Year of the NCO

“The goal of the corps of NCOs, whose duty is the day-to-day
business of running the Army so that the officer corps has time
to command it, is to continue to improve our Army at every turn. We want
to leave it better than we found it. Regardless of the kind of unit you're
in, it ought to be an “elite” outfit, because its NCOs can make it one.”

~SMA William G. Bainbridge,
5th Sergeant Major of the Army

We announce 2009 as the Year of the NCO. During this year, we will accelerate
previously approved strategic NCO development initiatives that enhance training,
education, capability, and utilization of our NCO Corps. We will showcase the NCO
story for the Army and the American people to honor the sacrifices and celebrate the

contributions of the NCO Corps, past and present.

Today’s NCO operates autonomously, with confidence and competence. We
empower and trust our NCOs like no other army in the world. In fact, many of the world’s
armies are looking at our NCO Corps as a model for their own as they recognize the
vital roles NCOs play in our Army.

Our NCOs lead the way in education, in training, in discipline. They share their
strength of character with every Soldier they lead, every officer they serve, and every
civilian they support.

NCOs are the keepers of our standards. From the recruiting station to basic training
to combat zones; civil affairs to medicine to logistics; natural disaster assistance to
graveside attendance at Arlington; whether Active, Guard or Reserve, our NCOs take
the lead. Hence the phrase, Sergeant take the lead!
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