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Forgword

This is a tentative study of the gas experience
of the 3 Division during World War . This study
IS pet presented as a definitive and official history,
but 1S reproduced for current reference use within the
Military Establishment pending the gublication of an

approved history.

The author was assisted in his research by ¥rs.

Charlotte ¥ 8¢lin and Mr. Quy F. Goodfellom,

i Comwsats and suggestions relative
to accuracy and adequacy <f treatment azrs invited, amnd
may be transaitted to the Chief, 4.$. Army Chemical Corps
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THE 3rd DIVISION AT CHATEAU THIERRY
July 1918

The threat of disaster on the Western Front presented by the
great Gerzen offensives in the spring of 1918 precipltated American
forces, then training in France, into battle some months before they were
considexred recdy. The lst and 2nd Divislons, commltted in April and June,
and the 4th and 26th Civisions, put in the line early in July, did not
wet any of these offensives head on. Only the 3rd and 42nd Divisions,
at the marne, had that experience. The present study resords mow the 3rd

Division Wt the German offensive «f 1% July 1918,

The tendensy Of higher headguartezs during World War 1 to expest
scre Of Regular Amy divisions than of guard or draft divisions does not
sea 10 have Seen justified in the case Of the 3rd Division. [ts Regular
Amy <owelmmsni was NOt much greater than in National Guard or Natiomal
Arwy divisions in the AER. It =t limited to the division and brigade head-
quarters staffs and to one Regular Amy officer IN each cowpiny,l
And despite 1ts Aegulsr Arery status, the division was probably less ready
for combat tmam ey Other that had errived in France wp to that time, In

sddition, it had DOth ieadership end discipline problems, graphically

1

History of the the World War, compiled by
®a) Fredoric V. Henenway, Div Hist {Anderaach~sn-der-Anine, 1 Feb
1919}, p. 1. This 397-page work by unit historfans will be cited
hereafter a8 History.



déseribed by its highly v iculate Chief of Staff.2 These . oves to be
well-nioh inguperable factore in the performance of € - ¢ll.slom.

The wém frene which fre Jed Divishion seems néver to h_avi whol!y'
recovered was thé gas bombardment of 15 July }918. That morning, in Prepara-
tion for the fEftA 's_ﬁe last Garman offensive, the Gerwan Seventh, Fiigt asnd
Thizd Aviley put down & fcmn-hwi- gas and high explosive bomberdeent on an
attack fromt of alMost 120 kilometers. It caught the 3rd Divi<ion on the
-xtreme left flank of the front. Like the earlier préparatory bombardhents
that spring; that on 15 July was not interded by the Germans to déstroy the
defensive works of the enemy but mersly to paralyze morale until the German
infantry could break through.3 '

There seems kittle doubt that ﬁMtf relatively few casvalties a6 a
result of the erm,.t!l’w morale of 3rd Division wis badly shattered
by the shelling: The suk aguent failure of the ememy attack in the 3xd
Pivisfon sector; as elseshere, rosulted rather from events Immedistely prior
to the bombardment and to inadégiaries of th Bombardment ftself tham to
any herolc defense made below the Marme. ‘

The preseht study describes the preparations of 3rd Division to mest
the attack, the conduct of the division during the bosbardment and the German

attack thet followed, and the experience of the division during its subgequent

T | |
Ses corresp atehd to Lpsc Rpt of upns of 3rd Div, July 15 ~ 31
{3rd Div Box 21, 33.6). _ :

3 _ T
Sed CWS Weskly Sum of ldfo, 19 Jun amd 3 Jul {war Dept Mist Box 298).

L]




advance above the Marae.

"On May 30th we stepped into history"

Maj. Gen. Joseph T. Dickman's 3rd Division as organized at Camp
Green, Charlotte, N+« C., on 27 November 1917, comprised the 4th and 7th
Infantry, 5th Brigade, under Brig. Gen. Fred %. Sladen; the 30th and 38th
Infantry, 6th Brigade, under Brig. Gen.Charles Crawford; the 10th, 7éth,
and 18th FA 3rd FA Brigade, urder Col. William M. Cruikshank; and the usual

machine gun, engineer, medical, and signal semponents and supply trains.

The division landed in France in April 1918 and after little more
than a month of retraining it bypassed its scheduled tour of duty in the

trenches and “stepped into history.” 4

. On 27 May the Gexmgn High Command launched its fourth offensive that

spring, spearheaded by the Seventh gxmy driving from the Chemin des Dames.
Four days later tho point of the attack came to a halt at the Harne after
a penetration of nearly forty miles (¥ep No. 1)» Seventh army had gone
farther and faster than the German comrmand had thought possible, and the

advance could not be resumed until supplies and heavy artillery Came up.

On 30 M2y, as the Germans continued to advance, Pershing put his
2nd and 3rd Divisions, the latter then training at Chateau Villain, a

hundred miles southeast of Chateau Thierry, at the disposal of General

History, p. 2.
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d'Esperay, commanding the French Group of Armies of the North. They were
ordered to the XXI and XXXVIII French Corps areas of Duchesne's (shortly

to be Degoutte's) Sixth French Army, in the Chatsau Thierry region.

on the afternoon of the 30th, the motorized 7th Ma¢hine Qun Battalion
of 3rd Division set et for Chateau Thierry, going into pesitien the next
afternoon along the river front in the town as the Gexmans entered its

nerthern limits.  The two infantry srigdes entrained the night of X ¥y

© Jparwhile, On 2 June, as

and wers sloost a week arriving at the front.
the French contimied to fall back west of Chateau T™ierry, tha Germans
advanced cautiously, taking Sussiares, Torsy, the Bois de Balleau, and
Hill 204 before they came to a halt in fwvont of the rallying French and
the 2nd smerican Division. 2wt from Chateau Thierry east, $8y30%h Apmy
had already stopped, urable tO exoss the Marns without considerable

preacamtion7

On arriving in the ¥srns sector on 4 = 6 June, the 3rxd Division

infantry was dispersed by battalions ameny the slements of the 10th

Order 1306, 3rd Se¢, Hg G of armies of North, I May (3rd Div
Box 18, 32.7)1 Maj John Re Menderhall, 7¢h MG Bn, "The Fist in the
Dyke » Infantrvy Journal (Jan 1936), pp. 137 23. when relieved on
4 Jun, the 7th MG Bn had suffered 32 casualties (Mad Hist of 2zd Div,
pe 124, kzd Dept Box 343)’ fol l)o

6
FO 3, 3rd Div, 2450 hr, 1 Jun (3rd Div Box 12, 32.1),

7 .
See Rpt of Prisonei~Interrogations by Fr L0, 5th Brig Hg, 3 Jun
(3ard Div BOX 30, 22.3). Y ’ ’




olonial and 20th French Pivisions spanaing the river front from Chateau
Tilerry t0o Dormans. 19 3over gaps in thelr lines and strangthan (he
Marne bridges, “he Franch comtinued to shist the bettaliens about
rervously ell the next week. At one time the units of tho division, some
salt as platoons, we 1 iproxd out across the front from La Ferte=

sous-Jouarre to Courthlary (¥ap No. 2)-8

Once iN the line, sefd the 6th Brigads commarnder, “w¢ wers not
s:riously molested by tho enemy for six weeks; except by a rald Or two
and by desultory artillery fire, ThO German drive from tho north had

~ d-rn)f.® 9

Tho Division (s fersserdlaed

Tho 3rd Division arrived rt the front without a sas organization,

alinough tRe troops had recelved soma 343 training early in Sy when W)},

woodruff M. Somervell of tho Engineers was appsinted Division Gas Officer.i®

History, pp. 3~ 43 Memo, 0 =~ 3 t0o Cof§ 3rd Dlvy 4 Jun, subt Qperations
changer (with DORs in 3rd Div Box 20, 33.1); Gen Onxder of ©ens 3261, 3rd
Sec, 6th Fr Army, 10 Jun (384 Div Box 18, 32.7).

? [ortg °"g}9°'j"" Crawford, wm_mn_m_am.m (Kansas

City, ¥o. 261}y p. 46.

0

1 For tho unsatisfactory efforts rt gas trafning in the States; ave Frogreny
Reports, Jan 1918, in 3rd Div Box 26, 96.2. 7th Inf hand receipts dated 14
and 16 May indlcate that all companivs were ISsued coples of the Aray War

College manual, w Part II Mathod:

and Part III. A% _ L3 51y ; ‘ &?ﬂ
Metho wu hsuﬂd only to rogimntal hq 3rd Div Box 36, 10.9;

dg of Offense
manual In War Dept Hist Box 205).
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troops at the Rrne can only be guessed. ?he most important of these memos,
prepared on 8 June for all units, ordered the French M-2 mask turned in since
the British small box respirator {3BR} was to be the only authorized mask
in the aEF. The same memo defined the zones in the sector where the mask
was to be worn at the ready and alert positions, warned that toxic effects
cf gas might be felt for several kilometers beyond the point of impact, and
trat %o Germans had been known to fire mustard gas oh areas as distant as
13 to 15 kilometers back of the front. All billets within 7 kilometers of
the front line and all battery positions were to have a supply of chloride
of lime for decentamination of the ground and bicarbonate of soda for
decontamination of the eyes and akin.12

Prominent IN the memo was an injunction mede familiar by its appear-

ance IN ONe form or another in the orders of other divisions:

11
G = 3 Order 2%; 3rd Div, 19 Jun (3rd Div Box 14, 32:13). Gas
personnel seems to have been designated on the spot. Two months later,
In accordance With AEF GO 79, RGOs, BGDs, and gas NCOs who were ''not
AEF trained™ were replaced or sent to school (Memo 125, 3rd Div, 23 Aug,
3rd Div Box 1, 1G.2).

12

~ As happened elsewnsre, Memo 103, 3rd Div, 7 Jul {3rd Biv Box li
10.8); wase ISSUed to warn that chloride of lime was for neutralizing
mustard gas shell holes ard not for general disinfecting purposes.




The attention of all ranks is directed to the ever increasing importance
of Gas Warfare....There shou.d be no joking about gas. Men should not
contract the habit of yelling "Gas," as a joke, even when they are away,
from the front, and shouid bs summarily disciplined for this offense.
And inevitably, a series of orders appeared saying that ¢ontrary
directives, officers and men wers going about in the headquarters area,
in the billeting areas, and even at the front without their gmeksy and in

some cases without either masks or helmets. 14

A week after corning into the sez%or, 3rd Division still hod no cer-
tain identification of the enemy units on its front. Upon prempting by
corps, patsols crossed the river repsatsdly until sne resurned with
prisoners, lasntifying the units ¢f the 10th lapdwehx Division cccupying
the thres~kllomstar sector between Chateau Thierzy and Gland: The enamy
forces were found holdiry a serisy of vifls pits along the edge of tho
Bois de Barbillon, with light machine quns dbetween the pits and heavy

machine ouns on the flanks. 15

In addition to tho general digparsicu of the 3rd Division along the
¥rne, ON 13 June a attallon of the Dth Infantry, followed Dy ome of the

4th Infantry, wes cent to the terporvary rellef of French units trying to

13
Mamo 96, 3rd DiV, B8 Jun, n.s. (3rd Liy Box 2, 1002)1

14

Memo, O CofS, 9 Jun (3ed Div Box 1, 10.2 and Box 3, 10.%9)) G- 1
Order 6, 16 Jun (Bex 14, 32.13); G 3 Crder 83, 4 Jul {Bex 13, R.13);
Memo, G - 1to 0 6th Eng, 10 Jul {Box 2, 10.2).

1%
30I 12 and 15, 13- 14 and 16~ 17 Jun (3xd Div Box 7, 20.1).




recapture Hill 204, Three days later the whole of the 7th Infantry was
dispatched by Sixth Army to relieve the badly mauled Marines In the Belleau
Wood-Bouresches sector, DBelleau Wood like Hill 204, proved to be "on-~
huge machine-gun nest," and after less than a week the regimental unitr

gratefully yielded their lines, almost intact, to tho returning forces.6

wWith its unitr released by Sixth Army and by the 10th Colonial and
20th French Divisions}” as the front became stable, 3rd Division at the end
06 June was for tho first time united. As the tW0 French divisions shifted
t2 the left and right, the 4thy 7th; 30th, and 38th Infantry, in columns
¢ wyttalions, moved in on a nine-kilometer front along tho river, fraom
the sast edge of Chateau Thlerry to within a kilometer of Varennes (Map

No. 3 and Cverlay) i3

on tho night of 3 = 4 July the first elemeants of the 3rd FA &rlgsde

came into the sestar, Joining tho French patteries of 75's, 108%s, and i55's

14

NO casualties have boon found for tho 3Cth Inf; the 4th Inf battalion
lost 13killed, 34 wounded, 3 missing at Hill 2045 the 7th Inf lort 51
killed, 265 wounded: 34 missaing at Bellesu Wood Gas casualties were NOt
distinguished., Ses History, pp. 81, 91, 13% = 363 Joseph 7. Dickman, The

de (Mew York, 1927), pp. 56, 2725 Cel €. H. fanva, Field Notes,

"Action of nd Bn, 30th Inf 6 T 7 June, on Hill 204,* 5 rpr 1919 (3rd Div
Box 40, 18.2). Rpts of the action at Bellesu Wood, described as wholly
"attended by c¢haos,“ are In 3rd Div Box 39, 3B.6.

17
These were soon to be replaced by the 39th and i2%th French Divs,
which ~ere the units adjoining 3rd Biv during July.

18
O 6, 3rd Div, 2359, 18 Juniy FC 7, 1800, ¢ Jul,
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already there. Ten days later tho divisional 13%'s arrived. The last

battery of 12%'s never made it; it was smashed On tho r¢ad during the

bombardment that night.39

The strategis featurs of the sector eccupled by 3rd Division was

the surmslin valley, a natural gateway to the south. Prom a#sve the junction
of surmalin brook with tho Marne, the enemy in the 8ls do Barbillon and
Forst de Ris had an unimpaired view ton Kilometers to the south. Dofilrating
the surmelin valley, from the snemy's point of view, were tho heights OF

the le Roeq plateau, crowned by the Bols d'Aigremonts Tho lmmfediate obstacle
to an advance down that valley to tho platesu was tho Harne, only about &0
vards wide On this front but quite desp and therefore hazardous for heavily

equipped trosps trying to cross L, 20

"Preparing by every manner OF means®

For all his sbservation to tho front, the enemy retglnad singulirly
unaggressive IN the weeks pefors the sttack. No one doubted that a new
offenrive was being prepired or tho genersl area whers 1t would fall.
Throughout tho period 3rd Division G = 2 reports were filled with tho sights
and sounds of attack preparations, the movement Of magsns, caissons, and wen,

the unloading of hollow ¢ylinders and the metallic pounding as of pontoons

19
Ltr cpty, CG 3rd FA Brig to CG 3rd Div, 18 Dac; subt Opfis Rpt,
14 Jul = 1 aug (3rd Div Box 22, 33.%);

20
Dickman, The Great Crusade, pp. b2 ~ 63.

- 12 .




and bridge parts being put together in the woods beyond the Marne. Daily,
scores of enemy planes crossed and recrossed the front, with as many as

108 planes counted one day.21

Again and again Division 6 = 3 reported on the "exceeding inactivity”
of the enemy artillery. G~ 2 reports for the 40 days between 4 June and
13 July indicate that the snemy fired less than 12,%00 shells, an average of
200 = 300 shells a day, falling off just before the offensive to less than
100 shells g day. Probably less than two-thirds of the 26 killed and 87
wounded reported by G = 3 in this period resulted from enemy shell and shrapnel.
The rest fell to snipers or were lost on patrols across the river. Only 7
of these 113 casualties are specifically identified as occurring at Hill
204; almost 400 others identified with the Chateau Thierry and Bels de

Belleau operations in June are unaccounted for in 3rd Division casualty

records-22

In that month and a half fewer than 130 gas shells were counted in
the sector, resulting in four gas casualties. In no instance did more than

20 gas shells fall on any one day, leading G = 2 to observe early in July:

21

s0I 25, 3rd Div, 26 = 27 Jun. G = 2 issued two sets of $0Is, an un-
numbered set from 4 = 20 Jun in 3rd Div Box 9, 20.9, and a numbered set,
SOI 9 = 41, 10 Jun = 13 Jul, in 3rd Div Box 7, 20.i, Thirteen reports are
missing in the second set and n% rpts have been found for the period 14 Jul =
12 aug, when the 3rd Div laft the sector.

22
Eleven reports are missing in the DORs between 3 Jun and 14 Jul (3rd
Div Box 20, 33.1). <cap fnalysls, p. 6.
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It has been noted that the enemy is using against this division tactics
similar to that which he has used against [other] new American Divisions
in respect to the use of GAS. His procedure has been to send over during
the first three weeks but a few stells gand those of a harmless sneezmg
nature. This {s done with the idsa of producing a feelin, <. apdacity in
regard to Gas and to lull the troops into a sense of false security.23

"The last week in June and the first two weeks of July were spent
in preparing by every manner of means...to meet the onslaught that...
all knew.~.was impending.” 2% To assist 3rd Division in {te preparations,
corps asked General Dickman to send some Of his officers over te see and

study the trenches prepared by the 125th French on the right. Ol¢kman

hm=elf went, too,

and fond that they had a viry peautiful plan with all sorte of lozenges,
beans, ki{dneys...and lother! various shapes of flgures in different colors
representing a verz elehorate system of trencher. But upon inguiry...most
of these trencher Lproved to bel, as the Spanish say, 20 croyegto, ande..
very little actual work had been done.....When the time came t0 maks uUne
of these French trenches, they made preparations for svacuation several
hours before the bombardment came, and when the Germans let dewn their
huge consgntration, the 125th French Division promptly disappeared from
the map.

23

sOI 34, 3rd Plv, 3 = 6 Jul. Hospital lists (see Analysis, p. B9)
show 24 gas casualties between 4 Jun = 14 Jul. CF. Telg, DX to
CofGas Serv, 18 Jun (GAF = 3rd Div); Memo, DGO for G = 3 3rd Div,
19 Jun, n«s+y and Ltrs, DGO to G = 3 3rd Div, 28 Jun and & Jul, sub:
Weekly Report (3rd Div Box 28, 63.3), all reporting little or no gas
activity.

24
History, pe 7+ The file of French corps and army instructions
on defense preparations is in 3rd Div Box 32, 3B6.

25
Pers ltr, Dickman, HJ Ft Sam Houston to Cel P. §. Bond, Washington,

D.Cv, 21 Feb 1919 (3rd Dlv Box 3, 11.4).




