
. 

No. 1 



Gar Warfare at Belleau Wood 
June 1918 

Study Number 1 

U.8. LBVY CHgIICAL CORPS 
HISTORICAL STUDIES 

0.8. Amy Chsmioal Corpa Hi8torioal Offioe 

Axmy Chemical Center, Maryland 
Offioe o f  the Chief Chemioal Offioer 

1967 



Qar Warfare at Belloau Wood 
Juor 1Bl8 

U n d u  oontraot Dkl8-108-CML-6214 

with 

U.8. Amy C h d o a l  Corps 

Thlr l r  UI aooopted draft study on gas r u f u o  In World W a r  I 

Brlgadlar O.naral, USA 
A 4  C0.U) for Pluming k Dootrlm 





Unrrntive 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 Baokground.. 

4 The Seoond Division Assembles i n  Prance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
...................... 5 Training in Oas Defense. 

8 

The Three &man Drives, Spring 1918. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  15 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  17 West of Chntenu Thierry 

The Gas Attnok of 1S-14 June. 30 

Training InTrenohIlirfue. ..................... 

.................... 
Reprieal nnd 8tnlwnte .  ....................... 38 

Att r l t ion  i n  t he  &- Foroer 46 

The Gas Attaok of June 2S-24 nnd t he  Capture of Bellenu Hood. . . . .  50 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

The T n k i n g  or Vnux. ......................... 55 

h i y s i r  

German Art i l l e ry  F i r e . .  ...................... 63 

The Camadties o f  t he  2nd Divieion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  66 

Gas Shell  Flred by 2nd Mvision Ar t l l l e ry  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  69 

The Use of  0.6 a t  Belleau Wood. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  71 

The Oas Dirolpllne o f t h e  2 4  Division. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  73 

The Strntegy a t  Chateau Thierry .................... 76 

!!!!E 
Ynp No0 1. The Bat t le  Ground of World Har I. . . . . . . . . . . . .  2n 

h p  No. 2 .  Situntion Mnps 2nd Division, Evening of 1 June. ..... 17a 





parhnps the moat publioired single un i t  operation in World W n r  I was 

the rknd of t he  2nd Division noross the  Par i s  Road and t he  mbseque& b a t t l e  

of t h a t  division f o r  Bellenu Hood. The artilleryp maohine gun, and rifle 

duel fought over the kilometer of t e r r a i n  new Chateau Thierry in June 1918 

h s  been well desoribed in both Marine snd &‘my publioationa and in popular 

and o f f i o i a l h i s t o r i e s .  

passing the  u8e of gas in t he  bat t le .  

despite the  fa& t h a t  in t h i s  operation, i t s  first independent oanbat action, 

the  2nd Division was under some kind of gas attaok on 31 of the  36 days of  

t he  osmpaign. 

- 

- 
Many of these acoounta aobowledge b r i e f ly  and in 

Some f d l  t o  mention gas e&irely. 

* 

Neither in manusoript or  published h is tor ies  of the  2nd Division nor 

in  Marine aooounts Of t he  aotion in  Belleau Wood t h a t  have been oonsulted 

for  this np0l.e is t he  gas d o r y  given more than inoidental treatment. 

for  a period of three or  four days following the gas attaok of 14-15 June, a 

dstermined effort by the  Oermnn fo roes  opposite might -11 haw shattered 

Yet 

the entire tront of the  2nd Division and opened the way t o  Meaux and Paris. 

Baokgrouud 

On August 4, 1914, somn 00- h i e n  to ta l ing  almost 1,700,000 

troops lawohad t h e i r  great  wheeling at tack through Belgim, Luxembourg, and 

Rnuoe, intending the  quiok conquest o f  Franoe envisioned by the  von 

Sohlieffen Plan o f  1906-07, The Armies, using multiples o f  maohine guns and 

heavy a r t i l l e r y  in new t aof ioa l  employments, penetrated t o  within twenty 

miles of Par i s  and an equal distanoe south of the Msrne t o  t h e  east of  Par i s  
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before they  oould be brou(Chf t o  a &fop on Beptomber 9th. 

A t  that point, a aeries of li&akes t h r f  had been made by mn Y o l t k s ,  

the 00- Chief of Staff ,  md h i s  Amy o a u r d w s ,  in ooqjunation with 

taot ioa of Joitre, f o r d  the r i t h d r m l  of the  German h i e s  baok t o  the 

A i w .  Wlth t h i a  oh.&, both 00- and A l l i e d  Armies rttsqtd repeated 

flanking manewera, whloh resulted ln  extending t h e i r  foraer in a long slm 

8 QUIT@ arlurt northam -moo, ruaohing ira ?ileuport on the Belgian o o a d  

dam t o  Belfort, m u  the border of Switzerland. By the end of 1914, the  

entire 11- was 0 l i t t . d  t o  trench nufare, and was t o  -In fixsod until 

eer ly  1917 "without r V y i n g  so muoh as t e n  miles in e i the r  direation" (see 

1 Y.P NO. 1). 

Althow great bu t t lea  were fought along the l ine  throughout 1917, 

the a k y l e  prlnoipal ohango ooourred in Haroh, when t he  German forces in 

t h e  dr r ra t r ted  l b p n  salient made a planned r i t h d r a m l  t o  t h e  ruoently 

oomploted Hindenburg lip., thereby shortening t h e i r  front BE of Paris by 

milea. Yore mortuat mm the  battle imrolntions introduoed in 

1917. 

At t h e  baPtle of  m a ,  north of the Noyon ra l lent ,  in April, hhe 

Brit iah f1r.t u n d  t h e i r  new gas mapon, t he  Ll'vena projeotor. 

ing a gae cloud a* a dlsLanoo f'rm the point of disoherge, t he  Livens maln- 

t m i W  tho hlgh oonoentratlon of gas obtained with ayllnder projeotlon, yet 

In produc- 

1 

1967) 
B-f 1991. Ch. 111. 

0. L. Mobtee, Y i l l t u y H l & o r y  of  the World Her (New Pork: Scribner, 
p. 891 8. H. I3dd.11 H art, The Real War, 1914-T 918 (Boaton: L i t t l e .  
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nohiwad t h e  8urprifiO e f M  of gas shell fire*' 

projector by 0.crb.r. 

rapid fir. or p a ,  phoqharus, end themitto, p u t i o u l u l y t o  neutralize 

The 0s-s had a similar 

Tha &inoh Stokes mortar was next developed, for  

I M O h b O  gUn m&.o A t  h e ,  8180, 8iXty BFi t1 .h  tmk8 took p a r t  in battle 

far the first the, but not until at C u b r r t o  In November, rksn 524 tanirs 

1~ drplqmd, mare vfleot ira t a o t i o s  foraula*ad for  their useo 

In the -r of 1917, t he  @arm856 first used t h e i r  improved gram 

cross ahell  (dipbos~rm), firing emir 100,600 rounds i n  a single bombard- 

ment at  Verdun.' T h e  Frvmh y2 mssk was dmlopcrd f o r  profsotion against 

t h e  green O r 0 . 6  ga8ero A t  Bieuport aad St t he  t h i rd  battle of Ypres, in 

July and August of t h a t  par, t h e  new Geman mustard gas. in yellolr oross 

2 

on the  Ili8tt.m front icrrcwod t h e  A l l i e 8 ,  and the Bri t i sh  knew i t 8  deadly ef- 
fa&. 
and net in the &a&, pm it up baoaHsv of the enormous e f fo r t  required 
t o  lopIIt O l o r r b  8ttaal. 

S 
Althoa& the first p s  &tMk* r i t h  Chlcrriw projsotad from cylinders. 

oaourm ts &ril lS15, M early em October 1914, the  Osrmans oonrtruoted 
t h e i r  first @8 shell.  to dieohergo on irritant subrtrrnce and pulverize it 
upon aploo.hm +o form a oloud of dust, I'he fir& effeotire Garman gas pro- 
jectile for  the b a ~ y  f i e l d  hawtkser, ooakining a laahrymrttory agent, was 
Pirod In J . p u u ~  1SIS: ud 
01c08.s ahehl) n c  u8.d by a e  Qenmas tm Dwsabat 191s 
shell . p p d  ~JS 'khe f i u l d  trr &rob 1816, d -6 cormtired soon after by 
t h e  hmm introdwtica ef ohforpierirr Sh.11, t o  induce P(LUSIO(L and remonrl of 
t h e  mask and thereby en8ure effectiveness of the l e t h a l  gas., 

The Bri t%& pOr8%&Od r i t h  aloud gas at teaks  bseauae p rwa i l i ng  Hinds 

The ~~~EUIS, .bo had usad o l a d  g.a principal ly  f o r  oa-lty e f fec t s  

first lrthrl p a  d l l  (pho8gen0, in t h e  green 
Th. Praneh phosgene 
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4 
t o  penetrate the  Bri t ish  respirator.  

1917 also saw for  the  first  time planes machine-gunning ground troops 

and bombing troop ooncentrations from the air. 

January 1918 ccnoerning "the use of  aeroplanea for  discharging gas upon the 

enemy" was promptly dimriissed, 

extremely umise  t o  make $ny reference whatever t o  t h i s  subjeotOn5 

An American suggestion in 

"For reasons of policy, it is  considered 

The Seoond Division Assembles in France 

The United States  entered the war against Gemany on 6 April 1917, 

and two months l a t e r  t he  i n i t i a l  elements of the 1st Division, organized on 

24 May 1917, sailed for  France. 

formally organized as such u n t i l  22 September 1917. arrived in Franoe be- 

tween July 1817 and February 1 9 U s  when the  conoentration of t he  Dlvision, 

less i t s  a r t i l l e r y ,  was completed and i t s  systematic t ra in ing  begun a t  

Bourmont. in t h e  Haute Marne. A s  they embarked for Ranoe, t h e  oommander 

of t he  5th MCI Battalion l a t e r  said, "Not one man in t e n  knew a machine gun 

from a oream separator and many had yet t o  learn the first fundamentals of 

mil i tary life." 

and infantrymen r h o  mere  t o  make up the  division "were scattered all over 

Franoe and England,"doing atevedore work, building roads, barraoks. and 

warehouses, loading and unloading fre ight  cars, and autt ing f i r m o d .  

The components o f t h e  2nd Divislon. not 

Until organized t ra in ing  began in January, the  marines 

See M a j  Oen C. H. PouUres, - Gas6 (Edinburgh & London, 1934), pp. 304 ff .  

5 

Gas as an Offensive Weapon (GKQ AEF box 1726 f o l ,  S ) o  C f .  ea r l i e r  ltr. C Gas 
Serv AEF t o  CofS AEF. 7 Seu 17. subs Memo on the  Tactical  Use of Gas i n  War- 

Lt r ,  CCO t o  C a t  a2.my Gas School, 4 Feb 18, sub8 Leoture by Lt WsrSOnC 

fare, whioh BU 
future" (GHQ df Box 1727, fc l .  P - l t ) *  

ested that'"gas by lane, howuwr, may be attempted in t he  

- 4 -  



As asmmbled, t he  prlnolpal ompansnts of Y a j .  Can. Cmar Bundy'a 

2nd M i i r l o n  nn t he  Srd Infantry Brig.de, Brigo Gene Edward Yo Lewis,  

o o ~ ~ & i , n g ,  ud. up of  the Oth Infantry, 25x4 Infmtry.  md 6th Maohlne Gun 

Battalion; the 4th Harim Brlg.de, Brig. Qerh James 0, Hubord, oomanding, 

-0-d of the 6th and 8th Mariner and 6th &&ins h n  Battalion (Marine); 

and d l r i r l o l u l  troops, inohding the  4th Ylclhine Gun Battalion, 2nd Engineers. 

I& Field Signal Battalion, and Headquarters Troops. 

PollO., and Supply, 6nginwr, and San i t a ry t r a in s  completed the divisional 

fororoer aswPb1.d I n  Ruroe~ 

Headquarters, Mili tary 

The other major oamponent of the Division, the  2nd Field Art i l lery 

Brlgde,  Brlg. Qen. Il1lli.n Chamberleine ( a f t e r  27 June. Col. A. J. Borley). 

oollnrndlng, mado up of the 12th. 15th, and 17th Field Art i l lery,  and the  

2nd Tmnoh Mortar Battallon. was assembled and began its t ra in ing  a t  the  

Frenoh a r t i l l e r y  oenter a t  Lo Valdahon, near Besanoon md the  Swiss border, 

011 SO Juruvy 1918. On 21Haroh it joined t he  division near Verdun. 

Training In  0.6 Defense 

A report summarlalng t h e  gas t ra ining of the  2nd Division at  Botnmont 

between 16 Deoanber 1817 md 15 March 1918 sa id  t h a t  in t h i s  period 

the masks durlng d r i l l s .  
were passed through h o h r i u f o r y  brd chlorine gas i n  gas ohamber. 
were equipped w i t h  both the  Renoh H2 mask md Britieh S.B.R. 

oaured by men changing t o  t he  H2 masko 
duotad by the gas personnel o r  t he  Units under the supervision of the  
Division Gas Officer. A l l  men a t  the t h e  bf putting through the  gas 
ohamber were g l v w  a leoture by t h e  Dirision Oar Offioer. 
out  of l iner  gas defense Inatmotion was o w l o d  on whenever porsible, ln- 
eluding respirator  drills, gas ohder, leotureo and use of laohrimetory 
grenades. 

all ~ o e l v e d  one hour per day gas t ra in ing  m d  in addition men wore 
A l l  men 

anal l  box 

The drills and leotares were oon- 

Surprise a l u r s  rere given frequently. 
A l l  men 

re.piratorJo It was belieted t h a t  many of t he  gas casualt ies < ater were 

Euring a l l  periods 

While the  Division was in l i ne s  respirators  were inspwted 
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6 frequently and units not in f ront  line oontinued mask dri l ls .  

While s m e  information on gas warfare seems t o  have reached elements o f  

t he  2nd Divirlon PJOdVing p m l h i n a r y t r a i n i n g  in the States,  there appears 

t o  have been no gas defense instruction at the troop levelO7 The gas t ra in-  

ing program in Ranoe began with t he  f o m t i o n  of t he  Gas Servioe. AEF, on 

3 September 1917 and t he  preparation on 1 Ootober of Pamphlet Noo 253, 

Defensive Measures against 0 . 8  Attaaksa8 

Orders" described the 

a t tent ion t o  the  hazards o f  muatard gas; inspeatlon of anti-gas supplies; 

procedure f o r  gas mask d r i l l s  t he  narning system for  oloud and shel l  attacks; 

gasproofing of dugouts8 a d  behavior during and a f t e r  a gas attack. 

phasized tha t  within 12 miles of the front line a box respirator  - o r  mask was 

always t o  be carried, t ha t  within 5 miles a box respirator  must be oarried, 

and within 2 miles t h e  box respirator  and mask must be oar r ied ,  w i t h  the  

respirator  in t he  "alert" position. 

was t o  be removed only by permission of an officer. 

as an k e r l o a n  officer, for Frenoh off ioers  and NCOs were believed t o  order 

removal of masks too soon.) 

L 

- I ts  fifteen pages of wSkanding 

detection of  she l l  and oloud gases, giving special 

It em- 

- 
F o l l d n g  a gas attaok, the  respirator 

(This was l a t e r  specified 

6 
Ltr ,  WO 2nd Div t o  C CWS, 8 Feb 19, subr Circular L t r  No. 89 (m 

H i s t  B o x  300, 33.6); also in GAF-2s (2nd Div Summaries). 
a t  the Army Chemioal Center, Md. 

7 
Tng Memos Ho. 1 and 2 (13, 23 4 r  1917), Hq Southern Dept, Fort Sam 

Houston. Taras (Carp U F  B o x  1513, f o l .  2). 

a GHQ ABF Box 1727, f o l .  0. A 75-page revision was issued by EIQ AEF 
the  following month for issue "Down t o  include all offioers and organiza- 
tions, a l l  oombat units." 

GAF records are 



piratora  un t i l  l a to  in bomb? 1917, snd Regimental Gas Offioers and C q q  

Gas BCOs were not tappointed until ear ly  in Jmuuy~ 

speation reports in Jauuary indloated that  the g w  readinerr o f t h e  Division 

As a oonsequenoe, in- 

m a  extremely alcafohy i n  every teapeot+ l1 A b T i W d  Program of  Training 

for the  2nd Division l a 6  se t  up t o  provide for two meks of troop t ra in ing  

in gas defehse in February, while speoial GHU AEF gas t ra ining progrnms of 

10, 18, and 2 0  hours' duration -re issued for the  engineer and sanitary 

9 

1725, 1726~  

10 

l1 

Div (2nd Div Box 106); memo for C Tng 800, 9 Jan 18, subs V i s i t  t o  2nd Divs 
memo C T 
2nd Div #nd Dlv Box S S j e  

2nd Div Box 226, Bq Hiso Data; W!l H i s t  Box  205. 5403, QIQ AEF B a e ~  

P V e s  I1 and 111 only are in 11D H i s t  BOX 205. 

