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fi re from an unknown enemy. The Iraqi forces providing security 
returned fi re. The site was closed off with T-wall barriers and 
concertina wire.

Summary

The scope and scale of Operation Dragon’s Den surprised 
many personnel, including those who participated in the 
mission. In all, more than 260 toxic entries were made by 

CBRN personnel pack nonleaking containers of nitric acid 
on pallets for movement to Camp Fallujah.

44 personnel over the 3 nights, with 4 minor injuries; and 
143 ninety-fi ve-gallon overpacks and 43 pallets of nitric acid 
were transported to Camp Fallujah for turn-in to the hazmat 
yard. Removing the nitric acid prevented it from being used in 
homemade explosives. 

Keys to the successful mission included the attention to 
safety, integration of environmental specialists, and can-do 
attitude of CBRN Soldiers and Marines. Many lessons learned 
were documented; and tactics, techniques, and procedures were 
refi ned. Doctrine and training must be refi ned to include these 
types of large-scale hazmat and environmental-remediation 
missions.  

At the time this article was written, Lieutenant Colonel Karatzas 
was serving as the chief of MNC-I, CBRN Operations, and as the 
mission commander for Operation Dragon’s Den. He is currently 
serving as the deputy director, Directorate of Training and Leader 
Development, U.S. Army Chemical, Biological, Radiological, and 
Nuclear School, Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri. 

At the time this article was written, Sergeant First Class Ibarra 
was serving as the operations and training offi cer (S3) NCOIC 
for the 303d Military Intelligence Battalion and as the operations 
NCOIC for Operation Dragon’s Den. He is currently serving 
as a training developer in the Capabilities Development and 
Integration Directorate, U.S. Army Maneuver Support Center, 
Fort Leonard Wood.

Nominations are being accepted for the 2009 Chemical 
Corps Regimental Association (CCRA) Hall of Fame and 
Distinguished Member of the Corps honors. 

Hall of Fame.  This award is extended to Chemical 
personnel (living or deceased) who have spent their 
professional careers serving the Chemical Corps or 
have performed a signifi cant act of heroism. Their 
service to the Corps must be extraordinary.  
Distinguished Member of the Corps.  This award 
is extended to living members who served the Corps 
in their professional lives and continue to serve it in 
their personal lives. Active Army military and current 
federal civilian personnel are not eligible for the 
program. The nominations are limited to personnel 
who have been retired for at least two years. 

For nomination criteria and submission requirements, see 
<http://www.chemical-corps.org/honors.htm>. Nomination 
packets should be sent to:  

 Commandant 
 U.S. Army Chemical, Biological, Radiological, and

  Nuclear School
 Regimental Historian
 ATTN: ATSN-CM-H 
 Fort Leonard Wood, MO 65473-8926
All packets must arrive before 5 May 2009. For more 

information, call (573) 563-7339 or e-mail <david.chuber
@us.army.mil> or <christy.lindberg@us.army.mil>. 
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