No single map of the defensive system in the 3rd Division sector has
been found, and perhaps none was made. The four lines Of defense that were
prepared remained elementary since the constant shifting of units and Of
sector limits until early July left little time for construction (see Map
No. 3 and Overlay). Along the river bank a series of rifle pits and machine
gun positions were manned by platoons and half-platoons as the cutpost line.
The second line consisted of a more or less continuous line of riflemen
along the railroad embankment. The main line of resistance or aqueduct
line followed the slopes of the first hills south of the Mazne, roughly along
the Paris agueduct that passed through the sector, and was not a line but a
series of strong points. The support or woods line ran along the slopes
of the -ec¢ond ridge below the Marne (the le Rocq plateau), extemding east
through the Bois d'Algremont into the Surmelin valley. The reverse slopes
of this ridge were organized by Sixth irmy, with the 28th #merican Divi-
sion in the rear of 3rd Division and the 73rd French. the counterattack
division, on the right below St. Eugene, ready to attack either toward Gland
Or Pagsy, 20

Thus echeloned in depth, all units were to hold their ground when
the attack came, beginning at the most advanced line. The foremest troops,

corps said, were to fight "with their feet in the water, so to speak." 27

26

History, ¢ 83 Col €. R. Howland, Z
(Ft Leavenviorth, Kansas, 1923), n 299: GC 72
Box 19, 32.7).

of the Wori13 W

27
Ltry, cG 38th Fr Cor;: to €6 3ry Div, 11 Jul, nvs. (3rd Dlv Box 19,

32.7).
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The field order governing 3rd Division at the time of the attack
said that in case the enemy used artificial fog or gas, all groups and
sentinels forward of the woods line (i.e., the support ' -} wsre to
"await in their present positions the advance of the enemy.” If the
woods Were tombsrded with gas, the troopr were to evacuate them at once,
since "weods and valleys constitute gas traps." They were to taks up
defensive positions on the flanks, to block the emrsmy advance and his

effortr at infiltration. The troops were also reassursd that thers was

ne danger of the enemy advancing through “gas poisoned areas.* 28

A slight medifisation of this gas defense plan, made at the last
minute, Mid that "In Case Of a gus attack cembat groups [half-platoon
unkts] will withdraw to the Railroad Line leaving thelr observation group
on the rive? fremt. No other troops will withdraws..untll ordered...by
higher authoritys...Troops Of the Rsilrasd Line will hold out to tho last.
If the line s plerced and countersttacks fail the combat groups will hold
out individually to Break the enemy’s fermations.” 29

The division was anply warned that the attack would unguestionably
>4 Crecedsd Dy *a vielent and short preperation...with hesvy and well
organlzed Use Of ¢4s shells,™ Or as Col. Robert H Cs Kelton, Chief of
Staff, phrssed it, "to dissemfort our troop.” during his attempt 1o cross

23
G - 3 Notes on Conferense, 5 Jul (3rd Div Bax 14, 32.18); Annex 6,
6 Jul, to ® 71 3rd Di\’r 2 Jul.

29

8) Plan of Defense, Gland Sector, 7th Inf, 12 Jul (3rd Div Box 34,
32.8).
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the river, the ereamy would likely use gas Or smoke or both in the wooded

areas along the river valley.30

as early as 12 June Major Somervell, the Division Gas Officer, was
instructed to submit for the division order for defense a draft Of pro-
tective measures to be exercised in the event of a gar bombardment. The
instructions appeared in & thres-page order on 1% June, cavering the neces~
sity of dally gas mask drills and inspections, the wearing of marks during
all bombardments, c¢autions in unmasking, treatment of gar casualtles, evacua-
tion procedures after mistard gas attack, preparation of Jas attack reports,
and a reminder that when a gas hombardment was over tho troops were to fire
"short pursts...from machine guns and rifles..«to prevent cerrosion® by

the chemicals in the air.

Although the enemy might use gas projectors on this front, the order
sald, he was now relying on gas shell for almost 60 percent of his gss
fire. The troops were reminded that 30 percent of gas casualties in the
past had resulted from premature removal of masks. Becauze of the high
percentage of casualties caused by gas, "strict gas discipline and constant

watchfulness by commanding offlcers IS neceisary....Strict compliance with

a0
Mamo, Cofs 3rd Div for 8rlg Comdrs, 1 Jul, and Memo 2476/1, 38th Fr
Corps, 7 Jul (3rd biv Box 19, 32.7),

G = 3 Order 44, 3rd Div, 23 Jun (3rd Piv Box 13, 32,13), reported on
a study made by Third Fr Army of German tactics in the Wontdldler-Noyon
offensive of 9 Jun. C#s Weekly Sum of Inf, 27 Mar, 4 kpr, % Jun, 12 Jun,
19 Jun, 26 Jun, and 3 Jul contained report6 on the gas bombardments for
earlier German cffensives. pul of Intel Info2,C-2 3rd biv, 6 Jul (3rd
Div Box 7, 20.3), publishad the data in Cws wsI, 3 July.
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the above [instructions] is enjoined upon all concerned and Cemmanding

Officers will be held accountable for the number Of gas <casualties ozcur—
ring in their ¢emmand . » 31

Although the 3rd pivision issued fnrtructions enough, a degree Of

ignorance, not to say helplessness, as to just what to do about a ¢as bombard-
ment ssems to have prevailed. This Ls implied in S statement without further
explanation ia the division history:
The use of gar and smoke {by the Ge;manil had been foreseen...but...was Nnot
yet sufficiently covered Lby directives) ec that proper precaution could ke
taken without loss in personnel and great confurion resulting therefrem.
The atate of indecision sesms clear from a repert of the 7th Infantry Regl-
mental Ges Officer a week efore the bombardment, that daily gae sz drill
was bBeing hold in the front lines, that the company in Fossoy had gas=proof
¢cellars, and thr dugout under construction for the reginental commend port
=4 t0 have gae curtains. But no other shelters in the ssctor Were @
Proof or wore to ¢ mads gas-proof except for a mettalion G that had
raquested and been issued gar blankrtr. 92

Anticipation Of tho bembardment by the troops wa not alliyed by the

serles of all-night alerts that began on 3 = 4 July. There was another on

31

Memo 16, Asst G~ 3 3rd Div for Gas Qfflcer, 12 Jun (3rd DIv Box 2,
10.2)5 G~ 3 Order 11, 3rd Div, 1% Jun (3rd Div Box 13, 32.13)s Memo to
officers inspecting front line trenches, 29 Jun (3rd Div Box 2, 10:2); Memo,
3rd Bn 7th Inf &% to all companies, 3 Jul, sub: Reventive measures against
s (3rd Div Box 3, 10.9).

32
History, p. 93 Ltr, RGO to CO 7th Inf, 8 Jul, sub: Report (3rd
Div Box 20, 32,9},
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6 = 7 July, and from 9 July on the troops were kept constantly under alert
conditions. The fears thus built up were to result in large numbers ©f
gas—panic cases both during the bombardment and afterwards. Amd for two
days during the attack the 7th Infantry was to imagine itself herd pressed

on all sideshy German troops, although none came within a kilometer of its

positions.

Only after the attack did the Division Gas Officer learn that for some
tims past word had been circulating in the division that the respirator was
only effective for ten or twelve heurs and was useless after that. Too late,
he ordered this impression corrected; the mask n3s fully effective ""fora
minimum of 40 hours in gag-" He also learned too late that men had regu-
larly been disciplined by being required to wear the respirater during
setting-up exercises. Since "the mask is not lssued for disciplinary

purposes," he asked that this be stopped at once.33

A gas defense effort In another direction seems to have proved more
rewarding. For several weexs the Division Gas Officer and Chief of Staff
sought permission to put gas, or at least interdiction fire, on the enemy
traffic observed around kont St. Pere and Charteves, as weil as on suspected
concentrations of minenwarfers and artillery building up in tront of those
towns and in the woods above them. But corps, t0 save its gmmunition,

refused permission, saying there was to be no fire along the arne unttl

33
Memo, DGC for all tnlt gas offfcers, 18 Ju1 '3ry Dlv Box 2, 10.27.
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the actual time of the attack.34

Corps appdrently relented, Sécause from 8 July on tho division
artillery "begen £ be veary active, shelling theé enety wit> ~=e aightly."
The records of this fire sre both fragmentary and contradictory, but i{ndi-
caty that the Fréneh &nd American Batterids of 3rd Division may ndve #ifed
1,338 unépecitied glis shells dn tho night of 8 = 9 July, ancther 7,000 tho
néxt night, snd hatassing bursts of mistard g¢ oOn the nights OF 11 and 12
July.

Theéa On tho night of 13 July, 1,408 gas §hells were sald to Rdve
Leen tired iNto the Bols de Barpillon; west Of Memt st. Pere; and for tho
next night ordery were prepared for 8 3,3 C.round dastructivi flre on the
sceumulation of enemy miterial in the Mont $t. Pere-Charteves aiéi, during
which "no speeial #20 shell will be used.® 35 The (nference Lk that all
the previois firg Rad boon with tho new French ybeslte (mustaid ¢&é) ehell,
Introdused in the field Just the month before, a full yesr aftes the Certuns

34

Ltr, DAO to 6 « 3, 6 Jul, subt Report of Enemy Activity (3rd Div Box
28, 63.335: Méws, CofS for Div Comdr, 8 Jul, subi Arty Conditions (3rd Div
Box 19, 32.7). Petein, Note 23546, for Armies & Gpé of Armies, 19 Jul
(French Files Box 54, 30.1).

as

~ Daily Intel Rpts, 3rd FA Brig, 8 - 9, 9 - 10, 13 - 14 Jul (3zd Div
Box 51, 20.9); DO, 3rd Div, 11 Julf FO 25, 3nd ;5 Brig; 13 Jul (Box 51,
32.1)3 Lty, CO 10th FA to CG 31d PFA Bity, 24 Jan 1919, subs Rpt on Gas
Attacks (GAF - 3rd Div).




began using their yellow ¢ross (mustard gas) shell.36

Vapors from the mustard gar fired on the night of 12 July wsre
reported to have “drifted acress the river in spots, nacessitating wear-
ing of respirators in the 7th and 30th Infantry at low peints along the
river bank.” The next night the ¢roops were warned that tho srtlllery
would again fire gar "on both sides of Gland and on the north dank of the

Marns,” and they were t0 be alert for any ¢hangs in wind direction.d’

Garman records were later to reveal that thir fin, and particularly
the yperite and HE fire put down by the French and stericun tatteries on

the night before the attack, resulted in lrn;:an'bla damage 1O the operation.

German Plans for the Offensive of 1% July

while 3rd Divirion improvised rector defenses and the French Armlies,

with the leraons of the sarlier German offansives before them, hoped to

36

Thir is confinnod by Gen. ¥ordeslr, CG 38th Fr Corpe, in his "c¢orm
tribution...to the history of the Marns Diviasion,”™ dated 1 r 1928, In
which he said that on 8, ¢ and 13 July a total of 32,000 7%-mm. and 1,000
10%-rm. ypsrite shells were fired by tho arty of the corps INt0 the weods
and ravines north of the warne (“The smerican 3rd Div in the Sacond Battle
of the ¥arns,® p. 5, French Files Box 107, 30.4), His aceompanying pap
of the yperited areas has mot teen found. Cf. Note do Service 181473,
Sixth Pr Amy, 7 Jul (French Files Box 54, 30.}1).

37

Ltr, D3 to G = 3 3rd Div, 13 Jul, subi Rpt of Gas Bombardment with
Mustard Gas (3rd Div Box 28, 63.3)1 Msg, FC 5th Brig to CO 8th MG Bn,
2020, 13 Jul (3rd Div Bex 30, 32.16).
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contain the now attack s»d even mourit a scuntaraffensive of thelr own, the
Cerpan High Command Yet In motior a grahdioss schemd thit wis intended to
annihilate the Fretigh and then the British on the Western ™ % -nd $9 end

tho mrs

In tho exigiral plan, the attack on sithez side of Reims by Armv . Grout
Gorman Crowo Prines on 15 July =as tO 2+ followed five ddvs later by sn of'fcri]-
rive tasrds Anlens launshed by Azmy Group Crown Prince of Bavazlas to smash
tho British along thi Somms (see Map No. 1).3% Both were to o+ decisive
op: vations, both Frisdénstlizme Or "psdcs offensives™ that would end the mr
0 3erman terms: But as the time approached for the Reims wttask, diffi.
¢cul..es in mounting a double offensive and {ntslligence that tis Feenth might
thersalves be preparing an attack, résulted In deferring the Axlwns offensive

to & later dete«3%9 Tho 15 Mly #:%ict must first succeeds

For tho attask the Jersans ssesembled 47 divisions in three arhies,
approximmtely 680,000 men, on on 8%-mile front frof Chiteau THiérry to tho

_Azmy, 14 Jun; reproduced in Ij

of N - g Souras Povk), cofipiled by Co. i
Lanu. Co- 2 80, Gsn Serv Sch I-'t- eavenworth, Kan., 1923); pp: 11 -
125 Order 1a 836, Saventh Army to all Corps Comdrs, 24 Jun (pp. 147 - 48)s

Tel meg, Ludendorff to AQACP, 4 Jul (p. 279).

Notet Almdnt two-thirds of this 910-page text (haruftcr cited as
MSB, for k) consists of Ghrman documents, most of theb at

corps; army, and a:my group lwrl-

39
Rpt Ia 2629, AGGCP to GHQ Opns Sec, 10 Jul, subt Elector (MSR,
pp. 34% - 46). .
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Argonne Forest. Oppesite wers almost 1,000,000 French and Americans.

The object of the offensive by the Ssvepil. Fixgds and Lidid Armies

was to cut off and annihilate the huge body of French forces concentrated

on the Relms pleteau. While its right wing hold absolutely, the center of
Seventh ArmY would creoss the Marne. The center and left wing Of that Army
wera then to push forsward on both banks of the Marnme, connocting with the
advancing Fixst AI®Y rt Epernay. Seyanth Ammy would then turn towards
Paris, while Fizat and Ibird Axmies advanced towards Chslons: Swinging
east frem Chalons and down the west bank of the Alsne to 3t. Mihiel, these
armies would sgueeze out Verdun, as they had Reims, and France would sue

for psacs.?0

To secure its attack on Epernay, Seventh Ammy had to seize and hold
the terrain wast of Surmelin brook. Twe assault divisicns Of Lorbs Kathep
were to cross at Charteves and on both sidas of Jaulgonne, trking the lins
Gland-St. Eugene-Cslles, N axrdsr to protect the right flank of the attack
{(Maps Mo. 3 and 4). Corps Wichura was to ssize the hills north of St. Agnan
and the la Chapslle valley, commanding the valley of the Surmelin, as the

remaining corps of Seventh Apmy swept down and converged on Epermay.4l

40

Army Orders la 240%, » 21 Jun (MgBs p. 119}s  Army Orders
Ia B44, Smvapnih Apmy, 25 Jun » PP+ 154 T 38}, The Chalong=Yerdun opn
IS not in Garman records but tn Lt Col Duffour's "Tnhe Battle of France in
1918," MSB, p. 440.

41
Rpt la 773, Hq Seventh aymy to p0QSY, 17 Jun {M5B, rp. 3% - 36°.
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In a planning report to Army Group, Fizshi Arpmy estimated that since
the troops in the 27 May attack had advanced 18 kilemeters tho first day,
and the terrain to the front this time was dssidedly more favorable, 1t
was probable that Firsk Axmy would reach the Marns the first day = 6 pene-
tration Of 73 kilomsters.42 3Sgventh Army, with the Marne e cross, hopsd to
advance & to 10 kilometers below the ¥arne on the first day. The success Of
the attack, as order after order cautioned, dapended upon tbo maintenance

of absolute recrecy of preparations and a maximum of surprise.

The volume of gas and HE to be fired by each of tho three srmies in
the artillery preparation for the effensive appears to have been epproximately
the sama, rut the pattern of fire inm differed fom
bacauss Oof the ¥srne erossing. On front tho rear and distant
arcas would e gassed for a longer period than the immediats front, to
neutralize the artillery and hold down reserves while tho troops crossed

tho ¥arna and reformed on the south side.

Large quantities of blua cross gar {(diphenylehlorcarsine) shell were
to be insluded in the intense tenmminute surprise fin that B¥gan the
bombardmant. Dapandinrg on tho wether, this was to be follewsd by @
hour of blue and gresn oress (phosgene) shelling or HE shellings The
close range batterias were then to soncentrate blue and groan ¢=¢ee oOr
blue cross end HE on artillery pesitions for fifteen minutes, and for e

second fifteen-minute period ¢oncentrats blue and grasn eross Or RE slone

Rpt la 2501, Hy First Agmy to AGGRP, 16 Jun (MSRa P. 20).
- 23 -
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on infantry pesitions. During the' final two hours Of the bombardment all guns
?

and mortars of $sventh Army wsre to concentrate HE on near targsts 1nd bluo

cross and HE on targats in tho roar. NO mention was made of yelléw Cross

gas (mustard gas) anywhere in the #ire orders.

"The main point,” sald $azaath Army orders, "is to completely silencs
hostile artillery by resnforced artillery fire (gas).* "Creen cross must be
used only when tho waather is favorable. In unfavoradble wsather gresn cross

must be changed to bluo eross or HE ammunition.® 43

It is sstimated that in tho nelghborhood of malf a million gar rhollr
were O be mode avallable 1O Sayenth Axmy for tho greparation and attack,
constituting two and a Malf days'! fire, exclusive Of green cross shell.
Almost 397,000 of thesa gas shells were to be bluo ¢ross, 58,000 were to
B4 graen cross, iN addition tO mMOe than 380,000 HE (principally shrapnel)
shella.*t what proportion of thess rhollr actually arrived at the battery
pesitions and how many »e:3 actually fired can only e estimated, but it
seems probeble that owing to tho difficulties of supplying tho Marns sallent
and to tho dnterdiction o French flre considerably less was fired than for

tho =azlier sffeneives.

43

Army Orders, Ia Arty 12598, AGXi®, Firs Orders, 26 Jun ?ﬁﬂ. pp. 165 ~
i;égl Arty Osder 3, Ia CofArty 435/18, 26 Jun (MgB, pp. 177 -
44

Those figires are bard On coaputations made for this study but not
included i{n tho study.
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Semspth Army warned that it was "very probable that there will not
s sufficient blue cross ammunition™ to maintain the recommended rate of
fire. And German after-action reports and war diaries of units on 3rd Divi-
sion front complained jepestadly of imsufficient ammunition, Of receiving

quantities of shell that did not fit tho guns, and of a general failure of

supply, 43

Also Important, since it detsrmined whether or not any green ¢ross
gas was fired, and influenced to soma extent the use of blue ¢rees gas,
was the weather on the morning of 15July. The war diary of the 3rd Divi-
sion said the weather was '‘good"” on both 14 and 15 July. But the regi—
mental and brigads war diaries describad those days varicusly as "faiz®
"cloudy," and even "rainy." The wa diary of 10th Divis{Qn reported the
weather on the 15th as ""Rainy, light fog, clearing up later. Bright weather
during the day." The morning report of Savsnth Army sald: “The weather becane
better during the night so that fire under medium to best condition6 could
be executed." Its war diary, written up on the night of 15 July, ms a
complete sontzadistiont "The weather conditions during the night of July 147

1% offered no chance for gassing. 46 Byt gas was used In the preparation.

73
Art la 43%/18, above3 L Kurt Hespe 26th Div,
"The DM on the tarae: uly’ 10 S e (b 2 673 QégT?isgzown Frince

Hilhelm of Csrmany, M&Eﬁm (London 1924]), p. 330, deacribes
thes uneatiesfastory supply of Saventh Army for the offensive.

46
3rd Div war diartes (MSB, pp. 683 - 85, 718 - 21};
(MSB, p. 203); Morning Rpt, Seventh Army (MSB, p. 507); §sxan$b.bzmx *

¥D (MSB, p. 529).
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The real difficulty sroved to K resupplying tho guns.