Ltr, 130 2nd Div t o  CinC Up, 22 Deo 17, eubi Rpt on Anti-Gas Tng in 2nd 

800 for CofS 30 Jaq 18, sub1 Tactioal Iaspeotlon and Future Tng of 
- 7 -  



12 
troopr and medioal offioers. 

Training in Trenoh Warfare 

On 13 Yvoh 1918, the  2nd Division, lera  i t s  nrtil lery, moved t o  the  

quiet motor  of t he  Frenoh Seoond Army front near SommedleW. SE of VerdU% 

*ere it joined the Prenoh X Corps of St* xihiel .  for  

t ra in ing  in t he  tnot ios  of trench rarfareo There, with i ts  a r t i l l e r y  in 

support a week later.  it was trained by battalion, regiment. and brigade, 

and partioipnted with t he  divisions of the  &enoh T Corps and l a t e r  the  

Renoh I1 Colonial Corps of the  Frenoh Seoond AI'IiIy i n  t h e  oooupation of the  

Toulon and Troyons Sectors of the  front l ine  i n  Lorraine. 

in t he  line j u h  

13 

' With the a r r iva l  o f  t he  American foroes in t he  area, the seotor oeased 

Under t he  prorooation of raiding patrols,  enemy arti l lery fire t o  be quiet# 

inoreared daily. and on 21 March, t he  2nd Division experienoed gas for  t h e  

first time, when over a 12-hour period 25 unidentified 77m gas she l l s  were 

f i red into  the Bois Bonohq,  but "Without any serious inoonwnienoe t o  our 

t r 0 0 p r . " ~ ~  Four gas shells f e l l  i n  the m o t o r  the next morning and four more 

on the  27th. causing t he  first gns casualty reported by the  2nd DivisionOL5 On 

31 Maroh, inoidental to a Gem raid on t he  Frenoh lines, heavy artillery 

I2 

13 

2nd Div Boxes 32 and 33,50.4, B o x  63,50.7. 

H i s t  Seo. lillC, Order of Bnttle...AEF (Washingtonr GPO, 1931), pp.22-29. 

8-y of Intelligenoe, 20-21 Mar 18. 
14 

4 r ,  nre i n  the  National Arohives bound series, Reoords of  the  Seoond Division. 
f in  Sam Hourton and lrmy War College, 1924-28, Vol. 9. Hereafter referred t o  
as Reoords. 

15 

Theas SOI, unnumbered un t i l  12  

- 
W a r  D i a r y ,  28 M a r  (Records 6 ) .  
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19 the  wind o v r i e d  the vapor away Prom the 9th Infantry troops near there, 

Then, following a shelling w l t h  approximately 400 HE rounds on the 

previous evening. betrsen 4100 and 8sOO aom0 on 13 April, "the first gas 

bombudment of any aiss...probably in r e t a l i a t i on  for our a r t i l l e r y  ao t iv i ty  

during the  atemoon' struck the  1st Battalion, 6th Marines, in reserve in 

the  Bonchq  sector. 

ported 1,800 mure gas, the  greater par t  yellow oross, the  remainder blue 

.. 
Of approximately 3,000-3,600 shells ,  the  division re- 

- 
One mustard-filled l O b n m  struck a ahaok where 60 men were sleeping. 

One oasualtiee nwre f i r s t  reported a8 2 off icers  and 108 man, l a t e r  oorreoted 

t o  6 offioerr and 271 menp most of them "only s l i gh t ly  gassed." 

casualt ier  were reported. The troops evacuated the area and chlorinate of  

lime wan spread t o  decontaminate 

No HE 

Other reports were more explioit .  "The number of oasualt ies was in- 

excusably large, 277 being evaouated up u n t i l  noon of April 14th," said the 

Corps Gas Offioer. 

infeoted lungs and &era1 are badly blistered,  especially between the legs 

.... praotioally all...oaused by the ignorance of the offioers oonoerning the 

persistenoa of t h i s  gas. and the consequent premature removal of masks (half 

an hour a n e r  t he  bombardment) and the fa i lu re  t o  promptly evaouate the  

camp." 

9100 t he  fo l lming  morning, and no notice was given t o  t he  Division o r  Corps 

"Of these a l l  suffered from oonjuctivit is ,  mnny having 

He added tha t  the  Regimental Gas Officer arrived on the  soene a t  

'3Ab2A (fol. 2nd DlV Attaoka). 

20 
Hansllan, Oasangriffe an der dmerikanischen Front, no date. pa 94 

(CMK50). says 4540 blue arosss 1430 green cross, and 5270 yellow cross were 
used, i n  weather unsuited for gas bombardment. 

S O X  26, 12-13 Apr; War Diary, 13 Apr. 
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Gar Offloors u n t i l  the  aftermow of  t h e  14th.'' A his tory of t he  Marine 

briC;.de was t o  n y c  

ware .rrolutod in a aeriour oondition, over 40 dsn dying later u a result 

o f  t h i s  fir& b o l r b ~ d u n t . * ~ ~  

" A l l  offloors and 220 mou of the  74th Co.. 6th Y u i n s s ,  < 
A letter on 19 April mid i  "Capt. Ooss ha. a d r i d  court a u t i a l  for  

tho C o r p a n y  Offioors, 74th Co....Y.jor Yontgomry, t he  Divieion Inspeotor. 

has boon inrpsoting the Division on t h i s  rooomendation @ is trying w r y  

h u d  t o  fix the blame on t he  Gas Servioe. 

l ine  offloere, 80 far, had taken gas and gas offloors as  a joke, and now 

t h a t  gas oasualt ies hnd o o m d ,  were domanding an expl.nation of the  gas 

offioors attadaod t o  t he  

C o p t .  Ooss inforwd h i a  tha t  the  

> A strong 0.- raid r i t h  five oompanier (over 400 men) against the  

Bourrois seotor ocoupied by the Sth Infantry at l l s O O  p a O  t ha t  same night, 

13 April, appUantly t o  gain information about American foroes in the aren, 

was plroeded by a six-hour barrage with 700 RB and 4,600 mixed gas and HE 

aholls -- "the hemvieat P t  experienoed by Amrioan troops in t h i s  swtor." 

The gas inoludod "laohqmntom," followed by phosgene, thenmustard. Cam- 

alt iOs WOW 0dlmat.d a t  0- offioer and 4 mon ki l led  by the HE and 2 

npt of  0.0 Attack on Sth Ynrines, C a p t  B.C. (ioss, Cl io  1st AC, 14 4 r  
A supplement t o  t h i s  rpt on 17 4 r  mid t o t a l  (W 2 4 ,  2nd Div Attaoks). 

oasualt ies wrv 296, rith 9 dentha. Hmslian. p. 96, has 296 Marine casual- 
ties. 6 in 251-3 Infe and 65 in 9 th  Inf. 
23 

Oot  25, 1917-Deo 51, 1918, p. 4 (2nd Div Box 44), 
Regt, in 2nd D i r  BOX 6S.11.4. Spencer, I. 101-106, records 296 casualties, 
29 doaths. 

24 

C Gas Serv AEF, 19 Apr, Sub$ 

y8, Brig @en Wendell C. Neville, H i s t  of 4th Brig, Marine Corps. AEF, 
See also H i n t  of 6 th  

L t r ,  COO 1st c pst L t  BUI C. ~ o p p ,  sc f o r  Capt B. C. GOBE, Z n g l  t o  
Report (GAP, 1st Corps Yiso). 
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of f ioe r s  and 50 men gassed. 

77mm and 1OSmm grern  and yellor cross  she l l s ,  causing 53 casual t ies .  22 Of 

them due t o  mustard. 

from t h e i r  pos i t ions ,  

t o  t h e  M2 mask when t h e  i r r i t a n c y  o f  t h e  first gas made wearing t h e  S0B-R. 

d i f f i o u l t O a 6  

t h e  raiders. who lefY 11 pr i sone r s  and 61 dead, a t  a cos t  t o  t h e  regiment 

of 7 k i l l e d ,  42 rounded, and 19 missing. 

The 9th Infant ry  Gas Of l ioer  reported 2,000 

Owing t o  t h e  s i tua t ion .  he said, t h e  men could not move 

Some o f t h e  men were gassed ohanqing from t h e  SOBOR. 

By 6500 a e m o  t h e  oounterattacking 9th In fan t ry  had driven off 

26 

On 4 April ,  t e n  days before t h i s  gas at tack.  t h e  2nd Division had 

issued Memorandum Moo 34 repea t ing  t h e  gas defense in s t ruo t ions  of Pamphlet 

253 on t h e  dangers of mustard pe r s i s t ency  and prwLature removal o f  t h e  mask. 

Yet Memorandum 37, 17 April ,  reported t h a t  in  t h e  recent  gas a t taok  p r a c t i -  

c a l l y  all oaeunl t ies  had been caused by ignorance of t h e  o f f i c e r s  concerning 

t h e  pers ia tenoy of mustud ,  premature removal of masks. and failure t o  evaou- 

a t e  t h e  oamp promptly. 2r 

Daily pa t ro l s ,  sniplng. and l i g h t  gas she l l ing  continued in t h i s  quie t  

Sector, while artillery. aot ivl ty  ranged f rom normal t o  subnormal in t h e  weeks 

t h a t  follolred, as s i r e a b l e  numbers of t h e  German foroes  opposite t h e  2nd 

-- 
AEP Pamphlet 253 had contained i n s t r u c t i o n s  on changing from t h e  S.B.R. 

t o  t h e  YZ. 
W s ,  t o  prevent  t roops  from changing masks during an a t t aok  (memo f o r  Regtl 
and Sop O r @  Comds, 2nd Div Box 106; Weekly Sum of  Info, Gas Serv I n t e l  Seo, 
5 June, i n  WD H i s t  E m  2Bg0 

26 

Apr; R p t  on Gas Attack, 15 Apr (GAF-2A). 

27 

On 5 June, however, all French masks were ordered turned in t o  

SO1 27, 13-14 Apri supp t o  War Diary, 14 4 r ;  c o r r  in SO1 31. 19-20 

2nd Div Box 36,64.4. 
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Division lines were pulled out  and sent north t o  the  fighting along the 

Some, d batt le-wouy en- troops from the  Sgme took t h e l r  plaoe. 28 

Rosultr of t he  deaultory p r  ohelllng were erratlo.  

yellor orosa shollr, fo r  aupls, f e l l  i n  t e a  minutes on 21 4ri1, oausing 

16 oaaualtlos in tho  16th FeA. On t he  other hand, "a mhort revere gas b a  

budwnt' of 100 7 b  mu8tard ahells  put dom on a oompany of  the 23rd In- 

fantry In the line war La CroLx betmen 2:30-3:00 aomo on 7 May reportedly 

oaured no oarualtles. 

Thirty 10- green and 

29 

On 9 Hey, tho 2nd Division began i t s  wlthdrawal from the Toulon front 

for  r e f l t t l n g  n e u  Bar - l cDuo ,  and on 18 May entrained for  Chamant-en-Vain, 

NH of Paris.  In t h e  rear of the Fir th  Fronoh Amy, where I t  was t o  undergo a 

period o f t r a i n i n g  in the t ro t ion  o f  o p e n r u f a r e ,  preparatoryto relteving 

1st Dlvlslon foroes I n  t he  Yontdldler sector. 

During the two  month. ln t ra in ing  In the  Toulon-Troyon sector, t h e  2nd 

Dlvlalon Surgeon reported t lva t ing  947 gas cases, 161nounded. 91 Injured, 

934 siok, d 9 PXS=.~O A nomwhat dlf fe tent  reoord of casualties, oompiled 

by t he  2nd Division 8 t a t l s t l o a l  Seotlon f o r  t he  period 16 Mar-30 May, 

(Rooordm 6) nhms t o t a l  oasurlt iea of 12 offloers and 826 men, of rhloh 4 

off loerr  .nd 519 men were etaouated as gas oasesa 

28 
Supp t o  W a r  D l q ,  28 Apr. 

29 
Jn l  of Opns, 7' May (Reoords 6 ) ~  Rpt on Gas Attaok, 7 May, ( O A F - U ) O  

30 

Dept. 2nd Dlv, YU 16 t o  Ya-y 16, 1918; supp t o  R u  Diary, 15 May. 
Ltr,  Dlr Burg t o  C(1 Q-3 2nd MI, 22 Fob Igs mbr Rpt of  Opns, Xed 
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O f  interest i s  a 1st Anmy Corps repor t  f o r  t h a t  period on t h e  effeat ive-  

After recording t o t a l  f i e l d  caaua l t i s s  ness of gas against  t h e  beriaan Ismyo 

in t h e  Corps of 4,190, with gas oaaual t ies  of 2,262, up t o  15 May 1918, t h e  

report said; 

The importance of a vigorous gas program is shown by t h e  increasing 
number of gas c a s u a l t i e s  suffered by  t h e  F i r s t  Army Corps. The f igu res  a re  
unof f io ia l  and l n o m p l e t e  but  are unquestionably t o o  low, as r epor t s  of gas 
c a s u a l t i e s  have only recen t ly  been regu la r ly  made. 
a l t i e s  are 54$ of a l l  oasualties....due t o  inexperience i n  gas W a r f a r e  a d  
grea t  laok of appreoiat ion of t h e  seriousness of gas (GIF, f o l o  1st c ) o  

Even as it is, gas casu- 

Alarmed by t h e  inadequaoiea of individual  and oompany gas d i sc ip l ine  

revealed in t h e  first major gas a t t a c k  on t h e  division,  t h e  connuand i n s t i -  

t u t e d  gas t r a i n i n g  programs as soon as t h e  t roops oame out o f t h e  l ine .  

While r e f i t t i n g  at  Bar-lo-Duo, t h e  e n t i r e  d iv i s ion  was retrained by i t s  

Regimental Gns Off icers  in gas mask end gas defense d r i l l  every evening of 

i t s  stay Further  t r a i n i n g  at  Chaumout-en-Vexin was conducted as a 

r e s u l t  O f  General Order 33, 1 Yay. which described again the  necessary con- 

duot of t roops  in t h e  "alert"  ones and spel led out t h e  du t i e s  of gas o f f i -  

oars  and gas ACOs. 

quired a l l  o f f i o e r s  and men t o  p rao t i ce  wearing t h e  r e s p i r a t o r  one hour a 

day n h i l e  per foming regular  duties.= 

pecul iar  hazards O f  mustard gass described i n  Pamphlet 253, emphasized in 

31 

31 

33 - 
Another order, first issued i n  e a r l y  Apr i l  again re- 

Speoial  a t t e n t i o n  was given t o  t h e  

\. 

See 

2nd Div E r n  33,50.4. 

T h i s  order wan revised as 00 39, 28 May, without any e s s e n t i a l  changes. 

48, 2nd Eng, 29 Apr (2nd Div Box 85,10.2). 
32 

33 

Both in(Reoords 9). 

34 

Memos) 
See Memos 113# 119, 23rd Inf, 13, 1 9  Apr (2nd Div Box 63, 64.4, AG 
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A t o t a l  of 74 German divis ions  i n  t h r e e  Amies ( the  -- 17th, 2nd and 

18th) made t h e  i n i t i a l  a s sau l t  on 2 1  March against  t h e  four  B r i t i s h  Armies 

holding t h e  line from t h e  Oise north t o  t h e  Channel, with t h e  in tent ion  Of 

severing B r l t l s h  oontaot with t h e  Renoh foroes  t o  t h e  south m d  pushing 

t h e  B r i t i s h  t o  t h e  seao By 4 Apri l ,  a forty-mile bulge had beon made i n  

t h e  B r i t i s h  lines and t h e  G e m s  had achieved mobil i ty and maneuverability 

again ar tor  t h r m  p a r s  of s t a t i c  warfare. Then, outrunning t h e i r  s q p l t e s ,  

t h e  German Armies l o s t  t h e i r  forward impetus and t h e  f i r s t  g rea t  a t taok o w  

t o  a h a l t  before Amiens. 

6&), a s t r i d e  t h e  French-Belgian border, launched a second as sau l t  against  

t h e  B r i t i s h  and Portugeae foroes south of Yprea (see Map No. l )o 

ten-mile advance, t h i s  dr ive  t o o  stopped shor t  of suoce8sa 

- 

On 9 Apri l ,  two more German Armies ( the  - 4 th  md 

After  a 

Before oontinulng t h e  mttack in t h e  north, t o  dr ive  t h e  B r i t i s h  in to  

t h e  sea, Ludendorff set in motion h i s  t h l r d  grea t  at tack,  on 27 May, againat 

t h e  Frenoh armies on t h e  Soissons-Beima f r o n t  rho re  t h e y  joined t h e  Br i t i sh .  

