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This pilot exercise established the foundation for Level 
A toxic training at the USACBRNS CDTF. “We wanted to 
do this type of mission, validate the CDTF, and open it up to 
Level A—the highest level of protective gear. The success of 
this exercise is expected to open the door for CSTs nationally 
to conduct training of their survey teams here,” said Lieutenant 
Colonel Johnson. 

The primary near-term USACBRNS objective is to 
integrate Level A toxic training into CBRN PME courses. This 
integration is expected to occur in mid-Fiscal Year 2009, but 
the date depends on the receipt of an organic set of Level A 

A member of the 93d CST collects a sample of the 
nerve agent VX from the components of a homemade 
distillation device at the CDTF.

A member of the 93d CST collects a sample of the 

equipment. In the meantime, collective training for CSTs and 
deployable CBRN defense units can be planned and coordinated 
in much the same way as the pilot exercise for the 93d CST. 

This new USACBRNS capability has postured the CDTF 
to become the premier toxic-agent CBRN training venue in the 
world. It supports USACBRNS institutional training objectives 
and offers a modular unit, collective-training focus; full scope, 
multiagency collective CBRN operations; and realistic, threat-
based training scenarios with unit-tailored training objectives 
that include chemical warfare agent and toxic industrial 
materials hazards. 

With the expectation that our Nation will face the threat 
of terrorism and the use of WMD for years to come, our 
military and civilian leaders must continue to look for new and 
innovative ways to train our forces. The development of hazmat 
technician certifi cation within the PME courses and Level A 
toxic-training opportunities at the CDTF is indicative of the 
USACBRNS commitment to this endeavor.  
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