Even more fatal to the eperation way the NUS impossibility of mount-
ing a tremandous offensive on a front where every man in the line opposite
was looking and 1istening for its teiltale signs. Although burlap and rags
were wrapped sround artillery wheels and horses’ hooves before approaching the
front, and assault troopse and pioneer units were held in the rear until the
night of the sttack, Seventh Army was chagrined to leara on 2 July from a 3rd
Division officer captured north of 3les=es that the increased traffic and
artillery cencentrations had been observed, slgnaling an attack scmewhere sart
of Chateau Thlerry.‘" Wore alarming etill were the reports that came in to
Garman headquarters beginning on 10 July of Allied preparetlons for a large-
scale offensive agalnst the Solssons=Chateau Thierry front. As a result,
artillery and zeserves, including sufficient troops to form a new defensive

corps, Coxps Etzels had to K taken from tho Marne front at the last minute. 49

Against all the evidence Of prisoners and its own intelligence officers,

Seventh Axmy sald On the evening Of 14 July: "Preparstions for STRASSENBAU

47

Rpt of Intel Officer, AGGCP, 3 Jul (MSB, p. 277); Composite Bul of
Info-[for period 1 = 10 Julj’ G = 2 3rd Div, n.d. (3rd Div Box 7, 20.3},
described a likely German atk from the vicinity of Chartever to Reims, its
objectives Reims, Eperray, and Chalons, before driving «irectly west to Paris.

48
mg_n_mx WD, 10 and 11 Jul (MSB, pp. 362, 381); :GGCP WD, 10 Jul

{MSP, p. 368)3 Tel msg, AQUCY to and §g!,g_.rn,jb_..%v_u§*'= ies, 11 Jul (MSB, pp-
363 -~ 70)5 Army Crders Ia » Sgventh ‘xmy, 11 Jul (M5B, pp. 373 - 73)3 Tel

meg, Sevegth Axmy to sQQCP, 11 Jul (M5B, p. 380).
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['Road Construction,” the code name for the attackl are complete. V¥ think

our offensive intentions have been kept secret. W expect to take the enemy

by surprise.” 49

The German bombardmant was schaduled to begin at ten minuter Past
midnight, 15 July, the attack at 0400 hours. German Prisonerr captured during
the week before revealed the probable night but not the hour OF the attack.
Acting on this information, $ixth Army ordered an yperite attack on enemy
positions north of the Marne beginning at 2000, 14 July. At that hour the 3rd
A Brlgads, furnished with 3,000 No. 20 yperite (mustard gae} shells, fired
them into the edge of the Beis do 8Barbillen from Gland to the top of the wood., 50
Elsswhere along the whole of the German attack front similar concentratlons

of yparlte fell on enemy battery positlions and among the troops concentrating

for the attack.

A few hours before thia gas fire began, a German officer captured on
the Fourth French Army front revealed the precise hour of the bombardment .31

Anticipating it by almest half an hour, at 234% hours every Allied gun on the

49
Seventh aArmy WD, 14 Jul (MSB, pp- 422 ~ 23).

50
Ltr rpt, CG 3rd FA Brig to ¢G 3rd Div, 18 Dec, subt Opns Rpt, 14 Jul-

1 Ag (3rd DIv Box 22, 33.6).

51

Msg, 6th Fr army, a.h., n.d. (3rd DIv Box 21, 33.6)¢ "Army iesues
following information: Prisoners taken thie evening by 4th Fr amxmy say
artillery bombardment will start about one o'clock German time. Army there-
fore has decided to start the COP at once."




Marne front opened a thunderous 30-minute counteroffensive preparation on
the Gerinan pesitions above the river, with erders to =7 == the counter~
fire €or 15 minutes at 0415 and at 1%minuts intervals thereafter until

daylight.52

The experience of a gas projector unit of the 38tk Pioneer Battalien

above Barzy that night may be typical. The unit apparently escaped the
yperiting, but ae a result of the counteroffensive fire 13 men were killed
and 40 wounded at the position and less than half its gas projectors were

fired before the position =as torn apart and had to be abandoned.>3

Ihe Dombardment -

Although the ensay troops comlirg into position and the artillerymen
readying thelr pleces were stunned Dy the ¢ounteroffensivs fire, at exactly
ten minutes past midnight the German guns began to roar. Opposing the 31
Battaries IN the 30 Diviglon sector, 24 enemy batterles were said to have
opened up on tho Surmelin valley alone, thelr fire reaching as far back as

Montmirail. >4

52
Ltr rot, GG 3rd A Bl’lg above.

53

Ret 181/18, ;&3962295%§g_§g, 17 Jul (36th Diyv records, German Files
Box 187, fol I, pp: 3V « B7}m Notet' German Filer Box will hereafter be
abbreviated to Grs.

54 )
History, p. 1%7.
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While 10th Landwehr and 36t} _Division fire followed closely the pre-
scribed pattern, the bulk Of the j\Qth Division preparatory fire had been
ordered "concentrated on the penetration points Fessey and Mezy, destruc-
tion of reserves in the wood to the east and the stream bottom south of

Blasmes With blue cross and shrapnel. Gassing of the edges of Bols d'Algremont

and Bsis de la Jute (is important].” 23

Destructive as the bombardment was in the 4th Infantry sector, in the
7th Infantry area it came down on the sector just as a battalion relief was
being carried out in the front lines. Why it was in progress when the hour
of the offensive was known is nowhere explained. Since there was shelter
for only one battalion along the river and railroad, the "high explogives,
gas and shrapnel, in terrific intensity.. .caused most severe losses.® Losses
were further aggravated by the fact that the ressrve battalion of tho 7th
Infantry at Viffort had recently been moved up to Gréves and Heuy Farms, to
form a second line of resistance. These obvious targets, as well adle Rocq
farm, the 3rd Battalion FC in the woods below the farm, and the village of

Fossoy were among the most heavily shelled that night-56

In the 30th Infantry rector the 1st Battalion was In the line along

the railroad, rather than the river front,. and the 3rd Battalion, with two

Rpt la 119/VI, Sorps Kathen to K 7 [Seventh yay Hal, 29 An

(GFB 128, fol I, p. 61,

56
History, p. 93,
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companies of the 3&th Infantry and a battalion of the 4th Infantry, was
massed in support in the Bois d'Aigremont., Here too a re'* = .- in progress
when the bompardment began. The 2nd Battalion of the regiment, in reserve
near Courboin, »=as coming up to relieve the battalion along the railroad
embankment when it was caught on the seuth edge of the Bols d'algremont,37
Told to seek shelter, "some of the men got detached frem their organizations
and ran into the open fleld teward le Rocq Farm.® One company commander was
“found during the bemdardment IN a dugout lying down with his leggins and

shoes Off,” in a state of ghoek .58

within a minute of the time the German bombardment pegan,'the antire
{30th] regimental ares was filled with bursting shragnel, high explosives
and gas shells of all calibers....The Bois d'ataremont...[was) turned into

an almost impenetradle mats of brush by the terrific bombardment,”

"Rapld flre continued,” said a 38th Infantry report, "until about 1.3
a-m. and then a moderately heavy schedule began, imeluding tesr and sneezing
st shells On tho forvard area and lethal gas on tho supports and reserves.
By 12,15 every man in the regiment had adjusted his gas mask = to wear it for

the mext SiX Or seven hours.” 99

47

History, p+ 137,
58

Rpt of Opns of 2nd 8n, 30th Inf, 2 nug (3rd Div Box 40, 33.6).
39

History, pp. 137, 157. Messages written during the night speak of "a
little gas" at 0340 hrs, "some gas" and "fawsr gas shells* at 0430, 'moderate
shelling™ at 0600, '"no gas shells'™ bv 0710 (Box 32, 32.16).
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An artillery report said that "The hostile shelling fairly combed the
countryside to a depth of six kilometers. Interspersed with a mixture of
high explosive and shrapnel was an expenditure of gas shells lasting four
hours during the first stage of the battle. The attack continued without
noticeable abatement until 8.30 a.M, of the 13th." Almost 2,000 gas shells
fell in the vicinity of each of its batteries, the 10th FA reported, Proving
"very effective, with many casualties.” But one 10th FA unit sald that the
first part of the bombardment, when gas was used, had "little effect as the
gas seemed to be weak,” and that after the early gassing nothing but HE and
shrapnel had been fired. Yet the report concluded: "Impression is that the

enemy artillery preparation was perfect.” 60

The Division Surgeon was to say that the bombardment extended almost
twelve kilometers back of the front, with gas effects pronounced as far as
Essises and Pertibout.6! A|| agreed that within ten minutes wire communica-
tions throughout the division sector were completely destroyed and until late

the next day all communication depended on runners.

The most vivid account of the bombardment iS that of Maj. W. E. Boyce,

medical officer of the 2nd Battalion, 30th Infantry, who came uP with his

60

Intel Rpt, 1st Bn, 10th FA, 14 = 16 Jul (3rd Div Box 53, 33.1). History,
p. 2033 Ltr, CO 10th FA to CG 3rd FA Brig, 24 Jan 1919, sub: Rpt of Gas Atks
(GAF = 3rd Piv). For an account of two 15%mm. batteries smashed that night,
see Ltr, CO Bty D 18th FA to TAG, 26 aug 1925, sub: Data for Hist Purposes
(3rd Div Box 54, 33.6).

61
Med Hist of 3rd Div (Med Dept Box 3430, fol 1).




unit that night to join the 3rd Battalion in the Bols d'algremont, prepara-

tory to relieving the lst Battazlion in tho line the next night.

The night vas ideal, said Major Beyse. It was cool, and there were
stavs everywhere gverhead, but a heavy fog was coming in from the river.
About an hour before midnight the troops passed the field battery Positions,

their fire Producing an

almost continuous violent thunder, accompanied by leaping sheets of flame,
while_over our heads there was the wild screech of shells speeding [over the
marne].  Not an enemy shell was falling.

The battalion reached the Beis d*Algremont shortly before midnight and
trie men and the wagon train had just been disposed in the thick underbrush

when the

air was suddenly filled with new and vicious sounds...the blood-curdling
shrieks of incoming shell. There wsre thousands of shells in that first
salvo = such a howling, followed by terrific explesions, while dirt and
sticks, pieces of trees and debris were scattered everywhere. Great gap-
ing holes opened up all around, while the earth shook and trembled under
the force of the mighty detonations....

I lay there on the ground ene hour while the sky was raining shells....

and there was no ahatsment....After a while | becama aware of a different
sound...the dull thud caused by gas shells. a moment later and I could
smell the deadly poison. | reached for ny trusted gas mask and, much as
I dreaded to do so, pulled it on. Tho mask is safe, but it is the most
uncomfortable thing | ever experienced. If [anyone wants to] know how a
gas mask feels, let him seize his nose with a pair of fire tongs, bury
his face in a hot feather pillow, then seize a gas pipe with his teeth
and breathe through it for a few hours while he performs routine duties.
It is safe, but, like the deadly poison which forced i1ts invention, it is

not sane....

Daylight came as a yreat relief but | hope | ghall never witmess another
such spectacle. Five hours had wrought tremendous havoc and at this hour...
[the fire actually] teemed to increase in fury. Dead animals lay every-
where f{n the tangled, broken woods...and everywhsre Were torn human bodies
and the hounded.. ..

L




The majority of the wounded were heroic.. ..but we had many raving maniacs,
psychoneurotics, so=¢sllsd "shell shock™ cases. Some of them cursed and

raved and had to be tied to their litters; some shook violently...soms
trembled and slunk away in apparent abject fear of every incoming shell,
while others simply stood speechless, oblivious to all surroundings.. =+
At ten o'clock we had more than 250 men all severely wounded, lying on
the ground awaiting evacuation.62

The German gas historian, Rudolf Hanslian, said the bombardment, lasting
seven hours, was carried out by the reenforced artillery of ¢orps Kathen,
from an Amy allotment {?) of 130,000 blue ¢toss shells (diphanylshloro-
argine), 65,000 green cross shells (phosgene or diphesgens), and %,000 yellow
¢roes shells (mustard gas).83 But it wa2s not possible for Hanslian to ray
how many of these shells were fired since the war diaries of the artillery
commands reported that the preparation was not carried out as scheduled,
owlng to "insufficient supply and strong enemy counter activity.”™ The
counterbattery fire had made it all but impossible to supply the battery posi-

tions as provided in orders, and Hanslian thought that no more than 7% per—

cent or 1%0,000 of the 200,000 gas shells prescribed were actually fired.®4

>

Med History of 3rd Div, Apr 1, 1918 to Ppr 1, 1919, pp. 113 - 114 (Med
Dept Box 3430, fol 1), This account is also found in 3rd Div Box 7, 20.4,
and printed,under the title "Night of the Great Barrage,” in the 3rd Div
camp paper, The ¥atch on the 8hing, Andernach, 6 Jun 1919.

63

Hanslian does not cite his sources, but gives to corps alone what wes
more likely the Army allotment of gas shell--considering the difficulty of
supplying the vast Marne salient.

64

.Hansl.ian, "Gasangriffe an der Amertkanischen Front,” n.d., p. 11l
(MS in CMLHO).




This short supply is supported by Arko 130 {10th Landwshr Division),
one of the thees artillery commands of Goros Kathen, whf_.. .oported on
13 July that its field guns would not be able "to fire gar to the ordered
degree as W have been suppiied with no yellow cross at all, only three-
fifths of the blue ¢ross, and four—fifth8 of the green croes needed to comply
with tho order.” And on 1% July: "It was immsdlately apparent that we would
not be ¢empletely successful in destroving the emsmy artillery, pertly because
~f inadequate intelligence in the Marne sector...and partly because we were

not supplied with enough gas ammunition.= 65

amanition consumption reports are not avalladle for Azked0 (
slon) or Axke 36 (36th Divisien), but Arke 130 reported that on 18 July it
fired 12,066 blue ¢ross shells, 8,252 green cross shells, and 16,902 HE and
shrapnel shells, the gas shells thus representing a 1ittle more than half its
total fire. On 16 July it fired 2,6% blus cross, 300 green cress and 9,432
HE and shrapnel, all caliberss ano on 17 July it fired 5,315 HE shalls.%6

If the number OF shells fired by Arko 10 and Arko 36 was compardbls to

that fired by Arko 130, then total fire on the 3rd Division and adjacent fronts

65
Arke 130 wp, 13 and 15 Jul (10th Ldw Diy , GFB 162, fol II, pp. 89 ff).

66

Arko 130 wD, 15 = 17 Jul, above. Note: Few of the war diaries and
annexes of German arty comds, the usual source of amma consumption rpts, were
translated for the #3838 or collected later by tho irmv War College historical
section at the Reichsarchiv in Fetsdam. Marginal notes in GFE 158, 161, and
187 1ist the records of arko 10, irxo 130, and parks 30 that were 'examined
but nothing pertinent found.”
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on 15and 16 July was approximately 50,000 gas shells and 50,000 HE shells
the first day and 9,000 gas shells and 30,000 HE shells the second day =

a fairly close approximation to the experience of the 3rd Division.

In his report of the bombardment, Major Somervell, the Division Gas
Officer, said that a count of shell holes in the division sector indicated
that gbout 1,000 gas shells per square kilometer fell during the first three

hours of the bembardment, representing between 75 and 8C Percent of the total

shells fired into the sector. During the last three hours the percentage
of gas shells dropped to 50 percent. The areas described by Somervell as
most severely bombarded (Map No. %) covered between 39 and 40 square kilo-
meters, which suggests that between 50,00¢ and 60,000 gas shells (and Pstween
40,000 and 45,000 HE or shrapnel shells) fell in the 3rd Division sector. On

the basis of Agkse 130 data, these would appear to be maximum figures.

An important question, since the conduct of the 3¢th Infantry after the
bombardment hinges on the answsr, is whether or not any mustard gas was fired
into the division sector that night. Certainly, no German fire order men-
tions any gases but blue cross and greencross (diphenylchloroarrine and
diphosgene) in the bombardment, and Arke 130 denied it had any yellew cross.
Yet Somervell said that diphosgene, chlorpicrin, yperite (mustard gas), di-
phenylchlorosrsine, and ethyldichloroarsine were the gases used, mustard
gas shells falling only on rear areas, with none reported anywhere east Of
the line Fossoy-St. Eugene (i.e., in the Surmelin valley). An exception

was the "Mustard or other persistent gases" put along the trall from the
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valley road at Le Chanet to a command post in the Bois d'Algremont, which
Prevented "any movement...in the east of the Bois d'algremont and Bois d#

la Juie.n 67

Mistard gas was also reported in a memo written at noon on 15 July

by the 30th Infantry adjutant! "We have been exposed t® mustard gas,

chlorine and chocolate 9as®® and if a good many of our men don't get their

clothes off we are going to have casualties from Mustard gas. n69 Curtously
enough, records show that the gar hospital at ville Chamblon, ten kilometers
south of Chateau Thierry, admitted Pour "gassed, mustard” cases from the

4th Infantry, one from the 7th Infantry, two from the 30th Infantry, two
from the artillery, and one each from the engineers and machine gun battalions
on 16 July, none from any unit over the next three days. It is just possible

that the skin irritation caused by diphenylchloroarsine was mistaken at the

67

Ltr, DGO t0o G = 3 3rd Div, 21 Jul, sub! Rpt on Gas Attack, July 14 =
15 (3rd Div Box 28, 63.3). This much reprinted report i also in GAF =
3rd Divy Spencer, |, 146 = 1503 and partially reprinted in MSBs pp. 815 =
8183 cws Weekly Sum of Info, 7 Aug (War Dept Hist Box 298)y and USA in thg

WW, V, Alspa-Marns (Washington, D.C., 1948), 77-74.

68

German diphosgens had a chocolate odor.
69

Rpt of Col Cromwell Stacey, 30th Inf, at Div PC, noon, 15 Jul (3rd Div
Box 40, 33.6). The 3rd Bn comdr in his Rpt of Opns, 12 Aug (3rd Div Box 40,
33.6), said that during the bombardment ""there seemed to be more Phosgene than
any other kind of gas." Dally Intel Rpt, 30th Inf, 14 = 15 Jul (3rd Div Box 40,
20.7), reported "mustard, lachrymatory, sneezing and chlorine gases." Cf. US4

in the ww, V, 77, 79.
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gas hospital for incipient mustard burns.’® so much for the evidence.

As of noon on 16 July, the division hospitals had admitted 424 ¢as
cases, sald Somervell, of which 121 were from the 28th Division. But in
his final count of gas casualties, misieadimly indicated as due to the
1% . :ly bombardment, he included a large number that resulted fron mustard
gas bombardments put down on 18 and 19 July to cover the retreat of GOIPR
Kathen. Without distinguishing betwesn these offensive and defensive sz
be-dments, he reported a total of 1,559 gas cases in 3rd Division and 408
in 28th Division during the period 15~ 20 July, and in a later report

iincrsased the 3rd Division total alone to 1,720 cases.’}

Division G = 3 made no distinction between the gassed end wounded
in its report ON 17 July that tho Gexman offensive had cost 841 casusitioes
in tho 5th Brigade (15% killed, 648 weurded, 38 missing) end about 2,250
in the 6th 8rigede, a total Of almost 3100. An actual count of casualtles
admitted to 3rd divisien hospitals through 17 July shows 787 gas cases,
1,297 wound cases, and 58 marked *P" [psychoneurosis]. A medical report

of deaths shows 626 killed on 15 July, for a total of 2,768 scasusltles of

5

Gas hospital admission lists in Med Dept Box 3443. Med Depi---
in the World Mag,, vol. xIv, Medical Aspects of Gas Warfare, p. 416,
said that diphanylchloroarsine mwuc:ji intense hyperemia [sometimes
manifasted 2+ a severe skin irritationjafter SiX hours exposure.