For t h i s  assault, three L).rnun Armies (a por t ion  of t h e  18th t h e  - 7th m d  
-8 

l.t) numbering 42 divisions.  with 3,719 guns, seore t ly  assembled along t h e  

Chemin des Dunes. The ansaul t  was apparently intended as a diversion,  

while German foroes  t o  t h e  north regrouped and comnunications were improved, 

t o  d r u  back those Frenoh forces  t ha t  had gone t o  t h e  assis tanoe of t h e  

B r i t i s h  and t o  d r a  Frenoh reserves  t o  t h e  A i ~ n o . ~ ~  

d lvers ion  a h s t  r e su l t ed  in an All ied d i s a s t e r *  

The suooess of t h i s  

Facing t h e  18th, 7th, and 1st German ArmlesD but  unaware e i t h e r  of t h e  -- 
numbers of enemy t roops  or  t h e i r  readiness  f o r  at tack,  were t h e  lo th ,  6th, 

39 
YcEntee. po 486. 
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and 6 th  Ronoh Armier. 

- 7th and 18t Aamier, spuming a 26-mile front, j 9 . d  off  on the  attuak at 

4r3O aomo on 27 Yay. 

Chenin der Dames iront, a11 rr.tlly in t h i s  quid motor a t  the flaw, were 

met by the mrpriae 0ffm.s aud f e l l  baok. 

ing the  Ai8II0, by owning thay were aarors t he  Verle. 

they were at the  Mum, 60 miles from Paris, .proad aoross a 40-kilometer 

f r o n t  RtMiIy qprmimntely from Soissons t o  Chateau Thierry, and 66,000 

prisonerr and great &ores of abandoned supplies were in t h e i r  hands. 

Preoeded by tanks, nineteen dloisionr of the  Oatman 

BiLlrf h e n a h  end three  Br l t i rh  diririonr along t h e  

By noon the Oemanr were oross- 

Oathe  t h i r d  day 

40 

That seme day, 30 Jhy, t he  2nd and 3rd Diairions. then in t ra ining 

a t  Chaumnt-en-Vain d n e u  Chauront, respootively, were put at t he  dis- 

p o d  of t he  Frenoh and arripied t o  the  6th Prinoh Army. 

t o  t he  fro&. the oombat elomnts of the 2nd Divirion were sent t o  the  R I  

Frenoh Corps a8 reWorc.P)nt,  t o  Stop t he  Oerrsn advurce d o n &  the Chateau 

Thiarry-Pule road. 

Rushed by truok 

41  

Ueat of Chateau Thierry 

The oonbat a n l t s  of the  Dlrision dotmoked and assembled i n  t he  area 

NE of  He;.m. Shortly afier midnight, 1 June, a French order was received 

t o  send the 9th Infantry and 6th Hviner by forced march t o  Montrwil-am- 

Lions, t o  take up positloxu north and south o l  t he  Chateau Thierry-Paris 

4 1  

30 Yay (Reoords 6 ) ~  
YoBntee, pe 487; Field Order 6, 2nd Dlv, 1 Jun (Reaords 1); J n l  0, 
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rend, whom fli. Qormns -0 e e d  -ily. Following n seoond DI)E 

UL. that  n n l n g ,  the ZSrd Infuttrj -or Col. Pnul B. Malono, with m bat- 

tallon of tho  6th Winom ud the 6th YIohlm Orar. Battnlion -- n t o fn l  of 

6,000 M - was rushed t o  f i l l  a pp in the  lines of tho 43rd PNMh D l d -  

.ion .t 0ud.1~ (... ~ r p  lo. 2).42 

Ihon 4. Oon. OU B W ,  o e o r  of the 2nd Division, mportea t o  

O e n o ~ l  Dog&. of tho PZ Corps nt h i s  h u d q u u t e r s  nt Chdgny on 1 June, 

the  6th ?ronob malts in tho lim of bntttle rssf of Chntenu T h i o r y  oom- 

prirod frnr left t o  right, t h e  YXI Corps, two dapletod dlvisiolu (the 4Srd 

ud ldrth) of th. =I Corps, nnd a single division of the  -111 Corps. 

43rd Frond Mvisionwar fighting t o  the north of the P u i s  rond, the 164th 

Frolloh M d r l o n  on the  south of that rond. 

43 

The 

The 7th 0.- Isq: units opposlte t h e  Frsnoh XI Corps had been 

id .nt i f ied nm tho -8 197th - 257th and 10th Divisions of Corps Contnoa To t h e  

r igh t  won tho two other diriaionn of Carpa Contn, the  2Slst nnd 3Bth. T h a t  

d q ,  1 J-, t h e  corpl was roported on the gonsrnl line St. Gengoulph- 

~ t r e p l l l y . . a u f o ~ u  Thirrry, its i r s d i n t e  objootlw Lioy Clignon-Monthiers- 

H i l l  204 a d  a brldgohend w o s s  the  Yune belor Chntenu Thierry. 

- - 

46 

42 
Jnl 0, 1 J u n e  

H d n t r ,  p. 487. 
4s 

M8 h i d ,  The & o d  Division n t  Chntenu Thierry. by 
H i s t  So0 G8 AS?', 19l8, pe l.2, hns n penoilled note by Col Preuton Brom.  
corn, 2nd Div, for  Xay 314un 1s  "Bundy in Pula-PB" (2nd DIP Boa  8, 18.2). 
This i s  oonflrnd by Lt Col Enyes. Div  Regulating Offioer, r h o  ndds tha t  i n  
the  oonfenna n t  C M g n y ,  "Tho ?reach Carunder's opiaion uns t h a t  n re- 
treat &odd  bo rude. d ho evldsntlp oonaiddred everything lost ,  nnd the  
b r a a s  prnatioally tho vietors' (Interr at Hq 2nd Div, 12 Deo 1918, 2nd 
D i V  B- 4, 11e4)e 
44 

" 
This was t h e  4hh Romrve Corps, lurmed for  i ts  aommnnder, von Contan 

C a r p s  Ordor. OIIlu Hoe 499. ls3O norno. 1 Jun (do0 69. 231sf I& Div, 
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The next day, 2 Jwe, t h e  forces  of t h e  2nd Division north of 

Yontreuil-aux-Lions and t h e  remaining elements of t h e  Division coming in to  

t h e  area  moved up t o  cover almost a 9,000-yard f ront .  along t h e  l i n e  Bois 

de V e u i l l p H i l l  142-Lucy le  Bocage-Triangle-Bola des Clerembauts-le 

Thf01et .~ '  

u n i t s  took Bussiares,  Torcy, and t h e  B o i a  de Belleau on t he  evening of 2 

June, as t h e  Prenoh continued t o  f a l l  back,47 A t  midnight, a message t o  

the 2nd Division from t h e  French Commanding General read: "The American 

t roops  w i l l  maintain a t  all c o s t s  t h e  l i n e  of support t hey  O C C U P ~ . "  

A t  t h e  same time, advancing German machine gun and infmtry 

48 

On t h e  n ight  of 3-4 June, t h e  slowly r e t r e a t i n g  French forces began 

t o  retirb through t h e  line of t h e  2nd Division. That same night, t h e  bat-  

teries of t h e  12th F& came into pos i t ion  in t h e  v i c i n i t i e s  of La Vole du 

Chatel, Ferme Paris. and Coupru, with t h e  15th F.A. t o  the  E and SB of 

Domptin. and t h e  17th F o A ~ ~  with i t s  1556, spanning t h e  P a r i s  road. 49 

The 23rd In fan t ry  and supporting u n i t s  returned t o  the  Division on 

t h e  n ight  of 4-5 June, and on 5 June, reinforced by seven elements of t h e  

37th. 232nd, 236th. and 333rd French Fie ld  Art i l lery which had remained i n  

pos i t ion ,  the  2nd Division alone held t h e  sector,  wi th  t h e  5th and 6th 

48 
Field  Message, C o f S  t o  Col Malone, 23rd Inf, 2 Jun (Records 4); FO 

7, 2nd Div, 3 porno, 3 June 

47 
z l h  Fr b y  Corps t o  2nd Div, 1635 aom,, 3 Jun; Corps Order, Opns 

No. 512, 12130 borno, 3 Jun (doc 69, 231st Inf Div, War Diaries 4). 

48 

A l l  Flls i n  Vo l .  4 unless otherwise specif ied.  

F% 2nd D i v  t o  4 t h  Brig, 1 soma, 3 June 

MS X i s t  of 2nd FA Brig, pa 6 (2nd Dlv Box 77); Opns of 2nd FA Brig. 
49 

30 May-25 Jun (Records 9) says t h e  156 p ieces  of 2nd Div a r t i l l e r y  on 3 Jun 
were s i tua ted  H m r e u i l ,  near La Loge, and near Domptino 



Marlnos, t h e  2Srd .nd 9th Infantry,  in t h a t  order along the  f ront .  

French Calonlal Division (replacing t h e  164th) with u n i t s  o f  t h e  American 3rd 

Divlslon was on t h e  right o f  t h e  2nd Division, t h e  167th Prenah Divfsion (re-  

placing t h e  43rd) on i t r  h f % .  The 2nd Dirision iront, nhioh f o r  6 t h e  had 

spanned almost 20 k i l d e r a ,  fra t h e  north sdges o f  t h e  B ~ t s  de Veuil ly t o  

La Ilouette, was, r l t h  t h e  readjustments in t h e  h n e h  lines, shortened t o  

about 

(Map 80. 3).’) 

The 10th 

- 

- 9 k i l m e t e r e ,  &ending from south of H i 1 1  142 t o  south of  Monneaux 

Heanwhile, p a t r o l s  on 3 4  June o o d i r r e d  t h e  presence o f t h e  enemy t o  

t h e  north of E l l 1  142, west of  Bois de Belleau. and t o  the  east of t h e  Bois 

den Clerembautr ud Bois de l a  H a r e t t e .  

and t h e  Bois do Belleau, t h e  krmm force8 had ha l ted  in t h e i r  pu r su i t  of t h e  

French t o  a n i t  mmrw supplies  a d  munitions and t h e  advance of t h e i r  heavy 

artillery. They had Wt up p o i n t s  of resistanoe md had dug i n  tsmporary 

shel te rs .  R i th  t h o  artillery at  hand, t h e y  probed 6nd harassed t h e  fo rces  

before them, but without the a b i l i t y  t o  exercise any real pressure. 

June, t h e  u n l t s  opposi te  t h e  2nd Division mre i d e n t i f i e d  as t h e  197th and 

237th Infantry and t h e  10th Reserve Divisions 

Having oocupied Buesiares, Toray, 

On 4 

- 
of Corps Conta, extending 

50 

Jun (supp t o  War D i s r y ,  4 Jun); Jnl 0,  5 Jm; PO 8 ,  2nd Div, 5 Jun; HS h i s t ,  
The Second Division at  Chateau Thierry, ppe 17-19 (2nd Div B m  8). 

apt, Lt Do1 1. D. Or& 08 t o  Col Pox Connsr Asst  CofS G-3 Hq AEF, 4 
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from North of  Veuilly t o  Torcy, Torcy t o  Bouresohes, 8310. Bouresohes t o  

~olrtoourt (nap NO. 4)e51 

A t  midnight, 3-4 June, a Corps Conta order said tha t  i n  t h e  continuing 

attaok of the  7th towards Paris, Corps Conta had been assigned t o  protect 

the  

t i on  tha t  is espeoially suited for  defense." 

left fhnk. To acoomplinh t h i s ,  the  Corp.aust  advance t o  "a  posi- 
- 

That line of defense would be 

Veuillyt-Mari6nj-La Voie de Chatel-Hill 201-Le Thoilet-Hill 204. The units 3 

&in$ the adrmoe would be the 5th Guard, t he  197th, 237th. 28th and - 23lst 

Divisions. in l i n e ~  Reooluuissmce and preparations were t o  start at onceI 

but t he  attaok would not be made before 7 J ~ n a . ~ ~  Another order on the  4th 

--- 

explaiwds5' "Corps nfrioh is oharged with the protection of t h e  left; 

flank of the 7th Arqa..ia compelled t o  temporarily assume the defensive, after 

posit ions most suitable for  t h i s  purpose are ceptured....The offensire s p i r i t  

61 
a first olass unit  rhi oh had had spacial training in open wnri%tre, preparatory 
t o  its part ic ipat ion in t he  Somm offenrive (801 60, 8-9 Jun). 

The 257th Diririon was r e l i m d  on 9-10 June by the  28th Division, a 
craok o u t f m e e n  in the S- ba t t l e  and in t h e  A i s n e  offensive o f  
27 by. It had been temporarily relieved by the 231& Divisian (see belor) 
when it renohod t he  Yvne on 30 May (InPo p r s o e d i e w f 1 6  R 4 -  d Jun). The 
prinoipal e 1 ~ u t . s  of the 28th Divldon mre reportedly r e l i e w d  on 19-20 June 
by t h e  87th Dlrislon (801 %, 20-21 J un). The 87th Divlaion wae relieved on 
4-5 July by the 4th ib n t r  Dirision (801 86, 4-8 Jul). Hotei The re l ie f  of 
fhe 2&h begun on 1p-20 , was oa&aafl.d three days latu and the  division re- 
t u r a o  t h e  line. 
28th,cor~priNd a single brigade, the 6%h, *one unit. mre t h e  40th Fusilier 
-ant 109th and 110th w l e r  R-nta, the  14th Field I r t i l l e r &  and 

mrve Dlvlsion was relieved about 15 June by the 231st Dim The 10th Re 

. ' h e  231.t Division. most of it oppoeite t he  French t o  the  r ight  of the  

The 197th Division was  relieved on 7-8 June by the 5th Guard Division, 

The -st -orteat Go- division in t h i s  narrative, tne 

envy Art111 erg Battallon. E & d r m  
-.- - sion ( D i r  a- u11, W U  D i U i O s  4). 

2nd miv on 4 Jutus W a s  p a r t i a l l y  relieved on 12-13 June by elements of t he  
36th Division. 
Division (SO1 76, 24-26 J U T  

The entire 2Sl& w w  relieved on 18-19 June by the  201st - 
52 

3 

Opns Order 515 (231.t Ids  11D h e x  2, IIu Dirriea 4). 
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must be maintained even though a t . a p o r u y  f u l l  in t h e  attaok seema t o  e x i s t o  

In the genoral pioture of t h e  oper&ionr, no h r l t  er l u l l  aists. We are t h e  

vic tors  and w i l l  remain on tha offanslrer 'fh- .IIAy is dofsrt.d 

Ye.ahi10, at noon on 3 Juw, (kraurr u t i l l o r y  be- f i r i n g  a 7-hwr 

bombardment of blue oross (diphmnphlorursins) &ells i n t o  %he roods IW of 

Luoy 1s Booage, where 6- 800 Y n r i n e s  m d  Sngirrsrs were 6&ting up positions. 

There w e r e  35 oasualtier.M 

shell ing of the  2nd Division urea w i t h  shrapml, M1, and ocoasional gas, Luoy 

le Booage was h i t  with a ahort  bombardment o f  gas &ells, causing oasualties 

of one off icer  and 19 m.56 

- f 

The Wxt evening, 4 June, following dmy-long 

For earera1 days both sides wore engaged in organizing t h e i r  forces, pre- 

paring posit ions,  .nd getting what rest they oould to r  the fight ahead. 

June, inoolllng 160s 5ndioat.d t h a t  the Gersrn a r t i l l e r y  had boon broughe up, 

and the 23rd Infantry, rejoining t h e  division on the lina 1riurS;le hrmo- 

P a r i s  road, was ~ubjeoted  t o  t he  shelling of  tks  hoarier, including some 

yperite. as it dug in. 

On 5 

s6 

Corps Order 518. 4 J~ln 
t o  q w M d  t o  the  out^& .a 
Larisch, and Ihuraoir, on its right, were t o  
-gw a n d - n e  tho Kopn salient. lioonogrrph, Lt Col $mat Otto,  The 
Fight5ng for Belleau Wood in June, 1918, Beiohsarahiv, Potsdnm, 1918. pp. 2-3 
(2nd Div Box 31, 3S.9). 

54 
Qt on Gas Attaok:, serial 10. 3 Jun (QAF-2A); Spencer, I. 113. 

SO1 56, 4 6  Jun; Rpt of Opns, 5 Jun. 
56 

56 
Rpto CG 3rd Brig t o  CG 2nd Div, 16 Aug 18, subs Rpt of action of  3rd 

Brig. June 1st t o  July 15th (3rd Brig. Records 6 ) .  - 
- 22 - 



A t  5 ~ 0 0  aomo on 6 June, unaware of Corps Conta plpns for  attack the 

next day,57 the 2nd Divisicn. in con;lunotion with the 167th Frenoh Division 

on i ts  left, went on the offensiw, attacking without special u t i l l e r y  pre- 

puationS8 the objeot iw line H i l l  126-ToroyChnteau Bellenu-Bois de Bellenu- 

Bouresches. Several objeotives. including the c res t s  overlooking Bussairas 

and Torcy, were reported renohod t h a t  day, but not the  principal objeatives. 

the  Bola  de Belleau and Bouresohes. 59 

On the night preceding the  attack, 2,000 shells, with some ysllor cross, 

had been f i red  into  296 Division positions n e s t  of the  Bois  de l a  Harotto, and 

in the reprianl for  the attack the next day, 2,200 rounds inoluding several 

bursts of mustard and laohrimatory gas shells, pounded the edge of the Bois 

do la Harette and the roads in the  forward zoneo Continuing the attaok on 

the  afternoon o f  t h e  Bth, 2nd Division forces encountered intense maohins gun 

fire, pu t iomlar ly  in the Bois de Belleau, and both sides suffered sererely 

in t he  German counterattaoks tha t  followed. 

but the  advlnce i n t o  Belleau Wood. where the undergrowth. rook formatioar, 

nnd boulder. in  i ts  great ravine b r i s t l ed  with maohine gun nu&#, was stopped 

Bouresohes was reported captured, 

37 
"The Intelligenoe Servioe a t  that  time had not been organired or trained 

(HS h i s t ,  The Seoond Division at  Chateau Thierry, p a  28, 2nd Div 

f o r  open r v f u e  and..~almost nothing was known of the  composition o r  situa- 
t ion  of the enemy's foroesi even t he  looation of cur l ines  was imperfeotly 
understood.* 
B o x  8). 

