Regimental Command Sergeant Major

Greetings Dragon Soldiers! Recently, I was engaging in a reflective moment
and realized just how great it is to view the dawning of each new day. The dawning
of a new day introduces new challenges to face, policies to embrace, tactics to
achieve, and concepts to understand as the Chemical Corps moves forward at a pace
that has never been greater. The Corps must remain relevant and ready—focused on
the task of meeting the challenges of evolving chemical, biological, radiological,
nuclear, and high-yield explosives (CBRNE) battlefield operations.

The Chemical Corps already has some great assets; however, stagnation is
never our goal. We continue to have organizational growth which, in turn, increases
personnel growth. I would like to take this opportunity to highlight the Corps’
upward mobility concept by focusing on the 20th Support Command (CBRNE)
(also referred to as the CBRNE Command). The command integrates, coordinates,
deploys, and provides trained and ready forces and is prepared to exercise command
and control of specialized CBRNE operations for joint and Army commanders. . —

As we meet the challenges of battlefield operations, the Chief of Chemical’s vision Comman.d Sergeant Major
for the Chemical Corps continues to move us forward by equipping and training the Patrick Z. Alston
force to be true combat multipliers for combatant commanders. The 20th Support Command (CBRNE) consists of professional
Soldiers who are imbued with the warrior ethos and are technically and tactically ready to face future battlefield challenges.
We have increased our capabilities through operational teams specializing in CBRNE coordination, emergency response,

nuclear disablement, chemical and biological disablement and elimination, and remediation and restoration.

Our Corps continues to provide a Center of Excellence where leaders and Soldiers can obtain advice on CBRNE technical
information in areas such as command and control, communications, hazards, facilities, and remediation and restoration.

The Chemical Corps is an ever-evolving force provider that is collectively training to ensure readiness on all
battlefield fronts. The dawning of the new day and the Corps’ ability to respond, assess, mitigate, and eliminate CBRNE
hazards will secure brighter tomorrows for our Nation!

The birth of the 20th Support Command (CBRNE) was due largely to the fear of a CBRNE terrorist attack on
the U.S. mainland. The Army reassessed its options and consolidated its specialized assets under the 20th. The 20th
Support Command (CBRNE), a subordinate command assigned to the U.S. Army Forces Command, was officially
established in October 2004 and will become fully operational in 2009. Prior to the unit’s creation, specialized U.S.
Army CBRNE assets were organized under the U.S. Army Materiel Command as part of an interim guardian brigade.
This provisional brigade provided the Army with the time needed to properly prepare, organize, and resource the 20th
with full-spectrum CBRNE capabilities and the ability to support combatant commanders and local first responders
(such as emergency services) within the continental United States (CONUS) and outside the continental United States
(OCONUS). When fully operational, units under the 20th Support Command (CBRNE) will include the 52d Ordnance
Group, 71st Ordnance Group, 48th Chemical Brigade, and 111th Ordnance Group (Army National Guard).

The 52d, 71st, and 111th will be designated as explosive-ordnance disposal (EOD) units. The 20th will leverage
these subordinate units and provide the Army with a diverse response force that is capable of operating in a variety of
environments (from small, heavily populated metropolitan areas to severely impacted larger areas). At full operational
capability, the 20th will provide the Nation and the Army with a robust response force capable of conducting CBRNE
and weapons of mass destruction operations across the full range of military operations.

The Chemical Corps continues to employ our greatest asset: the Soldier. The U.S Army Chemical School is moving
forward to solidify this great asset through training, education, doctrinal guidance, and technical support. The Corps
continues to meet the challenges of the War on Terrorism and its threats to the Nation by increasing organizations
and enhancing personnel. One outstanding initiative is incorporating a Corps warrant officer program. Not only will
this program maintain the service longevity of skilled Dragon Soldiers, it will also synchronize the skill sets that our
Soldiers possess to better support the combatant commander.

At the end of the day, when dusk sets in, this Nation and our Army can rest assured that Dragon Soldiers are
focused on the task of meeting the challenges of evolving battlefield operations.
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