71
See Analysis, pp. 87 - 88,
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the bombardment and assault that day,v

Major Somervell seems to have thought there was considerable feigning
among those who reported themselves gassed as a result of the bombardment.
In "going over hospital gas cases,” he found that over 60 Psrcent were 8o
slight that in all probability they ought not to have been evacuated, except
that AEF order8 said those who reported in as gassed had to be evacuated. WOt
only did division medical officers agree with him on tnir ¢stimate, he raid,
but the fact that there had been "only one authentic death from gas during
the seven days since the attack’™ was evidsnce that the total admitted t@ the
hospitals was "out of ell proportion to those actually affected.” Thus of

"some 1680 evacuated {his own tally was 1559 for the 3rd Division], only

600 could b# considersd gassed and '"not 50 were seriously affected,”

Of the real gas cases, Somarvell contimied, 30 parcent were unavoidable,
reeulting when masks were knocked off by nearby explosions, torn by brush,
or deranged when men fell into shell holes. The next largest group of casu=
alties, 25 percent, were caused when men removed their masis too soon, and
10 percent resulted when wearing the mask became unbsarable Or it was removed
in order to see in the dark. tthers became casualtics because they were not
warned In time, as a result of insufflzient instruction of yas sentries and
too few of them, did not recognize the odor of gas, wore ¢quirment over their

yas masks, Or in the case of telerhene lin men, removed thulr maske to sieak.

72

DCR, 3rd Div, 17V July  nmalyslo, oo 85, 890 Dlxty embdanses and
20 trucks wers kept going continuovsly on 15 and 16 July bringing in the
casualties (Med Hist of 3rd Div, *wd Deet Eox 3430, fol 1),
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Even though "the artillery gas preparation was quite as intense as
those earlier,” said Somervell, "the actual casualties werz few [despite]
the fact that the treops were not entrenched, that very few dugouts had
besn completed, and that all reserve and support gositions were in wooded
areas." Considering that a total of 28,300 men (in tho twe American divisions)
were gxposed t0 the bombardment, 400 Or even 2,000 s¢emed to him remarkably
“ow gas casualtles.’® Though Semervell did not say so, it was also a remack-
ble demonstration of the relative ineffectiveness of diphenylehloroareine
in producing cesualties, But for tho reutralizétion of troops, ss the Germans

intendad, 1t ma exsellent.

Hanellan, accepting 3oeervell’s count Of 1,967 gas casualtiee in the 3rd
and 28th Divisions, seens NOt tO have &en iwace that probadbly littls more
than half this total represented casualties of the preparatory bombardment,
The remaining casualtlies resulted from mustard gas shelling that began on tho

night of 18~ 19 July.

Two thodsand gas casialiles represented only falr resulte from the
German expenditure of gas shells, ssid Hanslian, adding that since the Areri-
cana were well mirr#d of tho attack, '‘good protective =aasures could oe
adopted in advance, s¢ that tho casualties were kept within tolerable

limits. The =skdrdment falled to prevent tho enemy from opposing the German

73

Ltr, 030 tO0 G ™ 3 3rd Div, 21 Jul, above, Casuslties were proportionately
much higher in the sector west Of 3rd Div where mustard gas was used by Corpsg
Wighuras 3Ses Study No. 4 "The 26th Div in the Alsne-Marne Campaign," pp. 14 <
16.
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attack." 74

Neither Somervell nor Hanslian took into account the most damaging effect
of the bombardment, the' shattering of nerves and morale that was to affect
the conduct OF the division to the end of the campaign. One regimental com-
mander was left "a nervous wreck™ after the bombardment and had to o= trans-
ferred to the divisional trains. Two of the other three were described as
little better. Colonel Kelton, Chief of Staff, reporting this. also said that
about 500 men "got out of line" the night of the bombardment. There were
probably many more, for the medical officer of the 30th Infantry said later
that there were few gas cases in his regiment on the night of the bombardment
(115 admitted as of 17 July), but "one form of psychoneurosis, 'Gas Fright,’

was Very common.*’2

The subsequent operations of the division were not unduly hazardous, but
before the month was out a total of 566 officers and men were admitted as
"psychongurosis” cases (in addition to 7 shell shock cases). The instances
among these where the original diagnosis of “™" was subsequently changed
to "Gassed™ would ssem to indicate the principal source of their breakdown.
The reverse was also true, of courss, for the Division Surgeon seid he

observed "relatively large numbers of cases whe thought they were gassed

74
Hanslian, "Gasangriffe...," p. lll,

75
Pers Itr, Cofs 3rd Div to Col Fox Conner, G = 3 GHg AEF, 30 Jul, atchd
to $pec Rpt of Opns of 3rd Div (3rd Div Box 21. 33.8)3 Med Hist of 3rd Dfv,

p. 117 (Mad Dept Box 3430, fol 1).
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but who were rsally suffering frcm a mild ferm OF gas fright.n76

The Attack

All units of the 3rd Division later agreed that they had been "badly
punighed by the bombardment,” the 30th Infantry insisting that its "lossss...
in officers, men, and animals were very heavy, not from the Infantry attack,
but from the preparation fire.*’’ It was a damaging admission, ut It was

b HE-3

With all cemminications OUt and sunners taking three to four hours to
=2 #=om the front to the rear, when they arrived at all, the regiments of
3rd Division on the morning of the 15th ware ON their cwn. With the excep-
tion of some IUN seen at Bochags Farm *not wesring gas maske™ while gas ehells
were falling all about,”8 few stirred from where they huggad the ground ox
huddled in shelters until the beombardment let up slightly, somstime after
0300. Then, in tho 30th Infantzry at least, the walking woundad and gassad

76
Med Hist of 3rd Div, p. 73 (Med Dept Box 2430, fol 1) and Analysis,
P a9.
77
History, pp. 95, 139.
78

Ysg, €3y éth Rig to R0 3rd Div, 0420, 15 Jul (3rd Div Box 21, 33.3),




were allowed to make their own way to the rear.’?

Although the shelling of 4th Infantry support and reserve positions
lasted with great violence through the night, the relatively few shells
falling on its front lines mads {t seem unlikely that the attack would come
there. At 0430 the French on the right of the division reported that they

were still under violent bombardment and no attack had c¢cme yet. 80

About 0500, from his OP on Hill 186 whers he commanded a view Of the
division front, a 4th Infantry observer reported a dense cloud of smoke comm
ing out of the south and east edges of the Bois de Barbillon and drifting down
river to the right. The c¢rossing was apparently going to be made from Gland
to the east, beyond both the 4th and 7th Infantry fronts.8l But the enemy

had actually begun crossing more than an hour before.

The 30th and 38th Infantry sectors proved to be the extreme right flank

of the German assault. According to their schedule, the Gextnan shock divisions,

Med Hist of 3rd Div, p. 1G5, above. Lanza, Field Notes, ""The 30th Inf
on July 15 and 16, aApr 1919 (3rd Div Box 40, 18.2)}, said he found evidence
that the 30th Inf "fully manned its trenches including the sacend line at the
Start OF the bombardment.”™ The 3rd En comdr, in his Rpt of ¢pns, 12 Aug (3rd
Div Box 40, 33.6), said his companies were not ordered out of their dugouts
to combat positions in the 5. d’Afgremont until 0530.

80
Msg, CG 6th Brig to FC 3rd Div, 0515, 1% Jul (3rd Div Box 21, 33.3).

81
History, pp. 57, 94, ana repeated in 4th Inf opns rpts,
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the 10th and 34th, were to cross at Mont St. Pars, Charteves, and above

Varennes at 0210, reach the railroad at 0230, and refo~ w.u wadt there until
the rolling barrage for the attack began at %400. As a result of the demoraliz-

ing yperite and counteroffensive fire, the crossing began almost twe hours late.

About 0330, said the 38th Infantry (contradicting the 4th Infantry ot-
server), a 15-minute destructive fire was laid on its outposts at the water's
edge and seen after under ¢cover of barrage fire and smoke the enemy bsgan haul-
‘n3 beats and pontoons into place for the crossing. 3rd Divigion artillery fire
iaid on tho river destroyed many of the i8-man bosts and rafta coming over the
tarng, and the automstic rifles and machina guns In the 30th and 38th Infantry
outposts caused snormous losses before the positions were overrun. It is
reported that over 1,600 Gesmans were later buried In the wheat fields botween

Mezy and the Surmelin.B82

On the right of ths 38th, soon after the firet enemy troops had crossed,
the French division thare gave way, reportedly abandoning platoons of four
28th Division companies that they had interspersed with thelr front line
troops.B3 Apprised of the open flank by the sudden enfilade fire on their

52 History, pp. 10, 158; Gol Conrad H. Lanza, Field Notes, "'The 38th Inf
inthe Second Battle of the Marne,” Apr 1919 (3rd Div Box 4, 18.8):

83

Col Robt. H. Xelton, Cofs; 3rd Div, Special Report of Opns (3rd Div
Box 21, 3B.6). Liaslwon Rpt, lst Lt G. M. Stapleton, with 125th Fr Dlv,
n.d. (3rd Div Box 23, 3%.2), said that at 0915 the French line was back at
Paroy-Bols de Conde-le Chapelle. See French defense of 125th positions with
sketch, 18 apr 1928, in Fr Files Box 107, 30.4. Cf. Situ Rpt, I7 Jul (USs

in the ww, v, 39).
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flank, the 38th Infantry rushed several companies to the hill east of the
Surmelin, and from 0%00 on battled there to prevent thelr entire position

from bulng turned.

On the left, Germans streamed over a hasty footbridge in large numbers
on the front of the 30th Infantry, fanning out around Mezy and climbing the
wooded heights below the town. The 7th Infantry was to say its two companies
at the railroad, though "practically wiped out,” held fast, but that the 30th
Infantry was forced to rstire to the woods on the slopes north Of Crezancy
and near Fossoy.84 Colonel Lanza, in a later study of the records as well
as the terrain, found no evidence whatever that the rnemy entered the 7th
Infantry sector. At 1245 that day, he says, three compenles Of the regi-
ment, ordered by Dickman to counterattack towards Foseoy and Mezy, were
smashed by enemy artillery and planes near the Bols d’'Aigremont. The effort

"accomplished nothing except to further demoralize the command.” 835

The 7th Infantry commander's admission that "by daybreak (15 July)
the companies and battalions [were] thoroughly disorganized,” and his state-
ment that everyone on his right was "either iorced back or withdrew up tothe

gates of Reims,™ suggests persistent hysteria. That few or none of the enemy

84

Pers Itr, Dickman to Col 0. L. Spaulding, Hist 3r GS, 6 Feb 1920 (3rd
biv Box 3, 1.4}, said the front line bn of the 30th Inf fell back and joined
the 38th Inf after 600 out of 900 combatants became casualties, when the line
was turned by the enemy crossing in force scuth of Ment St. Pers.

85

Col C. H« Lanza, Field Notes, "The 7th Inf in the Second Battle of the
Marne,” 5 Apr 1919 (3rd Div Box 26, 18.23 also Field-Notes in Box 5, 18.8).
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entered the 7th Infantry sector svems borne out by Map No. 6. 86

In the 30th Infantry sector, Colonel Butts, the regimental commander,
became personally convinced that the river line was untenable and withdrew
his riflemen shortly after the enemy crossed on his front, about 0600.87
He would make his Principal stand in the Bois d'Algremont. With the retire-
ment of the 30th Infantry and of the French on the right, both flanks of the
38th Infantry were thus simultaneously exposed. While two of its companies
at once crossed the Surmelin to hold that flank, “kitchen personnel, clerks,
runners and buzzer-phone operators were rustled together for a combined defense

asalnst 300 Germans who had worked their way around Mezy."

About 0800 the front line forces of the 38th Infantry were ordered to

withdraw end they began felllng back to the line Moulins-Hill 231.88 Back

26

Ltr rpty €0l T. K. Andersen Jr, QO 7th Inf to CG 5th Brig, 20 Jul,
subt Rpt of Opns of Rgt, Ju}ly 14 = 15; Ltr rpt, Cel E. L. Butts [who
relteved Anderson on 31 Jull), QO 7th Inf to €G 3rd Div, 4 Aug, sub: Opns
Rpts Ltr, CO Co F 7th Inf to CofS 3rd Div, 21 Apr 1919, subt Recent pub'n
in New York Time [13 apr 19191 (all in 3rd Div Box 39, 33.6).

87

Msg, Crawford CG 6th Brig, 0700, 15Jul (3rd Div Box 21. 33.6),
reported epemy advancing on Fossoy and Crezaneys Msg, Crawford to Div
FC, 1100, 15Jul (3rd Div Box 32, 32.16).. said 30th Inf had been driven
back to B. d'Algremont. See Col E. L. Butts, The Kevoolint of the Mazng
gnd its Defense by the 30th Inf {Memasha, Wisc., 1930}, p. 3, and map
drawn bv Hist Br, WFD, aug 1921 (3rd Div Box 40, 33.6), showing B and C
Companies withdrawn te 8. d'Algremont.

88
History, pp. 158 ~ 59; Lanza, Field Notes, “Tho 38th Ihf in the
Second Battle ¢f the Marne,” above.
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of the lines of these fighting, frightened men, eriemy planes swooped in
again and again, spraying the ground with machine gun fire wherever troops

showed themsslves:

Captured documents said that by 1040 hours the German infantry was to
have been on the objective at Mentigny, eight kilemeters south of the river.
But at that heur the 38th Infantry was still holding the entrance t© the
Surmelin valley through Moulins, a few machine guns and riflemen of the 30th
Infantry ¢commarded thn wheat fleldsabove the aqueduct line, and no enemy troops
had been able to ¢ross the Fossoy~-Crezancy road. Ordered to retire still
farther, to tha Bols de la Jute, the 38th Infantry complied that afternoon,
long aftrr tho French had abandened Hill 231,89

somstime after 1500 on 15 July the battls was over.%

The Situation on 16 July

In its war diary entry on the evening of 15 July, 10th Division said

89

Hsg, CofS to CG 6th Brig,” 1000, 15 Jul 3rd Div Box 32. 32.16), ordered
the 38th Inf to 8. d¢ la Jute if support on right gave way. Mgy Dickman to
CO 38th Inf and €6 6th Brig, 1030, 15Jul (3rd Biv Box 21, 33.8)t Gzrmans
counterattacking St. Agnsh and above Janvier Farm. Connecticn must. be maln-
tained with 125th Div at Paroy. Corps prevents sending you assistance.’

90

Telg, Cofs 3rd Div to G - 3 GHQ ACF, 1857, 15 it [3rd Pir Box 21, 33.3%:
"Germans took Fossoy and forced our center back abowt ter kilow.ters from river.
Qur right held....cltuation at 3 trems satisfastorye...Cur asualties probably
large including gas."
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that ""The enemy was Prepared, the attack having been betrayed.” At 1930,

Seventh Army ordered Corps Kathen to go over to the defensive and pull back

the remains of 10th Division. The division was to leave machine gun sentries

along the railroad to protect its withdrawal, while 19th Landwehr troops took

over the advance positions above Fossoy-Mezy-—MouliM-gl

On the morning of 16 July, scattered German troops still held the ground
opposite Gland and Ment $t. Pere and were massed in the Jaulgonne bend down
to Hill 231 and southeast in the Bois de Conde. Still farther te the right,
below Dormans, the enemy had penetrated eight kilometers before being stopped.
During that day, while the enemy consolidated his small gains, 3rd Division
tried to reestablish communications, and by evening had troops digging in
from the Marne at Chateau Thierry to Mezy, south to Crezancy, and east to

the top of Launay, connecting with the French at Malson Rouge-92

faking little part in this effort apparently was the 30th Infantry which
on the morning of the 16th had nineteen companies, including three of the 4th
Infantry sent the previous morning, all crowded into the Bois d'algremont.

This was more than enough ""to overceme ordinary opposition,” said General

Dickman, orderlng both the 7th and 30th Infantry to return to their original

o1
10th Div WD, 15~ 18 Jul (MSBs pp. 508 351, 581, 595)4 Seventh

Army WD, 15 Jul {MsSB, p. 529)3 Corps Kathen wp, 15 Jul (GFB 128, fol 1).

92

DOR, 3rd Div, 16 and 17 Jul (3rd Div Box 20, 33.1). Msg,CG 6th Brig
to G = 3 3rd Div, 1520, 16 Jul (3rd Div Box 21, 23.3), said the 73rd Fr
counterattack from Bols de la Jute to Faroy the previous night had been
repulsed. The div was then at Maison Rouge and St. sgnan, pushing the
enemy east and north of Condé.
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lines on the front.93 But both otfficers and troops in the 30th Infantry
sector seem to have been thoroughly demoralized. The sfcnzl detachment
with the regiment reported that its "men were going to pieces" and was
relieved that mezning by 40 signalmen from the 28th Division, and Colonel
Butts, feeling he had endured encugh,.asked for and got the 1llth Infantry,
28th Division, to relieve his entire regiment. At 1100 hours he reported
to brigades "As fast as Bns. Of the %*0th are replaced, they are being sent

to Essises to be deloused.” 24

This remarkspla message IS explained in the personal diary of the come
mander of Company G. With his company, he was taken by truck from Corboin
to Bsslisss that morning, and there *"We were deloused, and most of Us were
red all over, but did not know it was gas. | believe every man had it." 95
In conjunction with the statement at noon on 15 July that the regiment had
been exposed to mustard gas (p. 39,above), it would appear that Colonel
Butts thought every one of his men had been gassed and sent them all to

Essisas tO be decontaminated. His claim that the bombardment and attack

93
Quoted in Mag, CG 5th Brig to CG 6th Brig, n.h., 16 Jul (3rd Div

Box 30, 32.16).

94
Msg, CO 30th Inf to CG 6tb Brig, 1100, 186 Jul (3rd Div Box 32, 32.16)3

History, p. 290,

95 .

Extracts from Pers Diary of {Capt] F» M. Lasseigne (3rd Div Box 41,
33.61). lasseigne himeelf returned to the front li.e., to la Chapslia
the next day. Why he returned and why to la Chapelle he did not bay-
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cost him 25 officers and 1,400 m:n is denied by hospital records which

show 148 killed, 72 gassed, and 249 wounded as of the evening of 16 July.%

No record of the request for relief, or of General Dickman®s or General
Crewford's agreement te it, has been found in 3rd Division files. The evi~
dence that wholesale mustard gas contamination was the reason Butts gave,
necessitating the relief of his regiment is admittedly slender, but no other
reason seems possible. Certainly. delousing was no excuse, when the enemy

was believed preparing to resume his attack at any momant.%7

There 1S no question that the 30th Infantry, unit by unit came out of
the line on the 16th and remained out for six days. Its complete withdrawal
from the line on the morning of 16 July as effectively removed that regiment
from action as though all 3,000 officers and men had been lsgitimate gas
casualties. ©Gas casualties of the bombardment of 15July in the 3rd Divi-

sion sector were thersfors nearer 5,000 than the 2,000 reported by Major

Somexrvell.