68 

ordination between infantry and artillery., 

59 

US H i s t  of 2nd PA Brig, p. 7 ,  says the  reasonwas complete lack of oo-  

FU 8, 2nd Div, 5 Jun; SO1 57, 5-6 June 
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60 
801 68, 6-0 JW; Jal 0, 6 J-4 

61 

t o  Ern& Otto,  p. 16, the gar on 7 Jun baokfindr 
Qt Of 0.8 WWk, S W  11 (ou"24)~ @OM-, Is 1 l T ~ l l B o  AaaordiIl(t 

"5 offioora and 80 m m  
P e o . W f  siok 

62 

1 Ju l  (2nd D l r  BoDl 62, 55.6). 

gas - they hrd ~R~llond fA0- ~SID' 

Ltr,  Malow CO 23rd Inf t o  00 Srd Brig, 2 Jul ,  sub$ Opns of 2Srd Id, 
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63 l a  Marette. 

For the next t w o  or three days and nights following the action Of 6-7 

June, the  2nd Division was subjected t o  steady, heavy shelling on the  wooded 

areaa in i t s  aector. 

divlsion headqurrters NLB moved from Monteuil-aux-Lions t o  Genevrois Fume 

Through i t s  Frenoh reconnaissance planes and reconnaissmce patrols, the  

division learned tha t  t he  German forces had begunto consolidate t he i r  pos1- 

t ions  with trenches and barbed wire entanglements, leading Intelligence t o  

infer t h a t  Corps Conta was giving up for the time being further thought of 

maneuver 

On the  7th, after several 2 1 b  she l l s  f e l l  nearby, 

€4 

"The 2nd b e r i a a n  Division, which made the  attaok on the evening of 

June 6 and tha t  of l a s t  night," said a 28th Division report on June 6 ,  "is 

probably no longer very eff ioient-"  

intended o n l y t o  immobilize Oerman forces, make local improvements in the 

line, and g i w  the Americans an opportunity for headlines. 

h e r i a a n s  on our  f ront  gain t he  upper hand only temporarily, t h i s  may have 

the moost unfavorrble influeme on the morale o f  the  Entente md on t he  

continuation of the wu....The renewed employment of the 5th Guard and 28th 

Infantry Divisions on t he  front l ine  of the Conta Corps is t o  be considered 

The attacks, it rent on, nure obviously 

"Should the 

- 

_ _  
War D i a r y ,  7-10 Jun; Rpt of Opn, 8 Jun; Div In fo  Bul following SO1 63, 
Gp t o  midnkght. 5 Jun, the  2nd Div had taken between 100-200 casualties. 

In the fighting from 6-8 June, 1177 wounded were evacuated, and 800-900 re- 
placements came in on 9 June, with more on t he  wayo 
t o  CofS, 12  Jun, sub6 Rpt on the  Condition of the 2nd Div (2nd Div Box 30, 
3306). 

Ernst Otto. p- 14, says 237th Div casualt ies o n  6 Jun were 6 officers 
and 72 men kil led,  10 offioers and 228 men wounded, 5 officers and 90 men 
missing. In the 10th Div, 24 men nure kil led,  101 men rounded. 2 officers and 
24 men missing -- a t o t a l  of 552 b a t t l e  casualties. 

Memo, GrMt GHQ AEF G 3  

64 
SO1 60, 62, 64. 
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from t h i s  point of 

3rd Dloision Intelligenoe reported tha t  wme day t h a t  theee two crack 

Goniun divisions, the  W h  uul 28th were ooming in to  %he l ine  opposite the  

2nd Division, t h e l r  airsion UI offensire t ha t  would break through t h e  Znd, 

w i t h  Meaw I ts  objeotiw. 

relief and said t he  a t t rek  would be made "in tw OT three days and they were 

going t o  use l o t s  o f  

I -' 

A prisoner oaptured the  next, day oonfirrpbd the  - 

But t he  2nd Division had i t s  am plans. 

On 7-8 JUM, it began aonoentrating maohine gun and vt i l l e ry  fire and 

BOghmhg about 3s30 marshalling its ioroes f o r  an asraul t  on Belleiu Wood. 

Born. on t h e  10th. t he  ba t te r ies  of the division, w i t h  t h e i r  French support. 

f i red  a t o t a l  of 88,000 rounds of 77mm's and 12.W 15Cmna'a into the 300 

acres of tangled  wood. and rwky ravines OP the 3016 de Belleau. 

taok i n  the den- fog at d u n ,  t h e  Narine brigade advanced 800 motera on a 

two-ltilmoter front (.pproxim&tely on a line through B i l l  lW), against ele- 

cents of t he  28th Dirlrlon o a i n g  in t o  reliepa the lOth Division and A unit 

of the  837th in the  -dog7 

In the  at- 

- 
On eeveral oooaaiona pr ior  t o  t h i s  a~leault ,  t h a t  is, on the  night o f  

6-7 June and the  morning of  9 June, t h e  Oaerrpm bat ta l ion  a t  Toroy reported 

that  t s a r  gae and other unidentified gas she l l s  f e l l  on them. The reports 

65 
Daily Rpt, 28th DiT (Iten 164, 1st Annex, N u  Diarles 2). 

i+M fr 0-2 3rd Div, 8 Jun (Reoord6 4 ) i  R1 0-2. lot10 porno. 9 June 

Fb 3, 4th Brig, 6~30 pamep 8 Jun Recrords 4): SO1 61, 8-10 JUG Rpt, 

The postwar Field Notes o f  Col=agruder. FAs daacribe i n  de t a i l  

66 

67 

Opns of 2nd FA Brig, 30 Map25 Jun (Recor %--F u 

the t e r r a in  of the  Bois do Belleiu (2nd Div Box 9, 18.8). 
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of t h e  same unit fo r  10, 13. and 14 June agreed that “ the  enemy frequently 

fires gas shel ls .”  Since t h e  2nd Division records no use of gas during t h i s  

period, it muat be presumed t h a t  t h e  gas was f i r e d  b y  t h e  neighboring French 

unit or by t h e  a r t i l l e ry  attached t o  t h e  Division. 68 

Ei the r  in r e t a l l a t i o n  f o r  t h e  French gas o r  t o  hnrass  poss ib le  reinforce-  

ments f o r  t h e  Marines in t h e  mod, batneon 9830 aom. and 2r45 porn. on 11 June, 

from 150 t o  250 77m and 105mm blue oross s h e l l s  were f i r e d  on 23rd I n f a n t r r  

.troops In t h e  Bois  den Clerembauts. 

when a s h e l l  b u r s t  d i r e c t l y  over t h e l r  dugout.69 That aune day, t h e  11th. 

after f u r t h e r  a r t i l l e r y  prepara t ion  and preceded by a r o l l i n g  barrage, t h e  

Marine brigade attaoked t h e  nor thern  ha l f  o f t h e  Bois de Belleau and report-  

ed ly  occupied t h e  e n t i r e  mod,  capturing more t h a n  450 prisoners ,  30 machine 

guns, nnd 4 minemmrfers o r  trench mortars. Pos i t i ons  in t h e  wood wure said 

t o  have been oonsolidated nnd remaining machine gun nests cleaned up t h a t  

night ,  wi th  t h e  capture of 43 add i t iona l  

of Bouresohes on t h e  n ight  of 11-12 June seems not t o  have been reported i n  

2nd Division records. 

Aotually. t h e  Marine a c t i o n  was f i l l e d  with oonfusion, leading t o  oon- 

Only seven menmre repor ted  gassed, 

pr lsoners .  A German gas bombnrdment 

70 

fused repor ts ,  f o r  t h e  main Oerman defense l i n e  at  t h e  t o p  of t h e  wood remnlned 

68 
See Combat Rpt, 1st Bn, 460th I d  (doc 83, War Diar i a s  4). 

69 
Hpt of Gas Attack, ser- 14, 12  Jun; Spencer, I. 120. 

70 

gassing o f  Bouresches. 
SO1 62, 63, 64, 10-13 Jun; Rpt of Opns. 11-12 Jun. See note b e l m  f o r  
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intaot. Begirming on 1 2  June, Qorman fordes wore men f i l t e r i n g  baak into the  

wood on the  wostern edge, uhom they sot up machine gua atrong points t o  haraaa 

the  patrols  sent againat thm.  

G e r u n  forces in bat ta l ion a tnngth ,  with 75 t o  100 sachim gum, had returned 

t o  the woodr.” The 2nd DlTiriOn held the soubhorn half of the rood but oould 

It wan e.tirn.ted tha t  in the  nart ton daya 

not claim posmssion of the  northern seetore 

AohleTslunt of tho lurr51ins, reported in the  divisional W U  Diary f o r  

11 J w  as H i 1 1  14Z-northern 0dg0 of Bola de Bel~eau-Boureaches-Tri~1e- 

Boir dea Clerubauta-north of Yoansaux, had b M n  ooatly. 

from 1-12 June wore sa id  t o  be S21 killed, w i t h  2,958 rounded evacuated 

through M e a ~ x . ~ ~  The garred were p?eauMbly included with t he  wounded. The 

Germans were lluy of the  oost  through the i r  intorrogation of  the 5th Marine 

prisoners. who to ld  them tha t  mCasudt ies  d u r l q  the atbat&, and during t h e  

l a s t  few days by hear). a r t i l l e ry ,  oonsiderably high. al legedly 30 o r  40$ in 

the 5 th  Regiment....Oas bombardment on Bouresohes i n  the night of June 11-12 

Total casualt ies 

caused a few oasualties deapite t he  faot t ha t  t h e  men were iiunediatelywarned 

by specially trained gas offioers.  and adjusted their masks.“73 

But the t o l l  in oombat fatigw was a t i l l  higher. A telegram from 

General Buady to Pershing on 10 Juw asked form infantry brl(S.de t o  r e l i e w  

weary uni t s  o f t h e  2nd Division, a l l  of whose regiments were in the  l ine  and 

71 
Rpt, 2nd FA Brig t o  0-3, subs Movements from 31 May t o  10 J u l  (Reoords 

6) 0 

72 
W a r  D i a r y ,  12 Juni N h Hq Fld Harp SSC, 1 Y  Jun, said evaouatsd wounded 

from 3-12 JUn to ta led 2.355. 

7 %  
I -  

5th Guard Div. Interr Rpt, 13 Jun (Item 219, -# (% 
Diaries 3). 
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had been continuously "moving, marching, entrenohing nna f i g h t i n g  s ince May 

30th." 

f i c e r s  and 

h n ~ s t i o n . " ~ ~  Indica t ive  a s  much of t h e  physical  condit ion of 2nd Division 

t roops  as of inexperience was t h e  incident  of t h e  company o f  2nd Engineers 

w t ~ o  rnn into a heavy barrage of mixed HE, smoke, mustard gas on i t s  nay 

through t h e  Bois de Belleau on t h e  afternoon of t h e  12th t o  re inforce  t h e  

Marines i n  t h e  l ine.  

wounded, an unident i f ied  number overcome by gas0 

only about 50 men ar r ived  at t h e i r  objective," t h e  remainder not gassed or 

wounded becoming Lost, "not being able t o  t r a v e l  through t h i c k  woods and 

underbrush i n  gas masks." 

On t h e  11th. Hnrbord sa id  of h i s  4th Marine Brigade i n  Belleaui "Of-  

men are now i n  a s t a t e  soaroely l e s s  than  complete physical  ex- 

Two officers and 24 men in t h e  company were k i l l e d  or 

"Out of t h e  company of 185, 

The company w a s  withdrawn e a r l y  on t h e  morning o f  

t h e  14th when it again enoountered gas i n  t h e  wood. 75 

7 
(Records 6). 

"This p a r t  of t h e  front would soon become a qu ie t  sector ,"  said memo L t  Col 
Wo S. Grant, GEQ AEF 0-3 f o r  Cots. 12 Jun, subc 
and atchd corresp (2nd Div Box 30, 3306). 

75 
Rpt of Co P, 2nd Eng, 11-14 Jun (Records 7); Rpt on Gas Attack, ser. 

12. and Spencer, I* 121, any t h e  oompany was surprised by blue cross,  oausing 
10 gas casual t ies .  Hansllan. pa 96, says t h e  number of shel ls  may not have 
been large, but Hnrbord. in t h e  Diary o f  the 4th  Brig. 30 May-30 Jun, pa 42 
(2nd Div Box 4, 11.5). r e p o r t s  "Considerable gas used on t h e  Bois de Belleau 
and on t h e  Toroy front" on the 12th. 

Tele, 2nd Dip. 10 Jun; Rpt 4 th  Brig t o  CG 2nd Div, as00 a e m o 9  11 Jun 

The necess i ty  for relief was questioned since it wns expected t h a t  

Rpt on Condition of 2nd Dlv, 
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78 

War Diaries 1). 
Corps Order, Opns NO& 587, 6r30 P.Y.., 11 Jun (Item 222, 4 t h  Res Corps. 

. 

Div Order 1394, 28th D~T, 10~40 pornoa 12 Jun (Item 200, 2nd ItLIR9S. War - Diaries 2). 
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The h o s t i l e  massed f i re  with "much gas" t h a t  was l a i d  on t h e  Bois  and 

i t s  roads of approach fell on t h e  pos i t ions  of both brigades, t h e  i r r i t a t i n g  

gaa and ype r i t e  "giving [the Marines in t h e  wood, p a r t i c u l a r l y 2  a l o t  of 

trouble.n7g The d iv i s iona l  a r t i l l e r y ,  a l e r t ed  t o '  enemy intent ions,  rapl ied  

with a heavy barrage on t h e  28th Division forces  massed along t h e  r a i l road  

embankment e a s t  of Belleau Wcod. Subsequently, German reports said t h a t  

"between 3800 and 6800 aomo  [there w a s 1  vigorous she l l ing  of Rochet Wood 

with gas," as the  Torcy area cnme "under most intense a r t i l l e r y  fire. 

again makes extravagant use of gas she l l s .  

operat ion of t h e  461st In fan t ry  1 2 3 7 t h  Division 7 i n  Belleau Wood." 

Thrown off balance, t h e  28th Division 

Enemy 

I t  is an attempt t o  block an 
80 

attaoked t h e  town of  Bouresohes 

on t he  l i n e  Bellem-Bouresohes sometime aRer 4r00 aom. After several hours 

of heavy flghtimg, t h e  German forces  withdrew. 

only "moderate losses" ( i s e o n  q p r o r i m a t e l y  600 k i l l e d  and wounded) A t  

9r30 @em. an 13 June, with t h e  failure of t h e  28th t o  advance, t h e  general 

a t t ack  by Corps Confa was ca l l ed  off. 

