Book Reviews-

By Mr. Reid Kirby

A Bridge Not Attacked: Chemical Warfare Civilian Research During World War |1, Dr.
Harold Johnston, World Scientific Publishing, 2003.

Unfortunately, thisbook escaped my attention when it wasfirst published, but itisavailablein
paperback now and well worth reading. Dr. Johnston writes of his personal involvement in World
War Il chemical warfare research with the National Defense Research Committee (NDRC) at
the Californialnstitute of Technology (Caltech) and Berkeley. Official historiesare available, but
A Bridge Not Attacked offers more of an oral history and adds depth to the people involved.

R : The title, A Bridge Not Attacked, is after the poetic reasoning of Dr. Johnston’s mentor,
Profr Roscoe G. Dickinson, who introduced the research mission to his graduate students at Caltech by saying,
“We are guarding a bridge that may never be attacked; we hope it will not be. If it is not attacked, our work has
succeeded.”

Thefirst part of the book is an autobiography of the author, and subsequent chapters have biographical sketches
of the other researchers presented. Caltech researchers investigated sulfur decafluoride (Agent Z or S-10), cyanides,
and monitoring equipment usedinfield trials. Thereisalso aconsiderabl e presentation of micrometeorology investigations
made by the group. Although not the focus of the book, the Chemical Warfare Service appearsin several recollections
of ironic situations. The search for achemical proving ground and the experiences of researchersin thefield trials at
Mount Shasta, Dugway Proving Ground, Bushnell, and San Jose | sland make up the later half of the book. One of the
interesting facts that the author offers is the percentage of fatalities attributed to war research within the NDRC,
which was comparable to the percentage of fatalities suffered by the military at large (1.7 percent and 1.8 percent,

respectively).

Mr. Kirby is a project manager for TALX Corporation. He holds a bachelor’s degree in valuation science from Lindenwood
College, with a minor in biology and special studies in behavioral toxicology and biotechnology.
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