The admission of the 30th Infantry that mest of its losses resulted
from the German artillery preparation, not from the infantry attack, was
also true of the 4th and 7th Infantry. It seems probable that the 38th

Infantry which took fewer gas and wound casualties than either the 7th or

o5
Histaory, p. 139¢ Analysis, pp, 86, 89.

97

The 7th Inf comdr said that "the two days following the barrage [was]
a Period of crisis™ (History, p. 95).
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30th Infantry -~ pexhaps Decause It was not making a relief at the hour of
the bombardmeat -- was engaged in the most serious flgh**=g that occurred
{n the divisioen sestor on the 15th. against tha 6th Gxenadiers of 10th Division

(see Map No. 6} This is borne out by the available sasualty statistics of

the units epposite 32d Division

In the period 1~ 10 July, the 10th Landwehr Division, holding the front
opposite 3rd Division prior to the Offensive, reportedly lost 26 officers an4
men killed. 93 woundeds For the peried 11 - 20 July, losesas were reported as
115 killed, 614 woundsd, and 26 missing, mogt of them the result of the counter-
offensive fire on the night of 14~ 18 July. Losses in the specisal assault
division, the J0th Pivision, for the period 1} - 20 July wexe said to have
been 241 killed, 1,158 wounded, and 972 migsing, almost all shes# casualties

occurring on the, night of 14 - 15 July and on 16 July.9%8

The éth Grenadiers, 1Cth Division, attacking in the 38th Infantry sec~

tor, suffered losses of 36 killed, 227 wounded, and 608 missing as a result
of the attack or almost three times as many men as either of the other twe
regiments in the division. ©n 17 July the strength of the grenadiers was

reported as 14 officers and 234 men, a loss of almost three-cuarters of its

original forca.

If the losses in the 398th and 47th Infantzy, LOth Divistion, nere not

higher, it was because a battalion in each had bien routea by vhe bombardment

96
Rpts of logses to AOK 7 in GrB 9, fol 1, pp. 4, 21, 36 - 38.
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above the Marne and their remaining elements so disorganized that after cros-
sing the river much of their effectiveness was gone. Only isolated elements
entered Fossoy and then were withdrawn.?? No comparable casualty reports
have been found for the other shock division, the 36th, most of whose units
met the platoons of the 28th Division end the French to the right Of the

38th Infantry.

Yperite (mustard gas) casualties are available only for the 10th Landwehs
ivision. These were reported on 16 July (probably for the previous day) as
9 officers and 96 men, in addition to 34 killed and 125 wounded during the
counteroffensive fire. Ower the next two days another 32 gas cases were

reported.100 Gas casualties in the 10th fandwehr thus represented over 40

percent of total casualties of the French and American bombardment. $ub-
sequent French reports, based on the interrogation of prisoners, said that
yPerits losses in the 10th Landweny amounted to 30 percent of the division.

The shock regiments of the 10th and 36th Divisions (the Sth and 6th Grenadisrs),

though harassed by the gas fire, were not directly subjected to the yperite

and therefore took relatively few gas casualties.©?

99
Extracts from 10th Div wp, 13 Jul (M$3, pp. 508 ff, and 3rd Div Box 40,

22.9).

100

Corps Kathen #D, 16 = 18 Jul (GFB 128, fol I, p. 10); 10th Div Annexes
(6FB 150, fol 11, pp. 109, 112).

101
French Interr of Prisoners reports, in French Files Box 107, 29
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xxxvIII French Corps was to credit the repulse of the enemy attack
on its front to the gas and counteroffensive fire along the 23dgss of tho
Bois de Bsrbillen and Fordt de Fars before the énemy bombardment began, to
the barrage fire on the river during the crossing, and to the skilful use
of machine guns along the front, holding the emeny at the outposts. Citing
a captured document, corps said its fire had resulted in “indescribable con-
fusion of [enemy) units® &5 they assembled for the attack.02 The attack

had been blunted bafors 1t started.

It was ¢bvious t0 Axmy Group Gagman Grown Prinece as early as the evening
of 15 July that the objective Of the attack, the junction of $myenth and First
Armies at Epernay, could not be attained. Any further attack without a moot
intensive artillery preparation, requiring at least & day to Prepars, sinca
ammunition muwet be brought up, had little hope of success. “le had to count

on the [intttat) attack seuth of the Marne affording a materfal...success.” 103

On 16 Mly Ludendorff ordered Sgventh and First Armies to continue the
attack, and Savanth Agmy st Once directed its artillery to locate and

102
Rpt 703372, 2nd Bur, 28th Fr Corps, 22 .ul, subt German Attack on the

Marme along Fromt of 38th A.«C. (French Files Box 107, 20.9).

Notes The sheck unit, 10th Div, was replaced by 1O0th Ldw a5 6000 a6
Corps Kathen went en the defensive. Although depleted, 10th Diwv was rushed
north on 18 Ml ¢o join newly formed ' i, to stem the counteroffen~
sive below Soissons (10th Div wD, 17" 18 Jul, in MSB, pp, 581, 595).

103
AGGCP WD, 15 and 16 Jul (MSB, pp. 540, 571),
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"neutralize hostile batteries on the west pank of tha Surmelin brook, to
sweep the surmelin vallay, and to interrupt traffic at Chezy-sur-Marne,

Viffort and Montlsvon. Plenty of yellow cross should be used!" 104

eut late the next day, Ludendorff stopped the attack. It was making
little or no progress and just wasting men and material. In order to salvage
something from the immense preparations on the Western Front, Army Group
Crown.Prince of Bavarig was ordered to begin its offencive against the
British at Amiens as soon as possible. But this too had to be cancelled
hours later when tho French suddenly launched their counteroffeneive at
Soigsons on the morning of 18 July. As Sgventh army concluded in an account
of the reries of miscalculations in the plans for the great "peace ¢offer=

elvar all tho "assumptions were wronq." 303

Some tims on 16 July, General Dickman asked for at least two "fresh and
unshaken™ battalions from corps reserve (28th Division) and a French unit or
two with which to countorattack in the direction of Reuilly and clean out
the Jaulgonns ealient. Put corps said the 73rd French was at St. Agnan and
advancing, and it would be enough for 3r4 Division to organize firmly against

further attack tho front oppesite Charteves, the Surmelin valley between

104
Tel msa, Ludendorff to AGGEP, 12.40 AM., 16 Jul (MSB, pp. 543 - 44);
Sqventh Army Onders Ia 1023, 16 Jul (MSB, p. Sa6).

105
Seventh Army WD, 18 Jul {(MSB, pp. 611 - 13).




Crezancy and Paréy, and the left bank of the Surmelin.106

3rd pivisien mwee kept busy enough the next severz' <sys with selvage,
repair, and replagsement problems. In the 7th Infantry sector, and probably
inthe 3%th and 38th Infantry sectors as well, "'all of the stock and a great
part of the transportation...were iN Or near the front lines and were das~
troyed by th. bembardment,* and all forward ration dumps of the regtmantr ware
badly gassed, their largs Stocks of food == all except the trench rations in
iron sans -- ¢ompletely spoiled. Whils the trains worked te restors the sup-
ply lines, 600 infantry replacements that arrived were used to palice tho
entire sastor. They collected and turned in to salvage almost 300 truck loads

of Cuartermaster property, ordnance and other oquipment.m?

On 18 July, as Mangin's Tenth French smmy struek the west face Of the
Warne salient iNn a great ecunterstroks to cut off von Boehn's pocketed Seventh
Amy, the extreme left flank of Degoutte's Sixth Army advanced with the attack
(Map No« 7). Tho 3rd Division, its Line now established from Chateau Thierry
to the sast Of Mezy — through Mouling =  the weods northeast of lee Etangs
Farm == thence goutheast, still had Orders ”to bar the Passage of the Marne

and defend the Surmelin valley.” 108

106
_ Gen Opns Order 149, 28th Fr Corps, 0930, 16 Jul (3rd biv Box 19, 32.7)3
HIStOI’y, p. 12.

107
Lanza, Fleld Notes on 7th Inf, 5 apr 1919 (3rd Div Box 36, 18.2);
History, pp. 340 = 341.

108
FO 8, 3rd DIv, 9100, 18 Jul.
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After rgreated requests to make the Reuilly attack, permission was
finally secured to use the 4th Infantry, but by then, on 20 July, it was

too late. The Germans had begun recrossing the river.-®

*To keep the enemy maskgd”

on 17 July the Seventh Azmy juggernaut Set sbout reversing itself as
troop unite, gurie; &nd supplies behind its forsmost line8 were pulled bask
across the Marnes On Goxps Kathep front that day, the 10th Landwmhyp was
ordered to taks ovér all counter=betiery and long~rangs firs {0 protect the
withdrawal of the 26th Division and the right flank of Coxpa Wighurq. Largs
quantities of yellow crods (mustard gas) were being brought up rapidly, but
until it srrived blus and green cross gas {diphsnylehlorsareine and phosgene)

were to be used in counter—battery fire.110

on the night of 18- 19 July, all artillery and troops not required
for defarisd wéré ordered to prepare for the first stags of the withdrawal,
to the "Albert=Bertan position hinging on Jaulgonne (Mep No. 8): In the
comitig operations; Sgventh army would “endeavor [to withdraw thel] troops by

schalongy to ¢raduslly contract the arc, snd force the enemy to new concentrations

109
Histoiry, p: 123 Memo; CofS 3rd Div for Div Comdr, 19 Jul, sub:
Proposal for kttack...to Rsuilly (3rd Div Bex 19, 32.75-

110 .
f Ovder Ia 3131 to Artillery, 16 July (GEB 138, fol I,

p" 960

- &0 -




Advance of
Third Division

»
abwe the Marne
/ Sourcer Based map af frant / /

bt B Map-1tdul, m 34 Dw Bax

I 324, and map of Gtmam  potihens
w Copy Schathr Anncus W WO, Gorman
F.h..&n uy.

Scale 1:G0 000 MAP NO, &

_61_




and consequent loss of time.” m

Bsginning in the evening of 18 July, the #irst of the "planned yellow
¢rogs shoots on [allied] battery positions'™ was carried out by goxps Kathan
artillery. U to midnight of 18 July, assisted by 34%h Divigion and COIPRS
wichura artillery, 10th Landwehr reperted that a total of 8,084 yellow cross
and 249 HE shells had been put down on 3zd Divisier battery positions slong
the south edge of the Bols de la Jute, on le Houy Farm, Groves Farm, Paillar-
dise Farm, and betwesn Courbein and Longesrd (Map No. 9).112

The yellew cross fire centinued through the early morning hours of
19 July as gun positions in thr Bols de la Jute and elsewhere, as w8il as
the town Of Crezancy, were contaminated with 4,130 rounds of yellow Cross,

mixed with 1,485 HE shells.i13

On 20 July, as the jCth Lyndwehr artillery withdrew northward its gas

fire was confined to 100 green cross {phosgeng} shells, and on 22 July to

111 . _. :
Tel msg, Sgventh Army to Corpg Kgthen and Conta, 18 Jul; gJeventh Army
WD, 19 Jul ?g@, pp. 600, 638). '

112

Arko 1?9 Order 3, 18 Jul (GFB 161, fol I, pp. 103 = 104); Arke 130
WD, 18 Jul {GFB 142, fol II}.

113
Arka 130 wD, 19 Jul. GCorps Kathen WD, 19 Jul (GFB 128, fol 1), reported
only 2030 yellow e¢ross shells fired by JOth_Ldw.

See 3‘159 Arko WD, 17 Jul (GFB 1_87y fol II, P 18055 orps K ;_h_e_Q_WD,
18 and 20 July LGXh Ldw WD, 18 ~ 20 Jul (GFB 161, fol I, pp. = 15%-
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100 yellow cross. All else was high explosive fire. As ordered, the battery
positions in the ard Division sector had been “systematically covered-...
over a period of tims...to keep the enemy masked as long as possihle and

hinder the abandoning of ths positions.™ 114

3rd Division unit records reveal little or nothing about thr German gag~
ring between 18 end 22 July, although gas hospital lists show & tetal of 509
gas admisslons in that Period. X1 his report of the bombardment of 15 July,
the Divisien Gas Officer recorded gas ¢asualties through 20 July without dis
tinguishing between those caused by tho bombardment and those resulting from
the interdiction fire. A better distinction was made by the Division Surgaon:
Of special Intersst ls the fact that..the symptoms [of the early patiants]

were to a great extent traceable to sneezing and vo-mitin_g gases; later Phog-
gene gas casas arEivgg.’g and when the enemy began his retirement, ¥yestard g3a
gl

ases were tho ru
Meanwhile, 3rd Division waited for the attacking elements Of Sixth Allay
on the left to advance, and for its ewn attack orders. But the 167th French,
26th american and 39th French were stopped within a kilometer or two of their
jump~off popitiong by the enemy gas and HE fire put on their fronts. Their
advance was not resumed until three days later, on the morning of the 2lst,
when at dawn it wgs discovered that the Germans had everywhere disappeared in

the night.

114
Arko 130 wh, 20 = 22 July srke 130 Order 3, 18 Jul, above.

115
Analysis, p. 89. Mad Hist of ard Dlv, p. 33 {Med Dept Box 3430, fol 1),

quoted in MsB, p. 8l2, and History, p. 3i8.

- 64 -




The 10th tandwshr, in front of 3rd pivisien, reported its own retire-

ment that night:
The withdrawal of the right wing of the division [into the 4lbert-Berta
Position] was carried eut without losses during the night. The artillery

commander received orders to take the Bois de Barbillon under heavy fire
and to gas it.

Beginning at [4.30 a.m.3 21 July, (in order to permit the withdrawal of
36th Diyvision_elements,V Arke 130 will prepare fire protection for the
entire [coing sector from the east edge of Chateau Thierry to Passy,
exclusive.,

Learning from captured prisoners that the French and Americans planned
to ""launch a large night attack at 2 a.m., 21/22 July™ that might overrun
their new position, Corpg Kathen ordered "concentrated waves of annihilation
fire from midnight on against villages, roads, traffic areas, stc. Largs
quantities of yellow cross are to be fired." 117 The German records Of

this fire have not survived, nor can it be distinguished in 3rd Division

records.

With the Germans gone, the French division on the immediate left of 3rd
Division crossed the Marne on 21 July, advancing west of the Bois de Barbillon.
In the early afternoon 3rd Division received its orders to Cross. It was to

invest the Bols de Barbillon at dawn and advance in the direction Of les

116
10th Law WD, 21 Jul; 10th ldw Crder Ja 5003, 19 Juli 1¢th Ldw Crder
la 5006, 20 Jul {GFR 161, iol I, pp. 29 ~ 30%. -

117
QQ};M!E_D Order Ia 4231 to lOth Ldw, 24rd, 6th Bav Res Divs, 1020,
21 Jul (in 1Qth ldw records, Gv% 161. ful1 T, ;. 24,
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Franquets Farm to ls Charmel, forcing the enemy to continue his retreat.118

"From this date until the Division was reiievsa In the line, the fight-
ing assumed a mor& or lass open character and consisted almost entirely of
machine gun fire and flanking movements...upon positions assumed by the resr
guard of thd enemy.” 119 After line duty of a month and a half, a terrifying
bomba rdinent For ah offensive, and an enemy attack followed by mustard gas
shalling, the troeps were tired and wholly displrited. 710 rdd to the con-
fusion, zeveral thousand resplacemsnts had come into the wsetor, without ammuni-
tion and large numbsrs OFf them without gas masks+120  With thess greon troops
th9 division %{3 now to encags IN opsn wWarfate tactles for whiech nelther tha
men nor thair Yeaders hrd bwen trained, afd to Face the skllful tactles of a

dapsrate enemy Lin ‘ratieat, fOr which nows wers prepared.

"The unfortunate attawk*

On the evening of 21 July the 4th Infantry crossed on Pontoon bridaas

at Chierry and marched through the Bols de Barblllon to Ment st. Pers, the

118

Ordre Gensral 3%41, 6th Fr Army, 2020, 20 Jul (French Files Box 34,
30.1)1 Gen Opns Order 155, 38th Fr Corps, 0915, 21 Jul (3rd Div Box 19,
32'7)‘ FO 9, 3I’d Df\", 1400) 21 Jul-

119
History, p. 12.

120
Memo, Div Ad3, 31 Jul, subs Replacement Requisition (3rd Div Box 3,
12.3) and p. 77 T 78, below.
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7th Infantry, crossing ab¢ve Fossoy, on its right. There they halted and
while the 38th Infantry and a portion of the artillery crossed during the

day of the 22nd, the lines were reformed, spanning Breteuil Farmela Theoderie-
Jaulgonne~Barzy, and Preparations were made for a corps-wide attack. That
night the 30th Infantry, which had been out of the line for decontamination,
reorganization, and requipment since the l16th, came up behind the 38th on

the heights between Charteves and Jaulgonne.lzl

After a ten-minute artillery preparation on the Bois du Chazmel and
Tieulerle Farm at 0345 on 23 July, the 7th Infantry, with the 4th Infantry
In rear, was to strike out toward le Charmel, while the 38th and 30th Infantry,
also in celumn, advanced up the Jaul¢onne-le Charmel road (see Map No. 8).122
A Roman phalanx could not have been more closely packed than the 3rd Division

was In that narrowing corridor.

But corps was at the enemy's "Albert-Berta" line, and there was little
advance made on the 23rd. By 1000 hours the 38th Infantry was stopped cold
below les Franquets Farm. "It was Indian warfare with modern weapons,™ the
division history said, with machine guns in the bushes, in concealed slit
trenches, and in the trees. A battalion of the 4th Infantry, sent to

extricate the 38th, was almost wiped out, and all suffered intensely from

121
DORy 3rd Div, 22 Jul.

122
FO 10, 3rd piv, 001Q, 22 Jul; nCR, 3rd Div, 23 Jul.
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the shell fire that raimed across the front throughout the day-ma

In a report dated 23 July, the Oivision Gas Officer said nothing about
mustard gas belng ensountered In the Bols do Barbillon Or about any other
enemy gas fire Or gar attack;only that
Gas ¢ases are constantly caning in to theg hospitale, ewing to the intensity
of the operatlons under way. ..(They arel mostly mistard cases...to e great
extent unavoidable....Many cases are from the artillery, who ¢eem to receive
mich mustard gas in anti-battory flre. As material comes in reports will be
sent in promotly.

The rest of the rapext complained of the poor visibility and great discomfort
of the gas mesk.124 1t is the last report of its kind by Major Somervell

that has wesn found.

On the night of 23 July, suffaring frem gas mssk exhaustion snd incessant
artillery fire; the troops were ordered to take up defensive positions along
the line la Thecderie = Tieulerie Farm = north edge of Jaulgonne = east edge
of the Foret de Ris+ Another attempt to advance would e made the next

marning. 129

A second order ON the night of 23 July indicated that General Dlckman

dld not think there was much fight left in his troops. After a ten-minute

123
History, pp. 59, 160.

124
Ltr, DX to C Def Serv CWS, 23 Jul, subs General repoxt (GAF = 3rd Div).

125
FO 11, 3rd Div, 1930, 23 Jul.
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preparation at 0355 on the 24th, the 5th Brigade was to advance west of les
Franquets Farm, the 6th Brigade assaulting the fan directly. The 30th
Infantry was to make the principal attack, taking over from the 38th Infantry,
which was ordered te retire from its present positions and zeve towards
Nogental, to get out of the flanking fire-126 *To maintain the strength

Of the troops™ in the attack the next day, said the order, they were "to halt

and entrench about noon unless the enemy withdraws." 127

But during the night the German forces on that front abandoned the *Albert-
Berta*® position for their previously prepared "Caesar™ position, through le
Charmel, leaving behind sacrifice machine gunners and using kombing planes

to ecover the evacuated ground and slow up their pursuers (Map No. 10),128

It was 0800, 24 July, when the 4th and 7th Infantry resumed the pursuit,
as the 30th Infantry on the right advanced through Franquets Farm into the
Bols du Charmel. Moving through the Foret de Fere. the 5th Brigade forces

got within two kilometers of le Charmel before enemy outpost gunners brought

126
Nogental was below Chateau Thierry, almost 15 kilometers to tbe south.

Argentol was probably meant.