The 2nd Division had suffered 

- 
Bitter recriminations were heaped on 

79 

War Diaries 4)* The Rpt o f  Gas Attack, 8ero 15, 14 Zun, said t h e r e  were 14 
blue cross  c a s u a l t i e s  in t h e  23rd Inf t h a t  night, caused by surprise, exhaust- 
ion, and e a r l y  removal of masksa A telegram f rom Bundyto C Gas Serv, 14 Jun, 
said yellow and blue or088 she l l l ag  of 9th Inf near Triangle had resul ted  in 
40 casual t ies .  
cases in t h e  9th Id, r e sd l t ing  from too  e a r l y  removal of mask and delayed 
evacuation* 

80 

SO1 64, 12-13 June; Morning Rpt, Arty Comdr, 237th Div, 13 Jun (doc 78, 

The Rpt o f  Gas Attack, sera 16, corrected t h i s  t o  59 gas 

I n t e l  Bul. 2318t Div, 12-13 Jun (Item 145, doc 71, War Diaries  4);  W a r  
Diary of 460th In?, 2~30-4500 a o m o ,  13 Jun (doc 82, War Diar ies  4). - 
81 

SO1 64* 12-13 Jun; Rpt of Opns, 13 Jun; FM fr CO 4 th  Brig, 5 ~ 3 5  a o m 0 .  
13 Jun. 
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l i k e l y  t o  be used in advmoing agains t  3e11eau 

t h e  ht taok sa idr  

park Of B e l l e A U  Woods. .nd v i c i n i t y  of Lucy la  Bocage, h l r r s e i n g  fire on 

Domptine" 

fire on Boia  de Belleau and Bouresches nnd colnpletsd the drenchins bombard- 

men$ with yellor cross on Luoy and t h e  dapressLono.orith a 2-hour follow-up 

gas bombardment."86 

Gown repor t  of 

'At night drenohing bomtuudaent (yellow cross)  on south 

And in t h e  noon rfport on t h e  14th; 'Bstteries continue h u a s s i n g  

A t  3r45 on t h e  l l t h ,  t h e  3rd Battalion. 6th Marines, on i t s  way 

from Luoy t o  t h e  Boie, t o  relieve a u n i t  of t h e  5th Ynrines,  reportedr 

at taok on woods B of Luoy entire ravine E of Lucy md seotor  of f ront  l i n e  

enter ing  flOUrOSOhe6 and Trinngle Farm very  serious. 

t o r s  & hours. Suggest men be moved from i n f e c b d  areao Mustard gas is being 

used. Bequest Division Gns Officer. (M F-13 t o  CO 6th  M u ,  Record8 5)." Two 

hours later a aessage Prom t h e  6 th  M a r i n e  oomaader t o  t h e  Rogimsntal Aid 

S t a t i o n  sa idr  

about s i t u a t i o n  with order 600 cMeplete sui ts .o. lat  Bn juet reported a11 

compnniSs under f a i r l y  heavy gas shel l ing,  masks on & OK. 

June)" A t  6r03 aomo. t h e  oommander reported t o  his brigade t h a t  270 men had 

"Gas 

Men have had on respira- 

c__ 

"Succeeded in  g e t t i n g  throush wauga t o  Division Oms Officer 

(FM 5a35 aomo 14 

85 
s Contr ordor, c i t e d  by  Hnnalinn, po 98, a l s o  shms t h a t  3626 yellow 

oross + een mnde avni lable  t o  t h e  237th Div arty and 4650 yel low orosts rounds 
t o  t h e  28th Div u t y .  
t h e  237th D i  P nrty w u l d  put  2415 rounds on Lucy and t h e  valley behind Boures- 
ohes, t h e  28th D i r  a r t y t o  fire 4550 rounds i n t o  t h e  hollow S and SE of Boures- 
chose 
remainder in a two-hour f o l l o w  up fire. 

hetw 1 2 r 0 0  and 8100 aoms (doc 78. 237th Dir, War Diaries 4). There is no r p t  
avai lable  from t h e  28th Div a r t y  comdr. 

t u a l l y  f i r e d  in  t h i s  opno 

Co 

The ar ty  order of t h e  z8th D i r  (Hanslian. p a  99) sa id  

Four- fif th s of t he  s h e l l  was t o  be f i r e d  in one-hour bombardments, t h e  

The 237th Div u t y  comdr reported f i r i n g  2629 rounds of ye l low cross  

Hanslian (pa ' 5 7 ) W r t s  a t o t a l  of only 1725 rounds of yellow cross ac- 
SO1 65, 13-14 Jun, estimates 1500 yperite shell.  

86 
Daily Rpt, 13-14 Jun, 28th Dlv (2nd Annex, war Diaries 2). 
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been taken t o  t h e  nid s t a t i o n  a t  H i l l  201 ,  

38 moderately, 120  very s l igh t ly .  

Two men were found badly gassed, 

Ins t ruc t ions  were given t o  keep them out of blankets  and open t h e i r  
c lothes,  t o  avoid burning cases of sa tura ted  clothing.  L t ,  T ly lor  r e p o r t s  
t h a t  a company of t h e  23rd Inf moving t o  r e l i e f  last night  were badly shot 
up and i n  need of medical i t t e n t i o n .  L t ,  Chandler, Regtl  Gas Off icer ,  was 
sent  t o  t h e  area [south of Belleau W o o d l  and r epor t s  t h a t  he found from 
50 t o  60 menooomore or  less gassed through removing r e s p i r a t o r s  t o  a t tend  
t o  t h e i r  wounds. 

The 6 th  Ynrine Regimental Surgeon said at 10~40 norno: "75 t o  150 men evacu- 

ated since arrival t h i s  morning. 

u n f i t  due t o  gas., 

t h i s  b a t t n l i c n  due t o  a general ized gassing. 

Ba t t a l ion  now o w e d  in gassed areaD'' 

5 th  Marine unit t h a t  was wai t ing  relief and was itself su f fe r ing  gas casu- 

a l t i e s  a t  t h e  time, sa id  of t h e  i l l- f a t e d  ba t t a l ions  "2nd Battal ion,  6 th  

Marines mro bndly gassed d ins tead  of a r r i v i n g  n ight  13-14 with about 

800 men only 325 e f f e c t i v e s  arrived, so t h a t  a t t a c k  could not be del ivered,  

and I d id  not consider t h a t  they were su f f io i en t  t o  r e l i e v e  me and remained 

P r a c t i c a l l y  e n t i r e  b a t t a l i o n  phys ica l ly  

Immediate measures should be t d e n  t o  secure r e l i e f  Of 

Evacuation s t i l l  COntinueSa 

Reporting l a t e r  on t h e  event, t h e  

in pos i t ion .  1 8 7  

Harbord in a message t o  Bundy a t  4800 porno on t h e  1 4 t h  apparent ly knew 

only t h a t  a t  least 225  men i n  two compnnies of t h e  6 th  Marines had been 

gassed and evacuated t h a t  day, 

homver, he repor ted  563 gas c a s u a l t i e s  i n  t h e  1st and 2nd Ba t t a l ions  of t h a t  

Marine regiment.88 

In h i s  W a r  Diary e n t r y  l n t e r  t h a t  evening. 

B u t  Colonel Grant, on t h e  0-3 staff, GHQ, wrote t o  Fox 

87 
Rpt of Opns, 2nd Bn, 5 th  M a r ,  2-16 Jun (Records 7 ) ,  

El! CG 4 th  Brig t o  CG 2nd Div; War Diary, Records 6, 
Spenoer, 1.126, c i t e s  a te legram from Bundy t o  t h e  Gas Service a t  Tours 

88 

on 14 Jun r epor t ing  700 ysllonr and b lue  cross  c a s u a l t i e s  i n  t h e  6 th  Marines 
and 23rd Inf in  m o d  IJE of LucyD with gas a t t a c k  continuingo 
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Conner from 2nd DiTiSiOn headquu%era a f t e r  t h e  gas  a t t aokr  

13-14 pasred q u i d l y .  

Brown .ad OeRoral Hrrbord a11 roomed t o  feel b d t e r ,  .nd need of rel ief  d i d  

not seem so grea t  as it had 48 or  even 24 hour i  before"" Then, a p a r q r a p h  

l a t e r6  

"Night of June 

Wn. Bundy, Colonel Troops were able t o  ge t  come rest. 

Yeamhilo the Ge-8 put  down on our  f r o n t  lines and on rear areas, 
i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  during t h e  day and evening, 8 heavy gas bombardment, paying 
p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  Bois do BelleauoQQd.t 10145 porno, June 14# gas 
c a s u a l t i e s  were  reported as betreen 700 and 800, t h e  Marines being g r e a t e s t  
suf ferers .  Cases were m&ly burns with sfme a.vere oaseso Medical officer 
reported t h a t  p r a c t  oally mono of t h e  gassed wuuld be 8 V a i l a b h  f o r  duty  f o r  
at leaat two mekr. 89 

The 0s-s intended t h i s  gas t o  i n t e r d i o t  t h e  approach t o  BeZleau 

Hlood and t h e  m o d  itself, and so f a c i l i t a t e  t h e i r  advanoe t o  t h e  defensive 

line t h e y  had relooted north o f  t h e  P a r i s  road. Yet desp i t e  observed oircu- 

l a t i o n  of men and oa i r ions  in t h e  @ornun back area( In t e l l i genoe  sa id  of t h e  

gassingi  " F r o a t h e  indisoriminate use of mustrrd gas it would appear t h a t  

t h e  objeot  of t h e  enemy Is merely t o  cause losses and not t o  prepare f o r  im- 

mediate a t t a ~ l r . ' ~ ~  Colonel G r a n t ,  i n  h i s  l e t t e r  of t h e  15th, said t h a t  "Hq. 

VIth Army b e l i e r e  t h a t  the gas bombardment in oonneotion w i t h  maering of 

G e m  b a t t e r i e s  i n  t h i s  reg ion  i n d i c a t e s  a 0.- 8 t t aok  i n  a fsu days. 

89 

It 

L t r .  L t  Col Orant t o  Comer, GHQ 0-3, 16 Jun (2nd Div Box 30). 

S O X  85. 13-14 Jun. 2nd Div In te l l i genoe ,  i n  an Estimate of t h e  Bnemy 
90 

Si tua t ion .  10100 porn., 14 Jun (2nd Div Box 12)" sa id  o f  t h e  Osrman 7th Arm 

be f r o m t h e  north in t h e  d i r e o t i o n  of Compiegne and *om t h e  east in t h e  d i rec-  
tion of Villers-Cotteretso On t h e  2nd Div front ,  t h e  enemy effort NLS l i k e l y  
t o  be pu re ly  defensive exoept t o  improve l i n e s  and i n f l i c t  losses. No ser ious  
in t en t  t o  r ega in  t h e  Boie do Belleau was prob*ble, and reported s h e l l i n g  of 
t h e  rood 8nd Boureschea w i t h  mustard gas f u r t h e r  indica ted  t h a t  t h e  enemy had 
no in t en t ion  of a c t i o n  in t h a t  areao 

t h e  Amy GrouE of t h e  Crown Pr ince  t o  assume t h e  defensive, disoontinuing t h e  
18th Army a t k  at  Noyon and t h e  7 th  Army a t k  W 8nd 

movements t h a t  t h e  weight of t h e  main effort f o r  t h e  next few days -d m u  d s ill 

On 14 Jun, rccording t o  Ernst Otto, p a  30, t h e  German High Conmund ordered 

of 8oiasoneo 
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is highly probnble t h a t  h i 1  gas i s  d iss ipa ted  no i n fan t ry  a t t ack  need be 

feared.' 

The bombvdment continued on t h e  14th when about 4r30 porno t h e  Bois de 

Belleau wae agnin k i t  with ypsrite, 

Ratbord t h a t  gas was s t i l l  falling# 

exposureo 

Hughes says h i s  orders  are  t o  s t i c k  it out. . .Gas Off icer  advocated movement 

higher ground.,..Re&l Surgeon repor ts  185 evacuations 1st En (M t o  CG 4th 

Brig, 14 Jun)-" 

tween 4800 and 6 ~ 0 0  aom. t h e  Bois ds  Belleau, as w e l l  a s  La Voie du Chatel. 

Luoy le Bocage, Yon tg inau l t ,  and Domptin were subjected t o  heavy gas con- 

cent ra t ions ,  t h e  r e s u l t  of an estimated 500 105nm gas shel l s .  

morning of t h e  15th, t h r e e  companies of t he  23rd Infantry,  on t h e i r  way t o  

relieve a Marine b a t t a l i o n  in Belleau Wood, were bombarded with HE and shrap- 

ne l  and then  350 77mm and 10- rounds of yel low Knd blue  c ross  gaso Two of 

t h e  companies moved out o f  t h e  gassed ravine they  were in ;  t h e  t h i r d  m e t  a 

Marine company. and when t h e  bombardment ceased, were t o l d  by  i t s  capta in  t h a t  

it w a s  safe t o  remove t h e i r  masks. A t  l e a s t  150 men i n  t h e  in fan t ry  company 

were evacuated t h a t  evening. 

A t  5837 porno t h e  6th b r i n e s  reported t o  

"Weak concentrat ion mustard gas. LO= 

Hen have worn masks about 6 hours and some have taken them o f f o o o  

Then between 9130 porno and 12830 aomo on the  14-15 June be- 

A t  1130 on t h e  

91 

A t  8sOO aomo on 15 June, Harbord was a t  last able  t o  withdraw h i s  t roops  

f romthe  woods t o  H i l l s  169 and 181 nearby, and asked t h e  Z3rd In fan t ry  i n  

Bouresches t o  cover t h e  ens te rn  edge of t h e  Bois with machine gun support for 

him. 
92 

This w a s  doneeA suggestion t o  Malone of t he  23rd In fan t ry  t h a t  he move 

91  
Rpt of Gas Attack. sera 17, 16 Jun; Spencer, I, 127; Hanslian, p o  100. 

M CG 4 th  Brig t o  CG 3rd Brig. 
92 
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resema into Bouresohes t o  r q l n o e  h i s  fortaus cweriag t he  Boir -8 turned 

dom. 

cross from t he  vioinity of T r i q l e  to(rvd6 L81 where the rl@ of auin l ine  

of l lu ine6  rill probebly rest....& Utangiry; f o r  gas again& a l l  tha  qproaches 

t o  bouresohea 

En, 10865 n.mo, 15 Jun; M 8r56 peas, 8.oords 5,% 2Srd Inf')." 

"It is &n t o  put more troop8 i n  Bounmhea, Our aain 1%- rill 

nnd for  stroag harassing f l m  i n  t he  aarae aream (I% t o  00 3rd 

The r e w e d  gnsaing of  the Bola ds BIlleau i n  the  early nordug of t h e  

15bh rerulted, en enmy rep0l.t r i d .  when the QIimrns be- nlamed by sudden 

intense aaohine gun fire on  t h e i r  &out 1 1 ~ s .  

the  C)ermmr, am they n b i t t a d t  "This gas m s  quite bvtkersom, in our mn 

lines."93 It i s  possible t h i s  backPire was a contributory reneon for the 

"half-hearted" Qerman nttnok made dong the northern edge of the Bois and 

dona past  Bouresohes on t h e  night of 15 Juns. 

was made at 4c45 i o m o  nnd agnin broken up, pr ias ipol ly  by u t t l f w y  firh 

However, the gas baokfired on 

Driven baok, a seeond attack 
94 

The oount of the gas oasual t ies  in the 9.0a.y boabvdnrsnt cme i n  

slowly. 

nmbsr of' these Marine nnd 2Srd Infnntry oams, 'most ofthem badly burned 

about t h s  body. w96 By llsOO p a +  thnt  night, n b s t  700 onmmlties, some very 

severe, had been evacuated, and evaouatlons mro not yet ooeplete. 96 

Up t o  noon on t he  14th. 420 onsualfiss had W n  rspol.t&, the greater 

By t h e  

93 
Combat E q t o  16s En, 2nd Brden Oren Brig ( l l o th  Oren Re&, War -- Diaries 3). 

SO1 67. 15-16 Jun; J n l  0 ,  15 Jun. 
94 

95 
Rpt of Opns, 14 JUR; M fr Div Surg, 10 ..a*, 14 dun, Jnl 0. 14 Jun. 

96 
Jnl  0,  14 J w Q  
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morning of 15 June, t o t a l  ca sua l t i e s  repo- tad  as  admitted on t h e  previous day 

t o  t h e  gas h o s p i t a l  a t  Luzancy were 745 d i e  t o  gas, 16 s h e l l  shock, and 10 

gassed and wounded. 97 The Hedicai Director  of t h e  Gas Service l a t e r  reported 

a t o t a l  o f  "over 800 cases.ng8 

Reprisal and Stalemate 

A 2nd Division telegram t o  Pershlng on t h e  events  o f  15-16 June said 

t h a t  following t h e  gas a t t acks ,  enemy a r t l l l a r y  continued harassing "Our  

f r o n t  l i n e  and back area  us ing  muoh g a s , "  while "our a r t i l l e r y  r ep l i ed  u i t h  

harassing f i r e  using some gasOwg9 The Operations Report o f  t h e  2nd F.A= 

Brigade was t o  says "The d iv i s ion  was oonsiderahly handicapped as t h e  enemy 

seemed t o  have p l e n t y  of  gas [shells -- 7 whlle o u r  a r t i l l e r y  had very few, 

No mention is made of mustard gas she l l ,  t h e  cause o f  most o f  the Division's 

gas casua l t i e s .  

( a  considerably more t o x i c  product t han  German mustard gas) and it was coming 

i n t o  t h e  f i e ld .  On 15 June, General Naulin t h e  new commander of t h e  X X I  

French Army Corps, rep lac ing  Degoutte, wrote t o  t h e  Commanding General of t h e  

6th French Army$ 

,I 100 

Yet t h e  French were a t  l a s t  producing y p e r i t e  i n  quant i ty  

97 

reported 771 c a s u a l t i e s  up t o  6100 aom0 t h a t  da t eo  

'* 
on 2nd Div (OAF-2s). Boter 
reported i n  t h e  Analysis below. 

t a t e d  " the  evacuation of o v e r  900 members of t h e  2nd En, 6th Marines." (Riahard 
Derby, Fade In. Sanitarzg NY6 . Go Pa Putnam, 1919. p. 72). 

