@ria.army.mil

    b.  TACOM-SBC Rock Island Chemical-Biological Mask Equipment Specialist, Ms. Mary H. Wischoff, DSN 793-1936/CML (309) 782-1936, Fax Number DSN 793-4651/CML (309) 782-4651 or email address: wischoffm@ria.army.mil.

    c.  RDECOM Chemical Equipment Hotline U.S. toll free number:

1-800-831-4408 or DSN 584-1166/CML (410) 436-1166, Fax Number DSN

584-3912/CML (410) 436-3912, or email address: CEH@apgea.army.mil

    d.  RDECOM Project Engineer, Mr. Kevin Joubert, DSN 584-6147/CML (410)436-6147, Fax Number DSN 584-2961/CML (410) 436-2961, or email address:kevin.joubert@us.army.mil 

    e.  RDECOM Chemical-Biological Mask System Manager, Mr. Steve Kaminsky, DSN 584-6533/CML (410) 436-6533, Fax Number DSN 584-2961/CML (410) 436-2961, email: steven.kaminsky@us.army.mil.

    f.  MARCORLOGCOM Joint Service NBCD Equipment Assessment Program

Manager, Mr. Jack Hart, DSN 567-6857/CML(229) 639-6857, Fax Number DSN

567-6882/CML (229) 639-6882, or email: hartj@logcom.usmc.mil

    g.  TACOM-RI Safety Engineer is Mr. Gavin Ziegler, DSN 793-2995, CML (309) 782-2995, email: gavin.ziegler@us.army.mil

    h.  To find your TACOM Logistics Assistance Representative (LAR), you must be a registered user in the Army Electronic Product Support (AEPS)database, click on this link

:<https://aeps2.ria.army.mil/Services/Lars/Tacom/larmap/LARlocate/larmap.cfm.  Then select the appropriate region, i.e. CONUS, USAREUR, Far East,Kuwait.  Select the location nearest you and click on a name. This will give you a LAR's name, DSN and commercial phone number, email address, and photo.

If you are not a registered user, request access at the public page:

https://aeps.ria.army.mil/aepspublic.cfm, click on "Access Request Form" and follow the instructions for obtaining an AEPS userid.  If you don't have access to AEPS, you can also obtain this information by contacting the TACOM Senior Command Representative (SCR) for your area.

  CONUS-East (includes all units east of the Mississippi, FORSCOM, and all National Guard and Reserve units), DSN 236-6951, Commercial 910-396-6951.

  CONUS-Central (includes all units in North Dakota, South Dakota,

Minnesota, Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Louisiana, Texas, Colorado, New Mexico, and all National Guard and Reserve units), DSN 737-0263, Commercial 254-287-0263.

  CONUS-West (includes all units in Washington, Oregon, Nevada, California, Arizona, Utah, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, and all National Guard and Reserve units), DSN 357-2991, Commercial 253-967-2991.

  USAREUR (Great Britain, Germany, Belgium, Luxemburg, Italy, Bosnia,

Kosovo, and Macedonia) DSN 314-375-3461, Commercial 01149 621-487-3461, in Germany, 0621-487-3461.

  Far East (includes Alaska, Hawaii, Korea, Okinawa, Kwajlein, and Japan)DSN 315-722-3552, commercial 011 82 32 520-6552.
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