127
F0 12, 3rd Div, 1100 [21007], 23 1ul.

128

During this move, Corps Kathen was hated out,, its 10th Ldw Div going
to Corps Wichura reserve and ils 26th Div to Corts tehoeler. 5 the 3rd biv
crossed the enemy front on a diagoenal, it confrontad the ler Guard Div of
#ichura .
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them to 4 half.lsv

Cin e nigis of the Zatn, -ortain trat the enemy would contince hiz
reiceat, corps ordered the division to go through le Charmel, on to Villar-
delle Farm, and then to Roncheres. The brigades in ¢olumn were to take up
the march at dawn, with the 5th Brigade in the lead. 4n order later that
night said the 6th Brigade would remain in place; the 38th Infantry had been
used up the day before, and the 30th, claiming losses OF 12 officerrand 700

men since crossing the Marne, could go no farther. The 5th Brigade, Passing
through the 30th Infantry, would carry on the pursuit. 130

On the morning of 25 July the 5th Brigade was along the line Hill 224
Argentol. Through "lack of initiative...from division headquarters down to
battalions,"” only two battalions of the 4th Infantry made any advance that

day, reaching le Charnel and clearing it in the late afternoon. "Judging

129

In the valley at Argentol, 3rd Div found a German projector battery of
some 300 155-mm. rifled tubes and quantities of green cross projectiles with
their fuses drawn. "The whole position had been knocked about by our arty
fire" on the night of 14 = 15 July (Ltr, DGO to C CwS, 6 Aug, sub: Rpt on
German Gas Material, GAF = 3rd Div). This was one of three projector instal-
lations, above Barzy, Soilly, and Dormans, installed the night of the attack.
Less than half the projectiles, or 247, were fired at Barzy bofore "flanking
fire™ forced evacuation (ret 151/18, 38th Pioneer Rn, 17 Jul, in 36th Div
records, GD 187, fol I, pp. 50 = %7). Soe also p. ~= above.

130

38th Fr Corps Order 1852/3, 1600, 24 Jul, Instructions pour la Poursuite
(French Files Box 107, 20.1)3 FO 13, 3rd Div, 1845, 24 Jul; FO 14, n.h.,
24 July History, pp. 140 = 41.

= 71.




from ths grdves oh the gfourid,” the advance cost 500 men.131 The support
battalion of 4th Intantey; aftér suffering a violent enemy bombardment «f
gas and HE &t Les Frafiquets Farm at dusk, was czdstwd up tuv 1& Charimel to
relieve the unit heldifg the town,132 It arrived to find the strasts of

| e Channel giw4s% by s®émy machine guns firing from lg Chiarmal Chateau, to
the east of tha town.33 The 7th Infantry was ordersd to take the chateau

the next morning.

*Tha unfertufates attack™ of tha 7th INfantry agalnst le Charmsl Chateau
on 26 July falléd when; réeportedly, tXe® Fhengh in the For#t 44 Ris were unnble
Lo advanca., WMoxe acecuratély, on thr night of the 25th this ads#ault battalion
nquffored MEkVy 1o8ses frah high explosivés and [ustard) oa# while forming
in tha(Bols du Charmsl] for the attack and when the village [6f Argefitol]
south of the town of le Charmel waé reached, thd battalion was reduced to
two hundred man wnd five officers® and "so disdrganized that [it was useless
for] further sctioh." Bscauss Of ths bombardment, ngither of the two remain-
1ng battalions of the 7th Infantry in tke Bole du Charmel, which was also
occupied by *almost half of the 30th Infaritry,” were in condition to make

the attack. Whén tho bombardment came thay were sifiply ordered to dig in.

lal_l&j‘pz’a;, "Ths Atthck of tho 3rd Div at lo Charmsl on 25 Jul,” Apr 1919
(3r4 Div Bok 4, 18.2).

132 s

Daily Inthl Rpt, 4th Inf, o8 7 26 Jul (3rd Div Box 33, 20:7), said woods
at 93.0-64.5 (rw of Franquets Fme] was heavily gassed with phosgene and mus-
tard gas during tke night, causing “a number of casualties.”

133
DOR, 3rd Divy 25 end 26 Jul; History, pp. 60 = 61.
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There was no attack on the chateau on the 26th.134

.Cn the night of 26 July, Sixth Amy ordered a day's rest for all troops-
Army would attack again at 2140 on the 27th, after another of its ten-minute
artillery preparations. In view of the depleted ranks ¢f 3rd Division, the
brigade of the 28th Division that had arrived from the Marne would make the

next advance, to Courmont and Ropcheres, with the 39th French and 3rd Divi-

sions cleaning up the rear. The corps order for the attack concluded with
the instruction: ™During the advance and until daylight, the attacking troops
will be absolutely forbidden to fire any rifle or revolver shots; all fight-

ing should be done with cold steel only.” 133 But none of this was carried out.

Again leaving behind sacrifice machine gun units, the enemy drew back
during the night of 26 = 27 July almost three kilometers to the "Cora® pesition

on the line of the Cureq, taking up outpost positions on the high wooded ground

134

History, p. 983 DOR, 27 Jul; Ltr rpt, OG 5th Brig to CG 3rd biv, 6 Aug,
subt Opns, July 14 = 31 (3rd Div Box 21, 33.6). Co B 8th MG Bn, with the
brigade, reported 1 man killed and 2 officers and 22 men burned by mustard
?as that night (History, p. 122). Here as elsewhere the hoePadnission lists
Analysis, ps 99) fall to support tho History or any other records.

The only German record of the gassing is Rpt, Wichurg to Seventh Azrmy,
26 Jul (GFB 120, fol I, p. 69); "During the night our artillery carried out
the yellow cross shoot according to plan."

Lanza, ""The Attack of 3rd piwv...July 26 to July 29," n.d. (3rd Div Box 4,
18.8), says nothing about the gas attack, only that le Charmel Chateau should
have been neutralized by the division 155's and was not.

135

}Gen Opns Order 164, 3rd Bur, 38th Corps, 2350, 26 Jul (3rd Div 2ox 19,
3.7,

-~ 73 -




around Ronchares. For tha new battle, said Cozps Wichurs,

The artillery must render the approach of the enemy ~. Jifflcult as possiblo«...
When the enemy doploys in rooded areas [whore regular harassing with kel is
difficult [and less offoctive), it iS important to shell continually with
yellow cross ald) traffic points and approach routms. Yellow cross will ba
brought up in suffisient quantity. By continual activity of this kind tho
infantry can brnt bo protectad from eiilfﬂ}( artillery. Long-rango guns must
coentinua haransing ths Marno bridgas.

From itS new positions the enemy guns were to keg¢p the oncoming troops undas

constant gas and HE fire as thoy edged forward.}37

The day of rest was ehort-lived. With the enemy 'gone, ¢erfs nt noon
ordered the 5%h Brlgada [not the 28th Division) to take uo tha pursuit at
once end reach the line, north edge of For%t de Ris ~ Ronsheres = southwant
corner of Bois do Meunisre (Hill 231) by nightfall. But at noon, with 393
casualties Of the previous day's fighting brought into the advanced dressing
station, three of the six battalions in the brigade were declared totally
"unfit for further action.” Poth regiments, said the brigade commander,
were so worn out that "the reputation of 3 Div will suffer Lf...further
demends are made on them." There is evidence that in the seven days since
crossing the Marne the division had taken well over 1,250 gas casualtles in

addition to its machine gun and high explosive casualties.138

136
g_;gg_imsggég la 1468, 26 Jul, sub: Instructions for the battle in the
ploral Stellung (GFB 120, fol I, p. 7).

137
See DORs, 3rd Div, 26 = 20 Jul.

138
FO 1%, 3rd Div, 1300, 27 July DOR, 26 = 27 ly Mug, CG 5th Brig to
COfS'p 1215, 27 Jul (3rd DiV Box 15, 3:'116); Ln:‘ll}&i'_’;, Pe aqa,




2]

with little opposition on their immediats fronts, the French on the
left were reported pushing toward Couwrmont and Clergss and the 4th American
Division, which had relieved the French on the right the day before, was
said to be advancing rapidly through the Forst de Ris:. The 3rd Division
order that afternoon directed the 6th Brigade, for several days too worn out
to move, to retire behind the Marne. The 5th Brigade, iess the 7th Infantry,
was to keep going. Thoroughly disorganized, the 7th Infantry wse directed
to assemble around the regimental ™ and regroup. At dusk, the 4th Infantry

reached Yillardslle Faxm.139

It was a misnomer to speak of brigades or even regiments now, so badly
scattered were the units of 3rd Division and so incapable of effective asction.
Furthermore, despite the front represented on Mg No. 8, the division sector
had actually contracted so that a single battalion could span 1t.140 Only

the 4th Infantry could muster such a unit, and it was probably provisional.

On the morning of the 28th, corps and Army reported the enemy to be in
full retreat and 5th Brigade was ordered to regain contact with the enemy

immediately. It was to advance to the Vesle, reaching the vicinity of

139
FO 15, aboves DOR, 3rd Div, 27 = 28 Jul; History, p. 1621 G~ 3

Order 158, 3rd Div, 1230, 27 Jul (Usp in the wy, v, 607 = 609k
arko 130 WO reported putting heavy fire on the Fresnes-Courmont area

and 447 yellow cross shells on Faviers Farm in the 4th Div sector on 27
Jul and 150 blue cross and 195 yellow cross on that front on 28 Jul.

140
G = 3 Order 158, above.
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5t. Gilles that evening-a distance of almost 25 kilemeters.1%} Moving out
of Yillardelle Farm at 1100, by 1530 hours the 4th In#-n%>y had crossed the
Ourcq and eRrtsred Roncheres. The line cautiously advanced about a half kilo-
meter ahove the town and halted for the night. It was not the advance the

French had in mind.

The next morning a single battalion of 4th Infantry advanced to the
attack, only to hit the ground about 200 yards from the Bols den Grimpottes
as massed machins guns in Grimpottes and in the Bols do Muniers put down an

almost solid curtain of fire. The brigads could ga no further. 142

At midnight en 28 July, alements of the 32nd Division arrived at villar-
dellé end Fesse Farms with ordsrs from corps to relieve the 3rd Divisien
regiments in tho line *in two rusheg, in the morning end in the afternoon,
s0 as to keep the forward movement continuous.” 143 Gorps apparently had
little knowledge of the disposition of 3rd Divisien. It was noon on 30 July
before the 32nd Division could complete the relief, owing to the enemy's

harassing fire the Previous day and night.

141
FO 16, 3rd Div, 0945, 28 Jul,

142
FO 18, 3rd Div, 2310, 28 Jul; Llanza, "The Attack of 3rd Dlv.«.July 26
to July 29," abova.

143

Ordre Particulier 1923/3, 3rd Bur, 38th Fr Corps, 1850, 28 Jul (3rd
Div Box 18, 32.7).
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On tha -dant befor: the formal relief, the 4th and 7th Infantry started
on their way back to the Marne. Crossing, they joined the rest Of the divi-

sion in the towas and faems they had left just the week before.}4*

G = 3 had long givan up trying to report or even estimate daily casual-
ties, but on 30 July, admitting that no count was yet possible of the killed
and missing, reported that the division field hospitals between 15 and 28 July
had evacuated for all causes (wounded, gassed, sick, injured, and shall

shocked) a total OF 193 officers and 5,253 men.149

“Reconstruction of a shattered Division”

The 3rd Division, its morale seriously shaken by the bombardment of
15 July and in poor shape for the rigors of pursuit, had not made a good shor=-
ing in the advance to Roncheres. Instead of being relieved at the Marns, it
had received replacemants ~— almost 4,000 of them ™" and had been ehoved

into an action for which it was not prepared.

G~ 1, calling for infantry and mschine gun replacements after the great
bombardmant, said thrt the division lost almost 3,000 men between 15 = 17
July. In avettsr call on 27 July, G = 1 :sald ths division had evacuated

4,917 men sines 15 Julv and that Killed and missing approximated 800. The

v g

144
FO 19, 14230, 2% Julsy History, pp. 63 - 64. On 31 Aug the commander of the

7th Inf was trfd to the 3rd Div trains and Col Butts of the 30th Inf took over
the 7th, his adjutant replacing him {(History, p. 100).

145
POR, 3rd v, 28 - 29 Jul.
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division had received 3,864 replacements but still needed another 1;8%3.
Four days later, as tha division completed a hurtisd sount of its losses,
the requisition was incrsased from 1,853 to a total of 7L cfficers and

3,448 MEN, exclusive of aftillaryman.l45

On 30 July, Colonel Kelton, Divisien Chief of Staff, wrote in a parsonal
letter to Col, Fox Connar, G = 3 GHQ AEF:
I em enclosing a copy of Divisional Order 16} whith shews you the fifgt necas-
sary stops in the rosconstruction of a shnttered division. No one yet has anv
accurate knowledgs of our total lesses. I only know aeceurately that wa have
svacuated from the battlo fleld 193 officers and 5,243 man since July 15th for
wonnds, gas ox sholl shock gnd that 78 of those hnvh died sihce evacuation....
In tho cass of Butt®s [a0th, reqainant, ons bilg shall destrdyed not enly all of
tho regimantal resords, tui kilded practically all OF the hoadtuartérs personnel.l®?

The order he referred to, lssued that same day, talled for 1ists &f
replacements from all units; a statemert a5 tO the completion &f thy réofganiza-
tlon of units end Of thslr recerds, detalled operations reports ¢f a0%16h kince
185 July, reports Of casualties and of prisoners ard materiel capturéd -~ all
reports o be expedited and unlt resords to be reorganized "with the greatest
dispatch IN etder to put the division in conditien €0 take up the gquettion

of training énd t& prepase for its return to duty in the linssn 148

144
Telgs, G « 1 3rd Div to G = 1| Corps, 17 and 27 Jul; Memo, Div 4dJ,
31 Jul, sub: Replacesssnt Requisition (3rd Div Box 3, 12.3).

147
Ltr, ¢s! robt. H ¢. ¥Xalton to Col Tox Conner, 30 Jul (382 Div Box 31,
33.6).

148
G - 3 Order 161, 3rd Div, 1600 rr, 30 Jul {3rd Div Box 13, 32.13).
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Two days later, General Dickman called a conference of his staff and

Unit sommanders to discuss immediate training problems and review the lessons

of the campaign.

The first thing we want is some dally close—order drill to reestablish
cohesion, to realize the formation of units...and to renew the spirit of
obedience and discipline....after a period of comparative disorder...We

shall, of course, want to re=equip the units....

Speaking of the advance above the Marne, he said:

When we went across and started north, General Ds Mondasire told me: "There's
your sector — nice, easy, open country...." 1 don't think he meant te bs
sarcastic. But we realized very soon that...it was impossible to advance in
that country. That was tho reason | give you directions to work through the
woods ~= working in tho wooded area would hove saved tho lives of a goed many
men.

Indirectly answering General Dickman, an unidentified colonel a few minutes

later sald that " At le Charmel....they put gas in the woods where thay had

seenour troops."”

Both Colonel Kelton and General Dickman raised the question of alleged
looting by the French of packs that were left behind in the advance, a sub-
ject, with other animadversions on the French, that Kelton also covered in
great detail and invective in personal iettaers to Col. Fox Conner at AEF

headquartars.149 Kelton concluded the conference by raying that he had not

149
Kelton, Spec kpt on Opns of 3rd Div, 15= 31 Jul, n.d., and atchklcorresp

(3rd Div Box 21, 33.6). The persistent and highly vocal anti—-French eenti-
ment finally led to III Corps GO 13, 4 Aug, published as Memo 116, 3rd Div,
6 Aug {3rd Div Eox 1, 10.2), which said that officers and men must "scrupu~
lously”refrain from any criticism of the military conduct or methode 0f..»
our Allies."

To the end of the war "the opinion Prevailed among all ranks of the divl-

slon that tho French assigned the meanest and most difficult sectors to the
American troops.” Ltr, Maj Gen Robt. L. Howze, CG, 3rd Div to G = 3 GHQ AEF,
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yet seen anything from organization commanders as a result of Order 16},
although replacement 1ists were needed immediately, particularly in order
to requisition officers 4nd men for specialist dities and for schools of
instruction in the division. After reconstructing personnel and refitting,
the division would rasumg the training program interrupted by its hirried

entry into Battlg:1%0

Rut at that point plang for récenstiuctiopn and tralnifg were interrupted,

not to be résumad until 18 August.l51

"The horrors 6f the ve&la"

On 2 August the German Sevanth fxmy reached the north bank of the Vesls,
ome 30 kildhaters above the Marmaé. That day Sixth French army ordered tha
6th Brigade of 3rd Division up from the Marne to the Vesle; to support tho

III French Corps thrust above the river.152

149 (edntirued)
19 Dec, subt Confldential Repert (8rd Div Box 22; 33.6). Cf. Pers ltr, Dickman
to Spaulding; Hi&t BF G5, 8 Feb 1920 (3rd Div Hox 3, 11.4).

Remarks By Géhéral Dickman at 3rd Div conf; 1 Aug (3rd Div Box 25, 80.1).

151 . o
G - 3 Otder 168, 3rd Div, 6 Aug; sub: Standing Orders t& August 9 (3rd
Div Box 13; 82:13), with a 1dng séction on gas défensé Measurés, séems to
hdvé Deén e¥pecially prepared to replace copies lost during the campaign.
Later resumption of tng is described in Tng Memos 32 = 34 an 18, 22, and 28
Auwg (3rd Div Box 25, 50.4).

152 -
FO 21; 3rd Di¥,; n.hey, 2 AUg. The day was &1se memorable for an attack by

German planes with almost 2,000 bombs along the railroad from Chateau Thierry
to Mezy. "No damage reported,” said DOR, 31d Div, 2 :tug.
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Reaching Roncheres at dusk on 4 August, the 38th and 30th Infantry,
in column,paused briefly and then resumed their march in driving rain to
the front, 21 kilometers away. Orders directed the relief of French infantry
forces in and around $t. Gilles, but "between it and the column {zs it
approached] were a million flashes on the ground where German shells of high
explosive and gas were striking.” No French guides appeared to lead the
column in and it was the night of & August before the 38th moved through
$t. Gilles up to Villette, where its advance units were met by a German raid-

ing party from across the river.i33

On 7 august, after a day of reorganizing, the 38th Infantry was ordered
to crogs .ne Vesle, in broad daylight and in the wake of an eight—minute

barrage, and establish bridgeheads three kilometers to the north. "It might

have been possible for the artillery, by laying down a smoke screen. to have
assisted the operation, but no such attempt...was made.” 334 Two piatoons of
the 1st Battalion got over the river, only to be driven back with esvere losses,
and after hours of battering by snemy artillery fire the battalion had to be
relieved the next day- Meanwhile, i1ts support battalion, "drenched with gas®

below Villette the night before, had been put out of action, and ths reserve

153
History, p. 163. On 4 Aug G = 3 reported that the 6th Brig would
function as a division, and with that 3rd Div DORs ceased.