Rpt of Opns, 15 Jun; M f r  Div Surg, $820  a a O 2  15 Jun; Jn l  0, 15 Jun, 

+ L t r  t o  C Gas Serv AFiF,, 1 J u l  18, sub8 Hpt of Second Serious Gas Attack 
The ga:i d i s c i p l i n e  of t h e  t roops  i n  t h i s  a t t a c k  is 

The Division Surgeon uab l a t e r  t o  say t h a t  t h e  a t t a c k  of t h e  14th necessi-  

99 
iv Box 4 ,  1105)0 J n l  0 16 Jun; and 

l t r  L t  Col Srant ,  GHQ G-3 fit 2nd Dlv Aqy t o  Col Fox Conner. GHg G-3, 18 Jun 
(2nd Div Box 30)" on French economy o f  ammoa 

Cf. Diary o f  4th B r i  3 Jun (2nd 

loo A German confirmation o f  t h e  ine u a l i t y  seem8 t o  appear on Combat Rpt, 
(Wu Diar ies  37 where f o r  t h e  period 18-30 Jun it i s  

ery fought one another qu i t e  intensely:  t h e  
loying blue and wllow oross gas s h e l l s  against  enemy a r t i l l e r y  fir- former e 

ing p o s i t  ? on8 end camps. 3x1 an average, tha f l r i n g  l a s t ed  2 h r s 0 "  



I have the honor t o  drtw your at*antioa t o  the neoessity tbaQ 8011) 
measures be takon t o  reply effeotively t o  %he yperlte bmbar8ment rhioh the  
enwty hrs just om&ed on the 2nd U-S- Dlvisioa a d  whish ha arn&s to wish  
t o  oontinue. 

The best m e w  seeas t o  be t o  reply t o  t h i s  type of attaak by s i m i l a r  

COM..~U&~~ I have the honor t o  a& p u  *hat 8ome yperlte she l l s  in 

m e p w o  

d f i o i S z i t  quantity be p l m d  at my diaposal t Q  be ~pployed on  the knom 
erumy positions in f ront  of us (in partioular, mods and bottma of valleys). 

If, a8 I h a w  hsard it said, the  l o t s  of yperite munitions are ready. 
I m o d  urgently ask you t o  assign soam to  ma in ria* OF the  eemrity of the  
attaok which t h s  Amerioan uni ts  have just been subjwted t o .  and whinh oon- 
t inues today.101 

T h e  next day, in a hrrios  N o t e  t o  the ertillery {premwambly. bvth 

French and Amerioan units), Gensral Naulln amid that hie q n a s k  for 7Fmm 

yperite she l l  roplld probably be granted, 

use " in immediate reprieal," in a barrage on slt.Il). t roops in the  ravine t o  

the  north of'Brusms, t o  the  south of  Dirry, a d  t o  the northeast of B d l e a u ,  

including the vi l lages  there. 

%en 1% arrived he would order i t s  

On t h e  17th, the order for repr isal  .RE isrusd, to be "meouted by the 

h t l l l e r y  of the 2nd 1,D.U.S." 

three-hour bombardment, mixed with 2,200 7- am9 16Sasa HE romda, OP four 

t a rge ts  in the  rarine from north o f  Brusaee Ferrs t o  aoufh of Divry and i n  

the area northrent of Bois de Bellenu. 

frw t he  depot at Davids end issued t o  the  sewn bat te r ies  of the  2nd FOB. 

Brigade In posit ion for the designated objeotiws.  

gin on telephone order of the X I  bluy C0l.p~. 

A t o t a l  o f  6,900 rounds muld be f i red i n  a 

The yperite shel ls  would be drawn 

The bombardment would be- 

102 

Reoords of the 2nd FoAo do not show receipt of t h i s  yperite, but that 

it was received at soae t i m e  eSter the  17th is clear, s h o e  approximately 

l o 1  
Translation from oopy i n  f o l .  2 1 s t  AC, Vol. 11, p. 64 (French Fi l e s  

Box 95). See CWS In te l  Bul G-12, 11 Jul ,  f o r  trans1 of Petain 's  oircular of 
29 May on the use of the new yperite shells. 
lo2 

AC file above, ppe 68-70. 
21st Corps d'Armee Order, 17 June (2nd Dlv Box 25, 32.7). A l s o  i n  21& 
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t h i s  allotment of yper i t e  was f i r e d  on 1 July, in t h e  a t t ack  , on Vaux, A 

sentenoe in Oenernl Naulim~s order o f  the  17th suggests why it was not f i r e d  

at once$ "This f i re  not being executed except a's immediate r e p r i s a l  f o r  nn 

enamy yper i t e  shoot, immediate not ice  w i l l  be given t o  t h e  Genernl Sta f f  of 

t h e  21st AoCo cf a l l  bombardment mnde by t h e  Germans with t h i s  gas.' 

Meanwhile, t h e  d iv i s iona l  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e d  what gas it had. "As a re- 

t a l i a t o r y  measure f o r  gas thrown on t he  Bois de Bellenu," said t h e  W a r  Diary 

for  t h e  14th. " the 12th FA has been asked t o  gas t h e  v i l l a g e  of G i v r y  and t h e  

deep ravine,..betreen G i v r y  and BoureschesoLL0The 17th FA w a s  a l s o  asked t o  

put soma heavy , she l l s  in to  Torcy and t h e  Chateau Bellenu-" lo3 Early on 16 

June, "4,000 #I9 gaa s h e l l s  were f i red i n t o  t h e  Bois de Rochets,,"lM as re- 

p r i s a l  fo r  gassing Lucy le Bocage, I t  caused, German pr isoners  later said,  

over 400 oasual t ies .  106 

I n  answer t o  Col. Mnlom's request  of t h e  15th for gasp t he  15th FoAo 

repl ied:  "100 gas t o  NE Bouresches are on t h e  way. 

1.ooO gas s h e l l s  (cyanogen) on Boche roods opposite our area. 

We are using tonight  over 

If t h e r e  is any 

103 

(see Analysis, below). 

104 

wqs no French gas deeignatsd #19. It may have been #9# martonite  (bromacetone), 
o r  considering the  quanti ty.  #4# Vinoennite (cyanogen), which the French dis- 
posed of t o  American artillery, s ince it was not considered an e f f e c t i v e  s h e l l .  
"The use of Vinoeanite is being abandoned by a l l  be l l ige ren t s ,  but  a t  t h e  pres-  
ent time it is sti l l  used by t h e  French, who occasional ly t u r n  such shel ls  over 
t o  Amerioln TrOOpae" 
cere  om t h e  Use of Qas Shell ,  CGO 1st Amy, 1 Oct 1918, p. 5, IID H i s t  Box 300). 

t o  CofS  5th C. 1 N w  (2nd Div Box 27, 33, Brief of Orders). 

105 

A p o s t w u  report by the 12th FA said it f i r e d  no gas a t  Chateau Thisr ry  

Note t h i s  t a r g e t  i s  nowhere near Naulin's des i  nations. Moreover, t h e r e  

(Pamphlet, Provis ional  Ins t ruc t ions  f o r  Artillery O f f i -  

For 00nm.nt on "a serfous th ing ,  t h i s  No. 9," see Message CofS 2nd Div 

Opna of 2nd FA Brig (Records 9 ) ,  
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i n fo rmat ioa tha t  you 0- give me r e l a t i m  t o  area8 in Boohe front line *ere 

oonatmotion i n  going on. I would Like t o  send some gas t h e r e  (M t o  CO 23rd 

I d ,  Booordn 5. 2Srd Inf).' 

consintent 

positions....Our art i l lery f i r e d  on rearward comamications and shelters w i t h  

strong su rp r i se  f i r e s .  including 500 rounds of blue cross.'lM 

Said a German report o f  t h i s  Iupriaalr u A t  night  

harassing fire on foonnrd pos i t ians .cegas  surprise fires on b a t t e r y  

- 

The relief rsguested by  Bundy on t h e  10th imperat ire  following 

t h e  gas  a t t a c k  of 14-15 June. 

7th Infantry, 3rd Diritlion and one b a t t a l i o n  from the 174th Infantry, French 

167th Division o w  into the 2nd Divieion's -tor t o  r e l e a s e  t h e  badly hur t  

Y o r i m  b a t t a l i o n s  far reorgani ta t ion  and rest. 107 A repor t  of inves t iga t ion  

by t h e  Division Inspeotor r a w a l s d  t h a t  t h e  gas bombardwnt, ooming on top of 

two weeks of s teady f ight ing ,  had reduced four Marine b a t t a l i o n s  t o  less than  

h a l f  t h e i r  normal strength. 

gas and HE oasua l t i e s ,  t h e  t h r e e  b a t t a l i o n s  of t h e  5 th  Xarinss had lost a 

t o t a l  of 45 o f f i c e r s  and 1,579 m n ;  t h e  2nd Battalion, 6th PLPrines had lost 

21 o f f i c e r s  and 836 men; aad t h e  1st Battal ion,  23rd In fan t ry  hsd l o s t  9 of- 

fioers and 121 man -- a t o t a l  of 75 o f f i c e r s  and 2,556 men in these  five bat -  

t a l i o n s  alone. 

Between 16-18 Jum,  three bathl ions  of t h e  

In t h e  period betvesn 1-16 June, as a r e s u l t  of 

108 

106 

Amex, W a r  Diaries 

107 
Rpt o f  Opna, 18-18 Jun; War Diary. 18 June 

108 
J n l  0, 17-19 J u n r  Similar  s t a t i s t i c s  in J n l  0,  2 9  Jun, said t h e  3rd 

an, 5th Marines, up t o  t h a t  t i m e  had l o s t  18 officers and 776 men, while the  
3rd En, 23rd Infantry,  had l o s t  18 o f f i c e r s  and 507 meno Accumulative re- 
plaasment da ta  6 h w  100 of f i ce r s  and 4.539 m n  vere received by t h e  2nd D i v  
between 8 Jun-10 Ju l .  
10 J u l ,  

2nd Morning Rpt, 2Eth Gren Inf Div, 10~45 asmo, 16 Jun (Item 223. 3rd 

MS h i s t ,  p a  2 3  (2nd Div 3ox 8) and W a r  Diary, 13 Jun- 
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. 

The two depleted and exhausted op?osing forces continued t o  asaai l  one 

another as t h e  2nd Division held i t s  l i n e  from t h e  east base o f  B i l l  142- 

north of Lucy 1s Bocage-Hill 169-Bouresches-Triangle-Bois d e s  Clerembauts- 

north of b ~ o n n e a u x . ~ ~ ~  For t h e  next five days enemy i n f a n t r y  a c t i o n  was negli-  

ble while t h e  Germans clung tenac ious ly  t o  t h e  ungassed northern and eastern 

p a r t s  of Belleau Wood. and after two days of fierae a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  inoluding 

some gas she l l ,  it too slaokened off. 

cons t ruc t ing  trenoh-norks b a t t e r y  eqlaoement  s, and extending h i s  network of 

camouflage, while 2nd Division a r t i l l e r y  f i r e d  des t ruo t ive  and hmass ing  

missions d a i l y  on enemy crossroads, b a t t e r y  pos i t ions ,  and suspected t roop 

areas. 

The enemy began se r ious ly  t o  d ig  in. 

110 

On 16 June, Corps Conta admitted t h a t  it, as well as t h e  a t t a c k  ele- 

ments of 7 t h  Amy. had been stopped cold i n  t h e  d r i v e  towards Paris, Wen it 

published a 7 th  Army summary dated 13 June looking back t o  earlier successesc 

"The main o f f e n s i r e  of t h e  7 th  Arm& oowenced on May 27, has come t o  an end 

.... The severe defea t  of t h e  opponeut,-..is evident  i n  t h e  loss of all h i s  

pos i t ions ,  his m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l  stores, between t h e  Aisne and Marne, as well 

as i n  t h e  loss  of about 60,000 p r i sone r s  and 830 gunsOq..The d iv i s ions  w i l l  

e s t a b l i s h  and a l l o o a t e  themselws  f o r  t h e  oont ro l  of t h e  area t h a t  has  beea 

won. "111 

109 
War DiPry. 17 Jun, 

110 
SO1 72, 20-21 June 

111 
Corps Order 631, noon, 16 Jun (Item 220, 3rd h e x ,  W a r  Diaries 2). 



IR its r.ports of hrraesbg missions, t h e r e  is no raced of 2nd Division 

Sstlllery firtng uj gas h e l l  on the night  of 16-17 Juare, p t  a 26th Division 

be t t a l lon  00eb.t repor t  for t h e  17th saids "From mi lg  u n t i l  s u l y  lotning 

tho  enemy shelled the  woods oooupied by t h e  battalion aontimrously and pro- 

Purely n l t h  gas. 

l o s s e ~ . ~  

PI-tlllery with t h e  division. In any e w n t ,  rstafiation 1 ~ s  ratft. *om l i d -  

night t o  4r00 a.ao on 17 Juae, 400 10- Rlk and 6.s shells fell on the Bois 

des Clsrambruts, rhtle 1,200 EE and g(LB s h e l l s  (77, 105, 15onm) struck the  

area of La Cease P e r m ,  t o  the left of t h e  nod, As of 6:M, Earno on the 17th, 

71 rounded. 42 gassed, and 4 gas6ed and rounded had been courrted. 

Bsraral direct h i t s  by gas shslls onuosd cunsidemble 

&gain it may be assumed that *is was s gss shout by t he  French 

113 

Contir iuiq the ixrterrittent day and ni&t bunberdment of Z d  Dirislon 

posi t ions  with gas and HE, 140 gas-filled 105s -re fired into t h e  Bois de la 

Maretts on t h e  night of 17 June, and Y ~ r f g n y  RM bsnbwded x i tb  gan I& 7040 

the  aext morning. Bstwen 1tOO and 6sOO pose un 18 June, 100 EE and gns 105s 

f e l l  i n  the  Boir des Clerembbutts, md -on 6rG5 and LlsOO p.men 1110 HE and 

g l s - f i l l e d  77s r~ 105s in t h e  ~ o i s  ds IS Yarette 

ported ceptur8d turioan prisoners as raying t h e r e  had been "considercbls CPSU- 

al t fes  i n  the  WtilhWy Ioontud mar Y o r i g n y , "  M -11 as p ~ ~ o n g  2nd Mviaion 

horses. 

The ~ a -  re- 

A flurry of reports t h a t  t h e  Germans were again massing for an 

112 
2nd Bn, 110th Grea (It- 72-76, doc. 30, tkr Dfnries 31, 

113 
SO1 68. 16-17 Jun; ltpt of Opns, 17 Jun. 

114 
SO1 69. 70, 17-19 Jum 

I n t e l  Rul 9, 28th Dir, 28/27 Jun (Itsm 189. 5th Annex, W a r  Diaries 2)0 
115 
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a t t a c k  on t h e  Bois de Bellow r e su l t ed  in  an order t o  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  t o  put  

d o m  heavy oonoentrations of HE on Olvry a t  7800 porno on t h e  18th. and gas 

on t h e  Bola do Roohets- No fu r the r  d e t a i l s  oocura nor word of t h e  at tack.  

Only oooasional rounds of gas s h e l l  opmo i n t o  t h e  2nd Division seotor  

during t h e  next several days. 

30th Engineers (F ir& Q.s Regimest) ar r ived  i n  t h e  sector .  

t o  t h e  d iv i s ion  was apparent ly t h e  r e s u l t  of Grant's letter o f  t h e  15th. when 

mans cf r e t a l i a t i o n  were being sought f o r  t h e  reoent gassing; 

Puring t h e  lull on 19 June, t h e  1st Bat ta l ion ,  

I t s  attaohment 

I have taken up matter of 2 oompanies of gas throwers wi th  General 
Bunday (sic) and Chief of S ta f f ,  request ing t h a t  t h e y  a s c e r t a i n  from 21St 
Corps whether French desire t h e i r  use on t h i s  front.  No decis ion  from Corps 
has been oomuaioated t o  ma 
reoo~mwnd t hey  be s e n t . . . . ~ o t e  added on t h e  16tht$ave been wait ing unti l  
after 12800 t o  f i n d  o u t  from Corps regarding use of gas throwers....no r ep ly  
ya t  reoeired. l l7  

but  Brown t h i n k s  t h e y  ni h t  be usefbl and I 

The Firat ffas Regiment took no p a r t  i n  t h e  subsequent operat ions of t h e  

d iv is ioa ,  

later, "The gas and flame servioe was omnipresent but had no opportunity t o  

operatets;"118 

and, l a t e r ,  t h e  26th Diviaion: 

As a 23rd Infantry r epor t  was t o  say o f  t h e  Regiment some time 

The Regiment i tself  sa id  of i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  t h e  2nd Division 

Working with  t h e  2nd and 26th American Divisions, reconnaisanoem were 
ca r r i ed  o u t  by o f f ioe r s  of Companies B and D on t h e  sec to r s  opposite Vaux. 
Bois de Belleau, Bellenu Village, Bouresohes, and Torcyo Projec t  r epor t s  for 
gas operat ions were submitted for bombardmelrt o f  su i t ab le  t a r g e t s  i n  these 
seotors ,  m d  olearance was obtained for a pro jec to r  operat ion with emplace- 
ments  near Valrr and t a r g e t s  i n  t h e  Bois de Brulets and Bois do Rochets. b i n g  

116 
Rpt, Opus of 2nd FA Brig (Reoords 9), 

117 

AEF 6 3 ,  15 Jun (2nd Div Box 30)0 

118 

L t r ,  L t  Col Grant, Opns Sec GS ( a t  2nd Div Hq) t o  Col Fox Conner, GHQ 

Rpt of Opns, 1-7 Nov ( b o o r d a  7) .  



t o  the  reoelpt of orders f o r  a general attack, t h i s  operation was crncellsd 

And elsonheres 

by Corps. 

