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CHEMICAL SCHOOL RECEIVES FULL
ACCREDITATION

By Mr. Robert Johnson

Like a schoolboy waiting for his report card, the U.S. Army Chemical School breathed a sigh of relief as it
received full accreditation from the U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command (TRADOC) on 29 March 2006. The
U.S. Army Military Police School, also located at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri, received full accreditation aswell.

According to Bob Wilhelm, an evauator at the Maneuver Support Center (MANSCEN) Quality Assurance Office,
standardsin training, training support, and proponent functionswere measured during the accreditation process. “ This
isareally big deal for both schoolsand, yes, itislikeareport card,” Wilhelm said. “Both schools had to achieve an 80
percent or better [score] acrossall 24 standardsto receive the full accreditation standing. If the schools had met every
standard at 100 percent, they would have been listed as an Institute of Excellence, but nobody in TRADOC isgoingto
seethat level thisyear. There are too many issues, such as funding, that are beyond the gates of Fort Leonard Wood
that would influence that level of rating. In today’stight budgets, full accreditation is ahigh achievement,” Wilhelm
said. “The process starts with a self-assessment, which is a serious look at yoursalf and how you are training, then
TRADOC provides an assistance visit to help the school meet areas where there are shortfalls or deficiencies. .. ."
Wilhelmsaid.

The Chemical and Military Police Schools join the U.S. Army Engineer School (USAES) and the MANSCEN
Noncommissioned Officer Academy (NCOA) (both based at Fort L eonard Wood) in their accreditation award status.
The USAES and the NCOA received their ratingsin July 2004. e%®

Mr. Johnson is the managing editor for the Fort Leonard Wood Guidon.

July—December 2006 29