154

Field report, Lanza, "The 6th Brigade at the Vesle,” 7 apr 1919 (3rd
DiV BOX 30, 1892)0
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3rd Battalion was all that was left.135

On the nlght of 8 = 9 August, coming up to make the relief "through a
severe gas bombardment of the heights to the seuth, which.v..rolled the
mustard and phosgene back down into the valley, tho Third Battalion began
its share of the horrors of the vesle.» 136 By the night of the 9th all three
battalions of the 38th Infantry were in shambles and the supporting 30th

Infantry was ordered up to continue the attack on thes morning of 10 August.

Just twe platoons of the 30th were in position at the hour of attack and
though they tried to cross, they could not make it. The following morning
the whole of the 6th Brigade was relieved by French units and by nightfall

it was back over the Marne.157

A weak after the flasce at the Vesle, the 3rd Division was in bivouac
at Gondrecourt getting ready to complete the trainina program fnterrupted
three months bafore. There it was observed that "fithouah the injurious

effects of the poisonous gas used by the enemy left some of the men in

15%
Msg, 10 32nd Div at 6th Brig Hq to G - 3 32nd Div, 0815, 7 sug
{3rd Div Box 21, 33.3).

156
History, p. 165.

157 '

FO 24, 3rd Div, 1825, 17 ‘ug, withdres the tivision from the Marne
sector. See Rt on Opny of Xth Inf, CG Sth Brig, n.ds (Zrd Div fox 32,
33.6)s In this report and in Hi.tory, v. Y4ty the wath dnf o anid 3t lost
5 officers and 310 men at the Vaeusle.




poor health for a short time, the great majority OF ,them regained their

strength very soon and gradually the full training schedule was resumed." 138

If the effects of three week6 of gas were shaken off, the experience
was not, as later wholesale straggling in the division proved. It was
probably by design that General bickman, cemmanding IV Corps in the $t. Mihiel
operation, kept his former 3rd Division in reserve during the campalgn. On
29 September, thoroughly rested, it was ssnt to relieve the 79th Division

in the Meuse~Argonne Battle.15%

ANALYSIS

3rd Division Casugltiss

Colonel Kelton, Chief of Staff, was certain that during the battle of
15 July over 15,000 Germans crossed the Marne in the 3rd Division and 125th
French Division ssctors, and that on the morning of 16 July more than 5,000
German6 lay dead on the 3rd Division front, at a cost to the division of

almost 3,000 offlcers and men.

By 30 July, following the advance above the Marne (21 = 29 July), divi-

sion casualties exceeded 7,000, said Kelton. More than 4,000 men had fallen

158
History, p. &4,

159
History, pp. 101 = 102. Concerning the straggling in October, see
Analysis, p. 101,



hecauss
The French ¢ommand forced US far beyond anything they might expect to obtain

With thair OM troops.s.:The mashine qun resisfancj, coup Ied with artlller¥
fire f&uring tha advanca] cost us as many, 1f [not .;ct & MOTgy casualtles

i 114
H?ﬁ?nahtehgi?éffzhghhotﬁ ang }g ,368 the subsequent shallling which continued

Kelton's figures are excessive for the periods he reports but axe rela=
tively acsurate for the entire campaign, including tho casualties at Chateau
Thierry, H31) 204, and Bols de Bsllesu in June and the cost of the insult at
the Yesls in August. Thus the division history (pp. 363 = 64) reported ths

cost of the Alsne-Maxne campaign as 7,971 afficers and men (Table Nes 1),

Table No. 1
LO8SES OF 3rd DIVISION IN A U GAMPAIGNS

Alsne - Marng St. Mihiel _ Meuse ~ Argonns
Off Man Off Men Off Man
R _ o

Killed 1 53 1043 K 2 51 1218
Wounded 141 4692 0 9 211 5130
Cassed 42  173% 0 0 55 1182
Missing _ 3 228 0 0 4 456
Prisoners 2 32 0 0 1 66

241 7730 0 11 322 8052
160

Pers ltr, Kelton to Conner, G - 3 GHQ AEF, 30 Jul}, and Spec Rpt of Opns
of 3rd Div, 1% ~ 31 Jul (3rd Div Box 21, 33.6).
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The Battle Monumsnts Commission study of the 3rd Division said that In
the A{sne=Marns campaign, between 31 May and 13 Auqust, the killed and wounded

(including gassed) amounted to 7,177 officers and men.16}

The figure of 7,177 is in fair agreement with the official Medical
Department total of 7,193 killed, gassad, and wounded in the campalgn,162
and with the total of 7,105 Kkilled, jassed, wounded, and PN (psychoneuroses)
found by an actual count of casualties in available division hospital admis-
sion lists. This latter count, with 28th Division casualties included, is
represented in Table No. 2.163 The deaths in Table No. 2 are from a 3rd
Division compilation which is further hroksn down in Tabla No. 3 to thow

the incidence of deaths by units (see report in Mad Dept Box 3432).

161

The 3rd Div_ Sun of Opns in the World War (#Washington, D.C., 1944},
p. 53.
162

Complled from data in Med Dept Of the U.&. Army in the world Wax, vols
XV, Madical and Casuzlty Statistics (Washington, D.C., 1923), pp. 1048 =
1169. Tho count g¢hows 1182 killed, 3843 wounded, and 2168 gassed botween

1Jun and 20 Aug.

163

Compiled from lists of FH 5 (Med Dept Box 3443), FH 7 {Med Dept Box
3447), FH 26 (Med Dept Box 3448), and FH 27 (Med Dopt Box 3450). 28th Div
casualties are from lists of both 3rd and 28th Div field hospitals in Med
Dapt Boxes 3143, 3430, 3637, and 3640.

Memo, Div adj for Cofs 3rd Div, 2130, 4 aAug, sub: Casualties in 3rd
Div (MsB, p. 818), reported 917 killed, 3261 wounded, 1762 gassed, and 47

missing, a total of D986, as of that date.
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Tahle No. 2

CASUALTIES IN DIVISION HOSPITAL RECORDS

Gassed Wounded Py Kflled Total

3rd DIVISION '
4 ~ 30 June 15 164 8- - 187
1= 14 July 9 a7 - 28 74
15 - 17 July 789 1297 690 2832
18 31 July 1078 1421 517 326 3342
1- 6 Aug 13 - 3 - 16
7 - 14 aug 242 300 _ia 98 654
14 o 1iaz 7165
28th DIVISION 21as 3219 5 a4z 3
15 = 17 July 378 283 55 719
18 = 31 July 615 818 265 16013
I - 2 aug _Qg 75 ___7 181
1092 1178 328 2598
3238 | aag7 926 | 1142 9703
- f nr—y f ! se— ===

i | | |
Table No. 3

7th Enf

30th

Inf

REPORT OF DEATHS, 3rd DIVISION

Date 4th Inf a8th Inf Others Total
1 - 14 Rly 3 2 3 5 15 28
15 July 19 162 148 182 115 626
16 = 31 July 120 75 62 53 BO 290
1~ 17 Aug 7 2 9 63 17 98
a9 o1 s 303 227 114z

-~ 86 ~




Of these 1,142 deaths, 16 were attributed to gas, 196 to gunshot wounds,

130 to shrapnel, &44 to HE shell, and 156 were "unknown.®

Two sets of figures in Table No. 2 seem suspect, those for the periods
4 = 30 June and 1~ 6 August, In June there wore at least 64 killed and 331
wounded in the units assisting the 2nd and 39th French Divisions (narrative, pp.
5, 9 =10), of which no record aopears in 3rd Division hospital lists. Ard the
casualties for 1 = 6 August are contradicted by the Division $urgeon who

reported 25 gassed, 11 wounded, and 14 PN in that period.164

Moe interesting, in view of the complete absence of gar attack reports
to substantiate it, is a monthly gas-casualty report by ¥ajor Semervsll that
shows 24 gas casualties in the period 17 14 July, 1,217 in the period 15~
17 July, and 2,030 in the period 18- 31 July — a total of 3,271 gas casual-
ties during July. In his long account of the 15 July bombardment he had
reported 1,389 gar ¢ssualtise based on 3rd Division hospital returns, ar
represented in Table No. 4.36% [ ater, when he made up the monthly return,
there totals, execlusive of 28th Division figurer, wsre zevised to 70, 608,

and 1,042, for a total of 1,720.1%%

164
Memo, Div Surg to JII Corps Surgeon, 6 Aug, n.s» (Med Dept Box 3430,

fol 6).

165
Ltr, DGO to G = 3 3rd Div, 21 Jul, subs Report on Gas Attack, July 14~

15 (3rd Div Box 28, 63.3).

166 DGO, Monthly Rpt of Gar Casualties, July, 1918, signed by Major somervell.
The data of this rpt appesrs In Ltr, CGO III Corps to C CWS, 10 Aug, subs Monthly
Report (both in War Dept Hist Box 297, 12.3).
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Tﬁbll‘) No. 4
DIVISION GAS OFFICER REPORT

i RS
s ~ Hospital Admissions as of _ v
Unit Noon 15 Jul Mosh 16 il 16 = 20 Jud
dth Infahtsy 3 15 181
7th Infantiy 4 &6 233
30th Infantry 2 40 160
38th Infantiy 4 20 123
6th Enfilneats 21 32 236
gth & Oth ¥G Bas 4 ' 72
Field Aftillscy 17 AR 177
Medical train 3 S 45
Other #lemsnts 3 S 29
61 2472 1956 = 1559
28th Divisglon 18 103 287
19 348 %43 a 1967

the total Of 1,987 ¢35 casualties (In Tanlé Nos 4) resulted, raid Major
gomesvell, flOM viha eompulsery evacuation of all case6 which reported in as
gassed.«.which thus inflated the hospital lidts.*sto # preposterous degree,”
By comparison with that of the daily adtlssion llats of the field hospitals,
this tétsl was to bacome €VEN mote "prepostercus” by the end °f the month.
It is NnOt possibla, with present kiowlédge; to do more than reprasent,
in Table §s. &, the dally gas casualties shown in the flsld hospital
adntkgton 118tss the dally casunlties §sparately reported by FH 3 the

division gas hospital (in the first brackets)! and thé dally totals
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Table No. 5
DAILY HOSPITAL ADMISSIONS, 15 = 31 JULY

Date 4th Xnf 7th Inf 30th Inf 38th Inf MG Ens
Gas G PN Gas GSW PN Gas OW PN Gas GSW PN Gas Gsw PH
15 Jul 3 5 4 13 2 5 12 3 9 5 6
16 Jul 4 21 1 113 235 12 67 237 4 35 172 2 24 43 1
17 ul 42 29 1 38 3141 27 43 61 2 23 66 3 18 5 1
18 Jul 17 2 4 19 5 15 1% 17 9 6 5 1
19 Jul 3 2 1 3 17 8 2 13 4 10 15 5 1 2
20 Jul 3 5 8 6 2 1 6 1 7 25 9 2 1
21 Jul 8 13 6 1 2 4 9 44 3 3 3 3
22 Jul 2 19 1 4 2 3 4 2 31203 5 2
73 Jul 25 37 5 2 27 3 2 2 20 117 14 9 11 4
21 Jul 11 127 43 6 46 11 2 11 10 9 51 9 14 22 8
25 Jul 14 37 33 1 5 4 48 123 15 17 12 5 4 5 7
25 Jul 65 51 45 17 43 9 50 8 22 27 10 4 15
27 Jul 47 24 33 49 97 32 4% 7 20 13 2 4 11 11
29 Jul 42 28 4 3 12 5 7 1.3 2 1 1 3
29 Jul 23 3 2 2 5 3 1 2
29 Jul 11 33 4 4 3 | 1 2 1 1 1 1
31 Jul 17 37 2% 4 1% 8 10 2 13 6 3 4 12
393 473 192 269 682 137 310 562 95 261 511 82 121 102 30
ALUAE Yoy GEI9UMBERTSoN  GaQUELS ew GAS  TOTALSeqy M
FHs FHS  pGO
21 51 25 24 7 10 73 | 51][ 70} 130 2 15 Jul
81 =4 72 34 38 470 | 605} 608] BO2 20 16 Jul
25 14 53 2 1 2 27 1 244 | 259 239)] 365 36 17 Jul
13 16 2 14 2 1 8 1 93 | 97,,|_ 344) 61 15 18 Jul
3 2 1 10 3 1 2 47 agj, 99| 48 28 19 Jul
19 3 1 4 2 1 86 F 1l 60] 47 13 207 Jul
41 5 8 2 1 2 115 189=t 125] 38 5 21 Jul
6 2 6. 3 2 50 [ 124)] 129] 58 9 22 Jul
1 1 3 2 61 [ 66Jl 123] 198 26 23 n
2 17 4 3 6 6 4 50 smjlx 8h) 280 92 24 Jul
25 2 1 3 2 1 87 7740 107] 211 66 25 Jul
3 2 1 13 4 2 191 181,{ 30znj 169 82 25 Jul
4 1 1 1 9 5 178 [ 200){ 397] 137 92 27 Jul
2 3 11 56 E 63l 193] 46 17 28 Jul
4 18 1 1 37 l()ﬂ 39) 25 3 29 Jul
2 1 4 1 2 26 [ 303l 55} 42 5 30 Jul
2 4 2 1 1 7 3 1 43 - L 9 6 62 310ul
208 219 13 194 68 15 95 101 9 1867 {2111}{3247] 2718 573
BUESd bY°Uy ref13a6y LRE:19UASNOR-LBHRY] BY Y YR IAY E8F TR A0dEs SIS TAEE N1 SR BT8R ive

weapons.

I'lN

is psychoneur051s.
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seported by Somervell in his monthly gas report (in the second brackets}.167

Of the 1,867 gas casuslties admitted to the hospitals (Table Ne. %),
the lists indicate that 1,333 were diagnesed simply as "gassed,* 229 were
tagged “mustard gas,® 287 "gar inhalation,” and 18 “phi.yene." Thig uncer-
tatinty Of dlagnosis in the field hospitals was even more marked at the regi-
mental level, as witnsss the wholesale decontamination of the 30th Infantry
the day after the bombardment (narrative, pp. 52-53). A member <f the 30ih

Infantry Battalien Aid Station said:

Gax cases wers the most difficult of all to handle. It i¢ imposeible for the
surgeon to properly diagnose his cases. One has no means of knowing whether
he 1Is dealing with delayed gas peisening or with a simple case of Gas Fright

afbut] all palgablé cases of isoning were immadiately evacuated
ta'k;ng lracedg?wg verCotharcafles. 188 3 Y ’

Similar confusion reigned in tho regiment spparently least affedted by
the gas, tha #th Infantry. with only &9 gas casas reported in heepital llste,
the regimental surgeon neverthelass reported that *The handling ¢f the enig-
matical gas cases presented the difficulty ef gselecting from the vast numbors

of gas-affected tha sericusly from the slightly gassed.” 169

187

tats for Table Mo+ 5 from same source as Teble No. 2y from Rpt OF Ameri-
can gas Detients recelved at FH 5, n.d. (Lt Cel T. L. Ferenbaugh, Med Hist of
3rcll Div, pr 32, in Med Dapt Box 3431, fol 1} end from DGO monthly Rpt for
Ju Yo

Heto, Div Surg for €G 3d Div, 28 Jul, sub; 3rd Div patients through
Div FHs, July 18 - 31 (Med Dept 2ox 3430, fol &), differr slightly from
Table No. 5, showing 2753 wounded, 1761 gassed, 540 PN.

168

169
Med Hli‘t Of 3rd D.i\", P 74,



tw

There seems little question that the principal effect of the gas bom=
bardment during the week of 15 July was to instill a sense of gas appreher~
sion in the division that endured to the end of the campaign. It is not
known when the following event occurred in the 30th Infantry, but it was
probably during the advance above the Marnz.

One fonn of psychoneurosis, "Gas Fright,” was very c¢ommen but @¢st cases
could be restored to the lines after a few hours' rest. One Instance occurred
where an entire platoon of machine gunners developed this form Of psychosis,
These men were eating their meal just before dark when a shell fell and burst
at a distance of about 100 meters. They continued eating and many of them
had finished when someone ye¢lled Gas! and said their food had been gassed.
All the men were seized with gas fright and a few minutes later made their
way to the Aid Station. To an inexperienced eye they could have easily been
diagnosed as gassed patients: They came in in a stooping posture, holding
their abdemsns and complaining of pains in the stomach, while their faces
bore anxious, frightened expressions and some had even vomited. After reas—

surance, treatment \ivith abl%s of sodium bicarbonate and a night's rest
they were quite well again.l

Other manifestations of apprehension which appear to be attributed to

the gas fire experienced by the division are described by an officer ¢f the

7th Machine Gun Battalion:

Gas, greatly feared at first, proved to be dangerous only in the immediate
vicinity of a shell burst, and such areas could usually be avoided. But It
was a different matter indoors [where delay in masking Or escaping to the
open was almost certain to result in casualties].

Shell fire and a general sense of insecurity worked [the division] into a
high state of nervous tension, evidenced by sharp coemmands, Impatience

borderin% on intolerance, and inability to grasp new _situitions quickly.
Orders nOt carried out as issued je¢pardized the mission. 17]

170
Med Hist of 3rd Div, o, 117.

171
Mendenhall, "The Fist in the Dyke,” Infantrv Journal (Jan 1936),

ol 18.
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Still another indieation of the effect of gas is revealed in a medical
report that an epidemic of dysentezy that ran threugh the divisien between
4 and i4 August was attributed in part to the faet that "many men had inhaled
polsonaus gas in small quantities [since 15July], thus lewering their resize
tance and making them easy victims of any infection that might 4 prevalent.”®
Mo ratlionally, another medical officer ssaribed the epidemic simply to

the utter filth encountered sverywnhers north of the M‘arno.lm

I_alud Cross (:a_sua).tiu

The zesults of the gas and HE #ira on 15 July do not lend themselves
to statistical purposes since blue ¢ross gas (diphsaylehlorcarsine) was
not used so much to achieve casualties as to neutralize troops, by keep
ing them masked, maring them temporarily ill, and apprehensive lest they
inhale any lethal agent that might s nixed with the bluv cross fire.

Blue eross shell, containing half high explosive and half solid
diphenylehloroarsine, was more likely to produce HE casualtise then gas
casualties against masked troops. This is evident from the propertion of
casualties 0N 15 July- Table No. 2 indicates 1,167 gas cases and 1,582
Hound cases in the 3rd and 28th Divisions, a§ a result of approximataly
50,000 blue cross and 50,000 HE and shrapnel shells, or & casualty for

every 36 shells.

Med Hist of 3rd Div, pp. 140, 14%.
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Artillery shell wvas not usually this effective except against unpro-
tected troops. The narratiye makes it clear that the 3rd and 28th Division
were not entrenched, had few dugouts, and were densely massed in the wooded
areas of the sector, the latter condition aggravated by the fact that two

reliefs were being carried out at the time of the bombardment.