Targets for projbOtOr operations existod and projeota plalmsd, but wing 
t o  uarottled oendltiona u d  t o  t he  ohm@% aop1.d. olearuures not obtained 
un t l l  a few days before the attaok ( i o e s n  the 2nd ba t t l e  of the  Marno, on 18 
July). Cmoellod a t  last momant, due t o  order8 f o r  a general admnoe. Gas 
troops used as r a m r ~ ~ s  and er on road work. After 1 July, used for smoke 
a d  t h e m i t  011 MOhig  1% 

Of a priBOtpa1 mapon Of gas troops. ';I% Stokes mortar, lmioh by then 

had been oonrerted t o  HE fire as well, a Marina rqport saidr 

Mortar wry useful againat machiso gun mats when nest is located. n120 A 

seoond Marine account contradicted this :  

battalion bu t  no opportunity was found for t h e i r  ~ s e ~ " ' ~ '  

!'a Stokes 

"Stokes Mortars were carried by the 

In the  l u l l  after the 1&h, enemy aerial ac t iv i ty  increased nnd sniping. 

maohine gun flre, and artillery exohongas continuod on both sides, with the 

pr i rc ipa l  target  of the division the Bois de Belleau, i t s  northern seotor 

still 0Smnmd.d by O.rrumaohins  gun nestr. Severs1 attempts made by the 

7th Infantry, at111 a t t a o h d  t o  the Division. t o  take these wsts on 20-21 

June ware beaten baok. but ether elements of the  7th Infantry made cmrcll 

grins betweem the top of  the  woods and t h e  extreme lei% of  t h e  Division 800- 

t o r .  On the  night of 2 1  June. the  3rd Battalion. 6th Yarines returned t o  

the Bois de Belleau relie-riag one of  the  7th Infa&ry uni ts ,  and t he  fight f o r  

7 
MS H i s t  O f  CWS AEF Flrat 0 .6  Re ~ F't. 111, "The Chateau Thierry-Vesle 

50s also Fries a d  West pp. Jua SO t o  Sap 12," sea- 3. p. 1 95- %? 
120 

1 2 1  

These mortars, hOmTer, were used b the 23rd Infantry i n  i t s  assauiz in VPUX~ 
See memo, CO 23rd Inf for Q-2 QRQ dFS 2 Jul (2nd D i r  Box 6 2 ) -  

apt of Opm, 2nd Bn, 5th MarD 2-16 Jun (Reoords 7),  

Memo rp t  t o  CO of inspection of 1st En, 5th Mar, 19 Jun (Records 7)0  

122 
J n l  0, 20 Jum. 



123 
t h e  wood oontinued but without suooessa 

t h e  2nd Dlvislon were reported for 21-22 June, t h e  Report of Operations oover- 

ing those days aald t h a t  80 gassed and wounded were evacuated on t h e  21&, and 

78 gasaed and rounded were evaouated on t h e  22d, including 5 gas cases from 

t h e  7 th  Infantry. 

Although no gas a t t acks  against 

A t t r i t i o n  in t h e  German Forces 

If, as a Oerman in ter rogat ion  r epor t  said,  “Marine Regiments o f  t h e  

2nd Dir ls ion  were unable [to oapture t h e  remaining por t ion  of Belleau WccdJ 

due t o  t h e  f requent ly  admitted high c a s u a l t i e s  they  had suffered. n124 t h e  

enemy u n i t s  now opposite t h e  2nd Division began t o  repor t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time 

t h a t  they  t o o  were suffering from depleted ranks (Map NO. 6 ) 0  

Alrays r e luc tan t  t o  admit t o  high b a t t l e  casual t ies ,  and still more re-  

h o t a n t  t o  reoord gas oases, t he  Germans had nevertheless been hu r t  at Chateau 

Thierry. 

buted t o  a mysterious gas poisoning of t h e i r  troopso From t h e  “symptoms o f  

t h e  disease,”  a German report of 6 June had said, ” t h e  auspioion p r e v a i l s  t h a t  

t roops h a w  been poisoned by the blue c ross  gas which was f i r e d  i n t o  Chateau- 

Thierry. The .symptoms were desoribed as i r s i t a t i o n  of t h e  muoous membrane of 

mouth and t h r o a t  cavity, d i f f i c u l t y  of breathing, “ s t i t c h e s “  in t h e  ohest, 

stomach trouble,  d iar rhea  (occasional ly bloody). pa ins  i n  j o i n t s ,  headaohes 

and On t h e  13th it was reported t h a t  6 o f f i c e r s  and over 100 

1 2 3  

124 

The high inoidence of evaouations f r o m t h e i r  lines was first a t t r i -  

~ 

Jn l  0, 22 June 

I n t e r  Rpt. 21 Jun (Item 166. 4th Annex, War Diar ies  2). 

Rpt, CO 3rd Bn 44Znd Inf. 231st Div (Item 216 doc 73, War Diar ies  4).  
12 5 

T o t a l  oasualti&ks aiv rrbn I A p r - J v  JW were i a t s r  repommi as 315‘ k i l l e d .  
1609 wounded, 1786 sick,  147 m i s s i  
231st Div Surgeon, doc 71, War Diazgs 4), 

- No gas casua l t i e s  were reported (Rpt of 
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men of t h e  460th Infantry had f a l l e n  s i ck  on 11 and 1 2  June, seemingly from 

a f t e r e i f e a t s  of gas reoeived o q  9 June. Combat p m e r  o f  t h e  regiment, as a 

r e s u l t ,  had been reduced ' to t h e  l O r e s t ~  ~ 1 2 6  

As General Baulin requested t h e  new French ype r i t e  f o r  t h e  2nd Division 

on 15 June, it had already been f i r e d  by other  French a r t i l l e r y  units facing 

t h e  7th Army, a8 an order of t h e  15th indica tess  "The French aree as a 

new development, using a gas rllioh i s  somewhat s tronger and has an  appreoi- 

able more p e r s i s t e n t  effect  than  t h a t  h i t h e r t o  usedooo.The gas is hardly  

noticeable at  t h e  beginning of a bombardment; t h e  t roops  w i l l  t he re fo re  

e a s l l y  be surprised and...must.++.be warned t o  count on gas i n  every a r t i l l e r y  

bombardment* 

must henceforth assume t h e  highest  importance. 

da te  repeated t h e  warnings 

l a t e l y  t h e  e m q r  has been using a new type of gas0...It is impossible now t o  

remain i n  gassed areas f o r  extended periods without t h e  gas mask as was t h e  

p rac t i ce  here tofore  without r i sk ing  oneis  life. 

"127 
Gas protec t ion  and gas d i sc ip l ine ,  t h e  a order went on, 

A brigade order  on t h e  same 

"I am again a a l l i n g  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

" 128 

f 2 6  __. 

460 Inf (237th Div t o  244th Inf Brig (Item 198, doc 82, W a r  Diaries 4). 
E r n s t  Otto, p..  &s t h e  o w b a t  s t rength  of t h e  237th Div (mlnus machine 
gun and mortar crews) as followac - 

460th I d  21 o f f i c e r s  575 men ?xrxTir 12 o f f i c e r s  429 men 
a62nd I d  14 o f f i c e r s  478 men 

Tha t  day 58 NCOs and 150 men wre t&en  Prom t h e  d iv i s iona l  t r a i n s  and p u t  i n  
the l i ne ,  

127 
Item 179, 179th In f  Brig, War Diar ies  3 0  

128 
55th Inf B r i .  (Item 178, 40th f i s  Rent, War Diar ies  2 ) o  





by 202 officers, 

re l ie f  oanoelled and most  of i t s  elements baok i n  the line. the - 28th reportedo 

"The severe losses and the many canes of siokness of the past  few weeks ham, 

further dimininhed the ocrmbat value o f  the  Divisional1 

meager, for it was s t i l l  short 194 officers,  2249 men, and 280 horses, and 

was badly in need of  four wweks' res t .  133 A report on the combat effective- 

ness c f t h e  28th on 4 July declared8 

then 3.000 meno" 

than six weeks for rest and reorganization. 

badly mauled by the 2nd American, but it could not be permitted t o  leave the 

2,938 mend and 300 (92%) horses. 132 A week la ter ,  w i t h  i t s  

Replacements rere 

"Casualties since 27 May amount t o  more - 
It was  still short 207 officers,  and nor required no l e s s  

The 28th Division had been 

line. 

On 2 1  June. Corps Conta was relieved as a oonnnand unit and Corps Schoeler 

(VIIth Army Corps) assumed direction of i t s  foroes, comprising the 5th Guard, 

the 87th and 201st Infantry Divisions, with the newly arrived 4th Ersatz - 
Division and the battered 28th i n  temporary reserveo Corps Schoeler explained - 
why Corps C o d a  had fa i led  i n  i t s  mission t o  reach its defensive objectives; 

732 

War Diariep 2). I n  additivn t o  askranke there  undoubtedlywas an epidemic 

Reinhardt, C o f S ,  7th Army9 l a t e r  sa id  t ha t  "on 7 July, each and every division 
of the en t i re  German Seventh counted npt l ess  than from 300 t o  2000 men 

Doubleday, Doran, 192g9 pp. 98-99), 

133 

Combat Value of the  Divisions, 28th Div, 20 Jun (Item 236, 4 t h  Annex, 

of grippe in the  German Armies i n  +. e summer of 1918, General Walter 

str icken with grlppe (As They Saw Us, ed. G. S. Viereck, NYs 

Ibid.. 27 Jun ( I t e m  163, 6th Annex, War Diaries 2 ) ,  

Ibid., 4 J u l  (Item 222, 6th Annex, War Diaries 2 ) ,  

- 
134 
- 
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"The high o a s u l t i e s  of t he  last ba t t l e s  w e a r  %n part  t o  be due t o  the faat 

t ha t  our infantry oontinws t o  nuaa too thickly at t h e  f ront  and has not 

suffioiomt dis t r ibut ion in depth....The importarrt thing is soonomicetion of 

our forom. *1s6 That anme dny, 28 June, Corpr Wombr issued its new plan 

of Defense in depth.136 
I 

It nms t o  prove timoly. 

Tho O.6 &ttnok of June 23-24 and the  Capture of Belleau Wood 

Returning now t o  t he  battle-weary 2nd Division side of the llne, In- 

tel l igenoe reported l a t e  in the  month t h a t  the Quwan order of ba t t l e  from 

Toroy t o  Vnur oolllprised the 6th hard Division, the  87th Division, and the  

201d Division. tho 402nd Regiment o f t h e  l a t t e r  opposite Van. i t s  401st 

Regiment opposite Hill 204, and i ts  4031.6 Regiment a t  Chateau Thierry, j u s t  

outside the  2nd Diviaion sootor. 

slot betmen the  87th and 201st. 

I_ 

The 28th w a s  then on i t s  way baok t o  the  - 
- 7 

A h o a t  continuously on 22-23 June, Osnaan troops were seen moving in 

large foroes north and northenst o f  Belleau and i n f i l t r a t i n g  in00 the  wood 

from the  Bellem-Bouresohoa rond. 

t he  r igh t  aald on 25 June t ha t  a large-soale assault w i t h  a shock division 

had been p l n a m d  f o r  thn t  day but was called off.)138 

(A G e m  demrter  t o  t he  &enoh lines on 

To b r e d  up these 

Corps Hq t o  D i r  Conds, 8th Guard. 87th Inf 28th Inf, 2 0 1 d  Inf, 4th - Ersatc Diva, 29 J w  (Item 228, 6th A n n e x m a r -  

136 ... 

Corps. Hq 8th Army 29 Jun (Items 1-2, 382nd Inf, 4th Er Div, W a r  - Diaries 3)a 

137 
SO1 77, 25-26 J U n o  

138 
FB fr  2nd Bureau, loth CAC, 3 p.mos 25 June 

* !  



foroes  and prepare for another at taok,  2nd Division 

s teady f i re  on t h e  top  of t h e  wood and t h e  enemyfs baok a reao  With t h i s  pre- 

para t ion ,  t h e  Srd Battnl ion,  6 th  Yulnes lnunohed a strong nttnok agains t  t h e  

northern part of Belleau Wood a t  7800 p.mo on t h e  23rd0 

deolsive. A s  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  oonnander sa id t  

a l t e r n a t e  gun pos i t i ons  and many gunso 

I know of no o the r  way of a t taoking  these  pos i t i ons  with ohanoe O f  suooess 

t han  t h e  one attempted (iono, rushing t h e  nests by combat groups) and am Of 

t h e  opinion t h a t  i n fan t ry  alone cannot dislodge t h e  enemy punso 

a r t i l l e r y  put  down a 

The a t t aok  was in- 

"The enemy seems t o  h a w  unlimited 

Each gun p o s i t i o n  oovered by otherso  

II 139 

Again, t h e  r e t a l i a t i o n  for t h e  a t t aok  was s w i f t o  J u s t  before  midnight 

on 23 June, German 77 and 1 0 5 ~ ~ ~  b a t t e r i e s  began t o  pour gas and KE i n t o  the  

southern p a r t  of t h e  Bois de Belleau and around Lucy, 

night ,  Bourbelin, just east o f t h e  Bois des Clerembauts, on t h e  9th In fan t ry  

f r o n t ,  was h i t  wi th  40 77m yperite she l l s ,  and 600 105mm y p e r i t e  s h e l l s  

f e l l  in t h e  Bois itself,  fo rc ing  evacuation of t h e  t r o o p s  there.  

3100 nnd 4r00 a L . m o p  almost 1,000 8Bmm y p e r i t e  s h e l l s  f e l l  among 23rd Infant ry  

and 5 th  YG B a t t a l i o n  t roops  a t  La Cense Ferme, west of  C l e r e m b a u t ~ ~  

German repor t  oonf imed the gas bombardments 

I n  t h e  hour a f t e r  mid- 

Between 

140 A 

"Destruct ive f i r e  on Lucy le 

r39 
F?d CO 3rd Bn. 5th Mar t o  CO 5th  Mar, 24 Jun (Records 7), 

SO1 75, 23-24 Juni  a p t  Opns, 24 Jun; Rpt on Gas Attaok, sera 18, re- 
140 

ports 3090 77m, 105arm, and 1SEmm mustard s h e l l s  i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  bombardment 
around midnight aga ins t  t h e  5 th  Marine, 9th and 23rd In fan t ry  sec to r s ,  oaus- 
ing 414 oasua1tles.= To t h i s  Spenoer (pp. 128, 133-135) adds 1800-2000 mustard 
s h e l l s  in t h e  m i d n i g h t  bombardment and during t h e  h o u r s s  follow-up f i r e  at 
4r00 aom0,  causing 186 gas oasua l t i e s  in t h e  23rd Inf, 43 in t h e  5 th  MG Bn. and 
154 i n  t h e  9th Info This  apparent dupl ioa t ion  o f  reports appears again on p. 
136 when he r e p o r t s  another 3000 mustard gas rounds a t  midnight, 25 June, re- 
s u l t i n g  i n  350 o a s u a l t i e s  i n  t h e  9th and 23rd Info 

Hanslian (pp. 102-104) quotes the  arty order  f o r  t h e  gas  shoots and re- 
ports a t o t a l  of  4100 y l l o w  cross s h e l l s  i n  t h e  a t k  on t h e  morning o f  t h e  
24th 
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Booage. Frmn 12830 aomo poison gas shelling with yellow 01'08s shells  on the 

woods of Clemmbauts. Triangle, le Thiolet, l a  Cense, .ad Virray Farm. T h i s  

was fol lorrd by syrtsmcrtio gas sin^;."^^^ The syrtmn$io follm-up gassing 

oontinued until nll over 4,000 murtrrd gas ahells h d  been f i r e d  by the 

l ight  and heavy v t i l l e r y  of the 28th Division. 

The 8erfoumess of  the gas bombardment was not a t  first reoognised. 

A t  l l c 3 0  aemo on the  24th, a ooqmny commander of the  23rd Infantry sa id  of 

his gas oases: 

the seoond gas attaok t h i s  morning; they are therefore marked not i n  l i ne  

Of duty. n142 

the afternoon o f t h e  24th was the  serious nature o f t h e  a t tack known., A t  

7r40 p.m. t h a t  awning, 162 oaaes had been reported and Col. Yalone sent the 

following message t o  Brig. Gem. Lewis at Dm@lnr 

some oasea f o r  8 hours and on the average f o r  about 4 hours. 
shortage of offioers with the troops masks were i n  same oases prematurely 
removed espeoially by the t roops  reoently arrived. 
h a w  been used. The forward line is now l igh t ly  held and the troops 
muoh disposed as r d e t y  w i l l  permit. Urgently request replacements. 

