INFORMATION PAPER

13 February 2003

SUBJECT:  INFORMATION ON SKIN EXPOSURE REDUCTION PASTE AGAINST CHEMICAL WARFARE AGENTS (SERPACWA)

1. Purpose.  To provide current information on SERPACWA, its availability, and its production 

2. Facts.

a. SERPACWA is a cream containing chemically inert perfluorinated polymers (Teflon) that is applied to susceptible areas of the skin (wrists, neck, groin) before donning MOPP.  When used in conjunction with MOP and the M291 Skin Decontaminating Kit, SERPACWA will prevent or significantly reduce the toxicity associated with skin exposure to CWA.  Army doctrine currently states that each service member will be provided with six units of SERPACWA in single use soft pouches for three (3) days of use in theater.

b. The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has approved SERPACWA for military use only.  It is currently being manufactured through a prime contractor (McKesson, Rockville, MD).  Approximately 17K pouches have been produced and released by the contractor with a follow on release of about 12K pouches next week.  These lots represent consistency lots, required by the FDA to ensure product quality and safety.  The manufacturer has retained some material for FDA-mandated long-term stability and shelf life testing.

c. Using OTSG and other funds, the Chemical Biological Medical Systems Project Management Office ordered an additional 180K pouches, procured long lead items, and prepositioned raw materials in the U.S. from overseas in anticipation of additional production.  Current production capacity is 18-20K pouches per day.  Surge production could double this output.

d. The OTSG currently has programmed for 4QFY03 sufficient funding only to produce a second lot of SERPACWA (approximately 180K pouches).  Production of this lot in 2QFY03 requires $2M immediately.  Continued production to meet Army requirements will require additional funding to initiate a new contracting effort.