As might be expected, the German bombardment of 15 July was more effec-
tive against the green troops of 3rd Division, though fewer shells were
fired, than either the bombardment for the offensive of 27 May against the
British at the Alsne or that of 9 June against the French on the Montdidier -

Noyon front.

On 27 May, three exhausted divisions of the IX British Corps were sub-
jected to a four—hour bombardment with equal quantities of explosive blue
cross and HE shell, with some proportion of yellow cross 1 (ethyldichloro
arsine) and green cross (phosgene) mixed in the gas fire. The entire corps
area was covered with "a continuous invisible cloud of low concentration,"
and its effects were noticeable eight miles back of the front. The sector,
with an organized trench system, was well provided with gasproof dugouts
and as a result less than 200 casualties out of 15,000 {?) troops were
evacuated. Nevertheless, the "most important function of the gas...to cause

neutralization and to depress morale...appears to have been attained."

Cn 9 June, a similar gas and HE bombardment, lasting four hours, fell
on the French between Montdidier and Noyon. Again, it was impossible to

estimate the number of shells, but the bombardment was described as "an
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uninterrupted fire at tha cadsnce of drummfires® As in the earlier bembard-
ment; the use of slight amounts ¢f phosgene, which even ik low toncentration
may have ssrious delayed affscty, presentéd "an immediats tactital advantaga
comparabls to that Of gaeusltiess™ Of 100,000 men in tho Third French Ay
sector undet attack, 1,673 7as casualties were ®vacusted during the week
following tho wombardment, most of them suffering from arsenical polsoning.
In the Flrs% French Army sector, west of Hantdidler, where mustard gas was

uged, 639 Fransh and 477 Americans (lst Division)were svacuated that week. 173

Assuming that the relative proportions Of gas were apprdzimatsly the
game in all shres bombardments (although the might of pas shell on 1% July
was uhquestionably less than the welghts firsd warllsr), the ratio of sva-
cunted cadualtlies to men expoeed in the thrwe bobardménts wit 1B to 100,
1.67 to 100, #nd 3 to 100. Exhausted British troops and war—weary French
survived blue cross bombardmants with fswir casualties thah the inexperienced

Americans.

Franch and Garfan Statistics

A comparisdon of casualties in the 30th French and 3rd Divisions, made
by xxxVITI Corps on 16 July and again on 1 august, proved enlightening but
was nardly falr. With the 28th biviglon, these were the three units of the

corps. But the 39t.h French, at Hill 204 and in Chateau Thlerry, was not in

173
Spencer, "History of Gss tttacks upon the #EF,* 15 Feb 1928, IIT,
598 - 610 (in CMLHO),

- 04



the attack zone on 15 July, and was not subjected to the great blue crass

bombardment, but to a lesser yellow cross fire.

On 16 July corps reported that 3rd Division losses the day before
approximated 2,500, 39th French losses were said to be 33 (4 killed,
7 wounded, 22 gassed, '"la plupart yperiteés”). Nothing was said about 28th
Division losses, nor those in the French corps to the right (125th and 73rd

French Divisions).174

The cumulative losses in the two divisions of XXXVYIII Corps were high-
lighted in a later corps report that sovered the last twe weeks of July but
overlooked the difference in sizes of the two divisions (approximately
$,000 vs. 25,000) and the difference in their experiences1?®

3rd American Division
14 = 31 July
Wounded, gassed, shell shock, sickesessesaeesssaasdBO officers, 5244 men
Kille‘d Or missingt..otillloﬁuqlllul-lllltupl.cllcolzm Offlcers and n’m
[Gassed Illllllllllll762]

39th French Division
16 = 25 July

Wounded, gassed, shell shock, sickseessssueeeseesas25 officers, 1025 men
Killed or missing.......ccccceeeveveieieinnnn. 3 officers, 229 men
The total of 6,624 casualties in the American division, in contrast to

the 1,282 French casualties, indicated that the American division had taken

174
38th Fr Corps Jnl of Opms, 16 Jul (French Files Box 108, 30.6).

175
Comparative Losses sustained by 3rd amer and 39th Fr Divs, 38th Corps,
1 Aug (French Files Box 108, 30.1).
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more than five times as many casualtles, though it was only three times as
large a3 the French wnit. Corps did not comment on th: Zigures but the
impl¥cation was tbvious that corps suspected Americsn lnexperlence, care-

lossness, ‘Or ‘even negligence as the reason for the disparity.

No Flgurws have as yet been found showing the total French and Xmerlcan
casualties during the July 1% offensive, the cost of the counteroffenslve
on 18 July, or of ths Alsrie-Marne campaign 28 & whole, which lasted from
1% July to 10 Gaptember. German atatistics on tha 15th July offensiva are
as ugual ‘fragmantary ®nd open to question. The only divisionsl data are theso
for the J0th and 30th la
cate losses of a,a:ee *11led, wounded, and missing up to 20 July.

T Digdsiong (marrative, pp. 54 - 53) which lndi-

From a Gwiman ¥iald army headquarters report of losses that covers

tha month ¢¥ July, it is poesible to construct a chart of daily casuvalties

in which gives some idea of the cost of the caMpaign through
30 N1y (Tabla No, 61178 No prisoner data wre given and no deaths, though
the Yatter may have been as much as half the weunded Or even more, if wo aro
to belleve Colongl Kelton's report of the German dead on the 3rd Division

front.

Tt ‘cin be assumed that Seventh sxmy losses were considerably in excess
of thowe 'in Thizd or Firgt Axmy, since in addition to its casualtles from
the countexoffensive fire on 14 June and during the attack, Sewenth Azmy

176
Rpt of Lasses, June 1 to Nov 9, GMC Firld grmies All Fronts (GFB 9,
fol 1).
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Table No. 6
SEVENTH ARMY CASUALTIES 1= 30 JULY 1918

Date of Date of Walking Ambulance  Nom=Trans-  Gassed Total

Casualty Report Wounded Cases portable
1July 4 July 100 315 17 27 459
2 July 5 July 136 240 14 36 426
3 July 8 July 143 285 9 22 459
4 July 7 July 88 190 4 14 296
5 July 8 July 52 103 8 33 196
6 July 9 July 76 125 7 47 255
7 July 10 July 82 153 9 67 311
8 July 11 July 58 182 7 32 279
9 July 12 July 78 265 14 163 520
10 July 13 July 45 112 2 217 376
11 July 14 July 42 122 9 43 216
12 July 15 July 41 126 13 13 193
13 July 16 July 44 82 9 26 161
14 July 17 July 738 518 37 92 1385
15 July 18 July 2508 2814 122 370 5814
16 July 19 July 1587 2062 159 426 4234
17 July 20 July 1588 1650 100 324 3662
18 July 21 July 1273 1671 129 307 3380
19 July 28 July 636 944 26 99 1705
20 July 25 July 804 1104 59 102 2069
21 July 28 July 991 17 79 101 2488
22 July 28 July 782 o7 53 59 1911
23 July 28 July 930 1186 h2 185 2363
24 July 28 July 468 956 36 127 1587
25 July 1 Aug 521 745 22 41 1329
26 July 1 Aug 253 440 29 33 755
27 July 1 Aug 296 405 19 96 816
28 July 1 rug R 443 30 23 728
29 July 1 Aug 433 1101 47 539 2120
30 July 4 Aug 331 517 al R 1112
15,056 21,190 1,172 3,887  4l1,b05
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suffered heavy losses in the French counteroffensive at Seissons on 18 July.
No estimate Of total casuvalties %s possible, but Ludendorff said that in
the offensive ard defonsive operations between 13 July and 1 August losses
ware "6 heavy tht we were compelled to break wp about ten divigions and

use thekr infantry as reserves for others.” 177

Lessons Learned

In a repo¥t of operations dated 5 August, the Chief of Staff of 3rd
Division in¢luded a section of lessons learned in the period 14 July -
1 Augustr
1. "The full importance of trenched aé protection sgainet shell fire
waes not fully veslizeéd by the mesbers of the commend.® In the future, he
sald; thess must bw dug and occupied in case of mummsm

2. *No new lessoris were 1O be lesrned in the use of gas,®

3 "The smoke screens attempted by the enmemy larxgely falleds..having been
foreseen and provided against." Although it »w&s not done, said Kelton,

smoke goreens ¢an be met adequately by immediately stremgthening the forward

177
Ludendo .. Own Stoxy (New York and London, 1919), II, 322,

178

For Geri Mondesir's comments ON the long héles filled with straw that
he found in the 3rd Div sector, see his report, "The Amg¢rican 3rd Div in
the Second Bsttls Of the Marme," 1 Mar 1923 (Frehch Filse Box 107, 20.4).
See also rpts of 25 Jun and 10 Jul in USA_in the ¥W, 111, Iraining, pp. 565-
66, 586,
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ling.

4. Remembering efforts on the morning of 15 July to answer calls for help
or relief, particularly in the 7th and 30th Infantry sectors, Kelton said

It had been "found impossible t0 maneuver reserves over open ground during

a bombardment."

5. With telephone liaison completely out within ten minutes and all other
mechanical means of communication rendered impossible soon thereafter, the
division had had to depend entirely upon runners. The division, said Kelton,

should have been provided with large numbers of carrier pigeons.

6. In the edvance above the Marne, the division learned that "frontal
attacks against machine gun nests were costly end in most cases futile."

The nests should have been taken by flank maneuvers of small groups.

Despite its imperfect understanding of these lessons, said Kelton,
3rd Division had nevertheless "effectually stopped the German divisions
opposed to it and so rendered possible the halting of the great drive.
Furthermore, the later advance of corps to the Vesle had been "in no small

measure due to the advance of 3rd Division up the Charmel valley."” 179

The most remarkable of these lessons, perhaps, was that nothing new

Rpt of Opns, 3rd Diw, 5 Aug (3rd Div Box 21, 33.6). For other lessons,
see Col de Poumayac, Fr LO at Hq 3rd Div, "Observations made during the 3rd
Div Offensive, 19 = 29 Jul,” 1 Augs; "Observations made in the 3rd Div sec-
tor during...June and July,”™ 3 sug (3rd Div Box 21, 33.6).



had been learned about enamy Use of. gas. The division staff had all avail-
able information on the nature of the earliier Gexman gas bombardments for
an offensive, and in this respect there was nothing new. But the state-
ment ttseXf was another confession of helplessness where gas was concerned

(sae narrative, p. 18).

The only experience the divition had of gas prior to the bombardment
was approximately 100 scattered gas shells over a period of a momth iad- a
half. On the basis of that brief exporience, the commander of the 2nd
Battalion, 30th Infantry, was to say after the bombardment of 13 July:
"There were only very few gas casualties in this battalion due solely to
the fact that the men have encountered gas bsfore and realized its dangers. 160
Yet it was tha 30th Infantzy that went fn a body to Essises on 16 July to be
decontaminated, under the conviction, or excuse, that it had been exposed

to mustard gas {marrative, p. 52).

The most important lessen 3rd Division might have learned from the
bombardment was the demoralizing effect of blue cross (diphenylchloro-
arsing) gas. Apart from its HE content, which made the gae ehell diffi-
cult to detaect by its .b,un,t. the agent in the blue cros;: shell in small
concentrations induced violeat sneezing and vomiting, forcing removal of
the mask e0 that the men wers without protectlon against the green cross

{phosgena) that was usually -ftred? in some proportion with blue ¢ross.

Rpt of Opns of 2nd Bn, 30th Inf, 2 Aug (3rd PBiv Box 40, 33.6).
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Even when green cross was net used, the threat remained to unnerve the troops.

In high concentrations, diphenylchloroarsine was a skin irritant and produced

severe headache and mental depression.

Owing to the rain or fog on the morning of 15 July, the enemy probably
fired little green cross shell and what was fired may have hydrolyzed before
it could be effective. It was diphenylehloroarsine, shrapnel, and HE to
which the division was principally subjected, the gas and HE in combination

being far more effective than either singly.181

Against well disciplined troops, blue cross gas produced few casualties,
provided the men remained masked. Against poorly disciplined troops, ignorant
of its effects, blue cross was highly demoralizing. And upon the Division
Inspector’s own admission, discipline in the 3rd Division was a constant
problem, not satisfactorily solved until after the war. Both operational
efficiency and discipline had suffered as a result of the brief training

period permitted the division before it was thrust into combat.

At no time during the war, said the Division Inspector, was discipline

gODdg

but 1t was all that could be expected under the circumstance «a«s«s Mn Were
straggling and allowing themselves to become separated from their commands...
At one time during the Meuse Argonne operation the records show that 50 per—
cent of the division were stragglers.. ~[From the very beginning] non-com=
missioned officers as well as officers were unreliable largely because they

181
See British report on this combination in cws wsI, 19 Jun (wiR Dept Hist

Box 298; Analysis, p. 93.




oS, o R B0 TR gt s have been done
That ¢as discipline was eketchy and ill-supervised seems evident from
Major Somervell®s discovery only after the bombardment that wearing the mask
during exe»cise periods was a COMMON company punishment, and that many of the
troops beliewed their masks had been "used up" during the drills and alerts
bafore ths attack. HEs admission that “very few dugouts had been cempleted,
and: that all ressrve and suppoxt positions were in wooded arzsas,” without,
apparzently alternate positions being prepared, suggests sither that he asked
little of the division or that the division command gave hfm little support

(nacrative, pp. 18, 19, 42)

Operations reports repeatedly acknowledge ihs “scattered and disorganized”
state of the regimental commands following the bombardmeat, refer to the dis-
comfort of the mask, and tO wearing ihe noseslip and mouthplece enly when
the mask was not completely removed. The marrative Indicates that it was
the handful of troops # the river, along the ratlroad embankment, and in the
smal) woods below the railrcad who, least sublected to gasn, broke the attack
across the Marhe. The 30th Infantry commander‘'s admissten that he "never saw
any Germans on the Fossoy-Crezancy road'’ suggests that few if any of the enemy

sver reached it-mﬁ Xad they done so in any numbers, it seems doubtful whether

182
Extracts frem Annual Bot, Div Tnsp (Lt Col Fred L. Walksr, former CD,
1st Bn, 30th Infl, 1 Jul 1918 = 30 Jun 1919 {3rd Div Box 39, 66.1).

183

Phases Of the Battle zeen Dy Col E. L. Eutts, n.dv (Oneof a number of
"'statements’ supmitted by regimental cfficers in 1920 and 1921, in 3rd Div
Box 41, 33.61.
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they would have met any organized 2pposition from 3rd Division.

A word may be said about the five German offensives in the spring of
1918, each of them said to have been preceded by a gas and HE bombardment
of approximately equal intensity. The offensives on 21 March, 9 April,
and 27 May were the most successful owing to the element of surprise with
which they were launched, to the failure of adequate allied artillery retalia-

tion, and to the effectiveness of the penetration tactics of the infantry-

In the last two offensives, on 9 Jueand 15 July, all those elements
were countered. Expecting further attacks, the French had learned to recog-
nize the signs of secret preparations. Yperite (French mustard gas} which
arrived in the field less than a week before the 9 June attack, was used
in sufficient quantity against the enemy's assembly areas and batteries
then and again in July to upset his final preparations, and the counterof-
fensive firs at the very hour of the offensive on 15 July threw the attack-
ing forces inte "indescribable confusion.” Finally, the French learned by
June to construct their defenses in depth, so that the new German penetra-
tion tactics were largely nullified by successive thin lines of defense and

the attacking forces were spent when they reached the main line of resistance.

In the case of the 3rd Division, its main line of resistance, the so-
called aqueduct line, was breached only slightly in the Surmelin valley
area. The numbers of German infantry who crossed on that front were neither
sufficient nor fresh enough to advance farther. Behind the river and rail-

road defenders who stopped those that crossed that morning lay the bulk of
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the division, smothered by the gas and HE bomberdment.

The performance of the division during Ite advance from the Marne ito
the Ourcq would indicate that incompletely trafned troops, overly amare of
the dangers of gas, and Yed by officers who were little more confident than
the men themselves, were no matsh for an enemy skilfully retreating by muons

of the use of gas and mxchine gun fire.

The division should have been relieved at the Marne, to comolete its

training and establish discipline through that training, letting the resorve
28th Division make the advance above the river. The rapid exhaustion of all
unfts fn that advamce was probably as much Mng te the apprehension, con-
fusion, and crowding In thet narrow sector as ¥t was to the difficult ter

rain and the enemy®s gas and machine gun fire.

The exparience of the 30th amd 38th Infantry at the Vesle was wholly
anticlimactie. The regiments were no moze ecqual to that assignment than
were the 4th, 7th,and 30th Infantry at Hill 204 and in the Bols de Belleau

two montlhs earlier. .

An glement of farce comcludes the story of the 3rd Division at the ;
Marne. On IO October 1919, War Department General Order I16 awarded the
Distingulehed Service Cross to Colonel Butts, commander of the 30th Infantry,
the eitatlen readimg: “...his regiment... [wtthatood] successfully the prin-
cipal shock of the German attack and [drevel the enemy back across the Marne
by ths brillfant counterattack which he planned.” The records novhare

support the citation.



1]

This and an article in the 'Jew York Evening World on 21 August 1919
entitled, "Rock of the Marne was 30th Infantry," seem te have precipitated
a controversy that raged until at least 1936, as t© whether the 30th or
38th Infantry deserved the title "The Rock of the Marne." General Mondesire
of xxxvIII Corps and General Petain agreed with Colonel Butts that his regi-
ment had stopped the attack on the Clank of Sixth Army. A German barrage

map and attack map (the latter represented here as Map Ne. 4), reprinted in

the gvening World and in Butts' book Ihe kKevpoint of the Marme and its Defense

by the 30th Infantry, were offered in proof, since they showed the focus of

the barrage on the 30th Infantry sector and the principal attack directed

at teking the Bois d'Aigremont. The newspaper account of 5,000 German dead,
600 prisoners, and 10,000 enemy wounded in the 30th Infantry sector, Out Of
an attack force of 24,000 Germarsin three divisions, proved the "30th Us S.

Infantry (to be) Chateau Thierry's Real Heroes."

on the other hand, Chief of Staff Kelton, Colonel Lanza in his post-
war field notes, and General Pershing all awarded the distinction to the
38th Infantry, and on May 1920 Congressman Macarthur made his famous speech
in the House of Representatives acclaiming the 38th Infantry as the real

"Rock of the Marne." 184 It {s probable that the controversy echoes somewhere
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For the 30th Inf side of the controversy. in:luding press clippings,
see 3rd piv Box 40, 11.5 and lL.tr, Col E. L. Butts to T#G, 20 Qet 1919,
sub: History of defense of the Marne, in 3rd Div Box 41, 33.61.,

For the 38th Inf story, see 3rd Div Box 1, 3.8; Bex 3, 11.4; Capt
J. W. Woolridge, Ihe Rock of_ the Marne (We. York, 1%19), a 23 = page book-
let, in 3rd Div box 46, 33.6; Infantry Journal (Sep 1920}, pp. 221 = 2273
Jennings ¢. Wise, The Turn of the Tide {New York, 1920), pp. 123~ 125.
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even to this day. The present study does not elaim to settle it.

P ]

184 {continued)

The concluding corresp with Pershing in 1936 concerning his pralss
of the 38th Inf in the seriallized version of his beok,
s and the revision made when it was published in 1931, appears

the World ¥arx
in 3rd Div Box 40, 11.4.
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