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The motto of the U.S. Army Chemical Corps,
“Elementis regamus proelium,” is expressed in 
Latin—a dead language that is unknown to the 

vast majority of the U.S. population. The English trans-
lation of the motto is “Let us rule the battle through the 
elements.” In addition to the confusion caused by the use 
of a dead language for our motto, the Latin version of the 
motto has been routinely written as “Elementis, Regamus, 
Proelium!” for the past several years. This is incorrect. 
While the use of commas to separate the individual words 
in the motto of the U.S. Military Academy “Duty, Honor, 
Country” is appropriate, the motto of the Chemical Corps 
is a sentence and separating the words with commas is 
wrong. We would never write “Let, Us, Rule, The, Battle, 
Through, The, Elements.” We should not write, “Elemen-
tis, Regamus, Proelium!”

There is a simple fix to this confusion. Why use a dead 
language to express the Chemical Corps motto? Writ-
ing the motto in Latin does nothing to enhance it; it only 
makes the motto more difficult for the warfighter to com-
prehend. We should follow the advice commonly found 
in writing guides to “write in English.” English is the lan-
guage of the U.S. Declaration of Independence and the 

U.S. Constitution. It is the most widely spoken language 
in our country. Using English to express a motto does not 
in any way diminish the authority or impact of the motto. 
If English is acceptable for the motto of the U.S. Military 
Academy, it should also be acceptable for the Chemical 
Corps.

The use of Latin for our motto is artificial and pre-
tentious. Neither of those characteristics describes the 
modern-day Chemical Corps. Let us change the motto of 
the Chemical Corps from “Elementis regamus proelium” 
to “We control the battle through the elements,” which is 
a much more modern motto that our warfighters can easily 
understand. 
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Improve Our Motto

“We control the battle through the elements.”