A mesaage from a machine gun oomprny of the 23rd Infantry saidr 

gas attaoks l a s t  night and t h i s  morning I ham M t  enough men t o  man ny guns 

and hold the positionron1144 

"Casualtier, wereo..men~.oobserpsd without masks just a f i e r  

Rot u n t i l  a repor t  of at least a hundred gas  oases was made on 

Troops 'ION) mowd t o  avoid the e f feo ts  of gas and masks were worn i n  
Due t o  t he  

Mustard only appeared t o  

1%" as 

"hftar the  

141 
Daily rpt, 23/24 Jun, 28th Div (Item 26, 4th Anne%, W a r  Diaries 1). 

R4 E-2 t o  CO 2Srd Inf (23rd Info Reoorda, 5). 

FM CO 23rd Inf t o  CG 3rd Brigo 

Daily Roo of  Events, CO YO Co 23rd Inf t o  CO 23rd Inf & Co 5th YO Bn, 

142 

143 

144 

24 Jun (Reoords 7 ) .  
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The Report of Operations ,on the  24th l i s t ed  104 wounded and gassed from 

the  9th and 23rd Infantry and 13 fromthe 7th Infantry. 

t ions  l a t e r  t ha t  day oorrehed the figures t o  152 gas casualt ies in the  9 th  

Infantry, 162 in the  25rd, .nd 25 in the  5th MG Battalion. 

Offioer subsequently reported 1 officer and 42 men gassed as a resul t  of 

taking t h e i r  masks off a n e r  four hours, then sleeping in the gassed area. 

The Journal o f  Opera- 

The 5th YG Gas 

. 
On the  25th, the Journal o f  Operations oounted 68 wounded and 417 

gassed in the 24-hour period ending 6100 a.ma on the 25th. 

had been removed t o  the  drqssing s ta t ion  a t  Bazu le Ouery, five kilometers 

A11  gas oases 

back o f  the front line, and then evacuated t o  the  Division Gas Hospital a t  

Luzancy, eight kilometers beyond Bezu. 

The Yedioal Director of the  Gas Service, reporting on the  attaok, said 

t ha t  many of the  casualt ies had resulted from individual carelessness and 

poor oompany gas disoipline. There was some extenuation. perhaps. in t he  

fact  t ha t  a l l  the  troops were t i r e d  after three  weeks o f  aombat. 

lar hazard, in mnny of the  oasess he said, was the  poor protection provided 

by company dugouts. which in some instances had been l i t t l e  more than gas 

traps. 14' Another report said t he  discipline of replacements had been poor 

f o r  they had remained in t he  gassed area, showing ignorance of  the persist-  

enoy of  mustard. 

masks had been removed too  soon., 

A par t im-  

But moat cases had resulted when after three hours gas 

. 146 

145  
L t  Col H. L. Gilohrist t o  C Gas Serv, 1 Jul ,  Rpt on Second Serious Gas 

Attack in 2nd Dip (GAP-2s). 

14 6 
Rpt  on Gas Attack, se ro  18, 9th  Id, 24 Jun (GAF-2A). 
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the  posit ion.  with l i t t l e  opposition (see Map No. 7). 

in t h i s  deo i s iv s  notion were reported as 160 %ena 

The Marine oasualt ies 

149 

After l igh t  gnssing by the  emmy of t he  Bois do Bellenu earlier on t he  

night o f t h e  2&h, b&ween 8~30 md 11830 p a o  ovur BOO mustard-filled 77s 

fell on the  Bu Gobert, north of Xaison Blanche, Betreen lot20 and llrlO p.me, 

the  men of Paris Fewe was also bombarded with gas. i n  an e f fo r t  t o  neutral- 

ize t he  ba t t e r i e s  there. 

through 600 yards of reoently mustardised terrain, t he  troops. it was  re- 

ported, mre t h e i r  masks and esoaped oasualties. 

in the  area did not, f o r  onsualties t h a t  day were recorded as 42 munded end 

12 gassed. 

- Although a Marine ba t ta l ion  was foroed t o  maroh 

Other unidentified troops 

150 

Up t o  1 July, t he  2nd Division had advanoed i t s  f ront  at some points 

approxlmately t w o  kilometers and had taken more than 2,000 prisoners and more 

than 90 maohins guns, minelaerfers, and automatic rifles. 15’ But it had been 

paid for, 

The Taking of Vaux 

With the  final capture of the  Bois de Bellenu on 25 June, plans long 

urged by the  Rsnoh Higher Command were s e t  i n  motion. 

t o  oapture Vurx a s  soon as possible, while t h e  153rd French Infantry on t h e  

The 2nd Division was 

249 

150 

Hnnslirn, p p ~  105-106, reports  lo00 ye l low cross rounds f i r ed  by 87th Div 
arty, but omits casualties, as does Spencer, I. 138. 

151 

SO1 77, 78, 25-27 Jun; J n l  0, 25-26 Jun; Fbf fr  Div Surg, 9 aBmo, 26 Jun. 

901 78, 26-27 Jun; Rpt of Gas Attack, sere 19, 29 Jun; J n l  0, 27 Jun. 

Rpt, Opns of  2nd FA Brig (Records 9). 
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r i g h t  of t h e  d iv l s ion  was t o  r t t a o k  H i l l  204 and Chateau Thierry i t s e l f .  

In p r e p v s t l o n  f o r  t h e  a s sau l t  on Yam, aoheduled f o r  1 July, ambush and 

r e o o m i s s a n o e  p a t r o l s  went out from all units of t h e  2nd Division, and de- 

s t r u c t i v e  .nd harassing f ires f r o m t h e  b a t t e r i e s  were stepped upo 

tion B u l l e t i n  issued on 29  June described in d e t a i l  t he  v i l l a g e  of Vau and 

i t s  82 houses b u i l t  of flint stone, 

Division w a s  sa id  t o  oooupy t h e  area around Vaux, with two b a t t a l i o n s  in 

reserve. while a s ingle  company of  137 men, of which 90 were combat troops, 

occupied t h e  v i l l a g e  itself. 

a oomplsx of tank  t r a p s  and strong barr ioades,  and nine machine gun sites had 

been looated in and on t h e  parimeter o f  Vaux, Elements o f  t renches  and num- 

b e r s  of machine gun and r i f le  p i t a  were known t o  be along t h e  road east of 

Vaux, and t h e  wooded areas t o  t h e  north were fully f o r t i f i e d  and manned, with 

a t  l e a s t  fiw b a t t e r i e s  of 77s. 

An Informa- 

h b a t t a l i o n  of t h e  402nd Regiment, - 201& 

Both roads in to  Varn were sa id  t o  be held with 

152 

As 2nd Division p a t r o l  a c t i v i t y w a s  stepped up on 29-30 June, enemy ar- 

t i l l e r y  f i re  g r e a t l y  increased and was answered with harassing and counter- 

b a t t e r y  f i r e .  

pos i t ion  on t h e  n ight  of 30 June and waited in concealment, "but without ade- 

quate proteot ion,  f o r  15  hours under a heavy bombardment before begiMing t h e  

The a t t a c k  t roops  of the 23rd and 9th In fan t ry  moved i n t o  

attaok. In s p i t e  of these  d i f l i c u l t i e s ,  t h e  a t t aok  moved with meohanical per- 

fection, with no f au l t  of l ia i son .  and was oa r r i ed  t o  i t s  oonolusion with oom- 

p l e t e  suooesson 153 

1 5 2  
Info B u l  preceding 501 80. 

153 

of  23rd I d ,  J u l  1, 1918 (2nd Div B o x  62, 33.6 Rpt of Opns). 
SO1 61, 29-30 Jun; memo CO 23rd Inf f o r  G-2 CWQ AEF, 2 Jul ,  sub8 opns 
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& 5800 pm. 011 JUW, t f r s  Usll’lary prrparation f B T  t h e  &t& on 

Vaul b o w  mi& th. bobuWnt of 3ill 2w -3 Mos villqg. itwlf. 

8- how 

a t o n e a t  of P$m on ula r io in i tg  o f  &mzmanx d H i l l  2wL. 

are4 soutb of ftre Sois do P.lluy 4 4  &hen thu fro& lines i n  the vioiai ty  of 

Bouresohra an8 the Bolois do. Clesimbmta wora wept wi th  shell .  I t  was by far 

the  g m + , e r t  oonomrtratlon of fin of thu csap.Lga, as an estimateA 21,500 

shell.  from Ik- 77.. 105.. and 150s pwnrd into the area before Il.rur. 

the  oounter-offezmlm prspu&tion, the enury “ y s . s d  n l l  woadad are86 near 

the  front,’ inalpding 500 r o d .  of laurrtaJ‘d gra md phosgene in and around 

v8UX a lE4 0-r 33,OOO Myda o f  HE md gur fe l l  on tha t  oormr alone of the 

2nd Diri.lon .sotar, 

A t  t h s  

1 July the  enemy aolmt.rdffaru1p. pmpmatioa ulsrersd, with 

Soon &or, t h e  

I n  

After tb divis iorul  a r t i l l e ry  prapamtlon of 500 rounds per hour f o r  

mom than -1- hour.. including n tht.a-hmu gas s h s l l i n g  Prom four ba t te r ies  

of the 16th F . L  on the roods northead of at 6800 p.18- on 1 July a 

bat ta l ion  maoh fra tbe 23rd a d  9th X a f d r y  attaoked the line Vnw-Bola do 

1. Booha. 

vi l lage put up little defense before fleelng into the nearby Bois dss Rochets. 

The C ~ O M  fight- was of short duration, aad oonsolidation o f  the  posit ion 

began an hour a d  a h a l f  a f t e r  t he  assault. 

%or-. emerging from t h e  houwr i n  the u t t e r ly  demolished 

Six German off icers  and 454 men, - 
801 82, 8s. 30 Jun-2 Jul. 

155 

6000 7- *rite &ells bstrsen lt00-5r00 p a e  bn 1 J u l  ( I d  on ltr OC Arty 
t o  CG 2nd FA Brig, 19 J m  19, subs Info requested by CWS U F O  

Inf (Item 264, 28th Dir, 6th Ammi, War Diaries 2). 

I@*, Opn. of 2nd FA Brlg. A poshnz rpt by the  15th PA said it f i r ed  

PVD H i s t  Box 
300, 33.6). 

Boon rpt, 2 J u l ,  20l& Div shhcmra 19 gas O a S U a l t i S S  on 1-2 Jul in 402nd - - 
- 57 - 



most of them routed from t h e  c e l l a r s  of the leveled houses, were taken  pr i soner ,  

along wi th  six heavy md eighteen l i g h t  machine guns.156 I n  contrast .  t h e  

French a t t a c k  on Hi11 204, to t h e  r igh t ,  f a i l ed .  

"Our losaes were very light" i n  t h e  Vaux ac t ion ,  said division repor ts ,  

wi th  one of f i ce r  and 45  men k i l l e d ,  6 o f f i c e r s  and 264 men wounded, and one 

o f f i c e r  and 11 men missing. 157 There was  no mention of gas casual t ies .  

heavy mnchlne gun barrage and a r t i l l e r y  fire, including bpproxfplstely 500 

phosgene s h e l l s  i n  the ravine frop Vaux to Monneam, preceded an ensmy 

counternt tack on Vnaux at  4115 

taok were reported inef fec tua l  by t h e  d iv is ion ,  t h e  Germans losing an addi- 

t i o n a l  o f f i c e r  and 140 men a s  prisoners. 150 

24-hour period ending 6r00 namo on 2 Ju ly  reported as 121 men wounded, 37 men 

gassed, and 2 officers n o d e d  md gassed, 

h 

on 2 July, but  both t h e  barrage and a t -  

Nevertheless, oasua l t l e s  for t h e  

159 

O v e r  in the Xarine sec to r  during t h i s  counterattack, a Gowan r epor t  

said, t h e r e  was " br i sk  r i f le  and machine gun fire on our pos t s  f a t  4r15 

a*moJ P a t r o l s  not iced enemy a c t i v i t y  at  t h e  nor th  edge of Belleau Wood, 

156 
J n l  0, 1 Jul.  

157 
SO1 83, 1-2 J u l ;  lrpt of Opns, 2 J u l o  

158 
The Goman r p t  on t h i s  gaesing i n  support of the  201st Div said;  "From 

3r00 aomo on blue crose  drenching floating-gas bombardments onMare t t e  Wood. 
At dawn barrage and des t ruc t ive  f i r e  waves. Today harassing fire on t h e  la 
Marette, Clerembauts, and l a  Croise t te  Woodso" (Daily Rpt f o r  1/2 Ju l ,  28th 
Div. Item 281, 6th  Annex, lbr Diaries 2).  Hanslian, p. 107, r e p o r t s  3 9 5 0  

and 2Olst Diva i n t o  the  Bois do La Marette 61ue cross shells f i r e d  by t h e  28th 
and Monneaux v a l l e y  beginning 2130 adno, 2 July, and 1130 yellow c ross  and 
1203 blue and green cross  rounds i n t o  those areas  at noon 4 J u l  -- but  cannot 
j u s t i f y  Spencer's data,  ppo 139-143, showing 8000 gas s h e l l s  on 1,2,3 July,  
producing 177 oasunl t ies .  

- 

2nd Div records  agree wi th  ne i ther .  

159 
SO1 84, 2-3 Julo 



f a l l e n t r e e s  uul o the r  obrtaoler p1ao.d opponi%e the  right w i r y  of our sector. 

Our a r t i l l e r y  la id  haransing f i r .  all night on Belloau Wood and rear areas. 

Ennqy artillery shelled our ba t tm~ios  with gar and harariing Pire (we Yap 
160 no. e)," 

"Toward8 lor00 p a 9 "  on 2 July a Prenoh a r t i l l e r y  unit semi t o  have 

,1161 f i r ed  "about 80 gas shell# medim oaliber on t h e  ravine south of Bonne. 

Shortly after 11100 perno, t h e  omay v t i l l e r y  ro t r l i a tod  f o r  Yaw and Bonne 

with a b s t  6,000 mixod HIIL and gar s h r l l r  *long tho new 2nd Division f ront ,  

other gar on the Bola do la Urettr and Clerembautr, and on other sensit ive 

points as far nst as Lr Cenee Fame and Triatagle Ferns. 

ported6 

carried out ou Dois der Clermbauts. Thiolet, and the  adjoining farms. 

The Germans re- 

"From 12100 t o  2100 a.m. yellow oroia drenching boabardments were 

11 162 

Nith the first gas (heL18, Yaloar o f  the 23rd Infantry called h i s  

oompurierr '%e.p aasks on a11 night if moesiwy, dimpore your troops t o  

Be ou'eful of repet i t ion o f  attaok later in t he  morning. 

Job at dry bmJc (EM t o  E-1, 11845 perno, 2 

avoid results. 

Get disinfecting mu&. on 

Jul, Reoordr S)." 

continued t h e i r  intense fire, throwing r h o &  12,000 rounds of HE, in ad- 

d i t l o n t o  the gas, in to  t h e  divisional aeotor, with the heaviest f i r e  along 

tho now fronh At 6t00 8.a.. 3 July, 294 mon WOOPO reported woundede 

A l l  through the night of 2-3 July, the  OIrman bat te r ies  

163 

161 
Tole ooau, 87th I& Div t o  28th Div (Xtem 269, 6th  A m u ,  R u  Diaries 2). 

162 

Hanslian, pp. 104.110. reports L $as -ent of 4150 ysllor crow she l l s  by 
28th Div arCy beginnqng at midnight, 2-5 Jul ,  and c i t e s  t he  a r ty  order for th i s  
shelling o f  Clersmbruta and l a  Thiolet, 

SO1 84. 2-9 Jul ;  Norniag RpO, 28th Div, 3 J u l  (Item 271, 6th Annex). 

Jnl 0 2-3 Jul .  S enoars 1. 141, reporting 2MK, mustard gas shells from 169 
11803 p.m.-irOO aDmP, 2-t5 Jul, say8 4 1  men worn gasssd. \ - 59 - 
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1 

i 

On the morning of 3 July. emmy a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  slackened. only t o  resume 

l a t e r  i n  the day. 

treme right of the line warn gassed, with more than 1,500 rounds of yperite 

and phosgene 77s and 105s on the  Bois  do l a  Marette, 20 rounds of yperite on 

Beginning a t  11145 tha t  nieht all wooded areas on t h e  0%- 

I 

I the  Bois do l a  Booha, SO rounds of yperite on the B o i s  dea Clerembauts, and 

200 mixed HE, .hrapne1, and yperite on Bourbelin. Casualties reported for  

the  period ending 6100 aomm on 4 July were 2 off icers  and 30 men wounded, 

86 men gasaed. 
164 

On 4 July, t h e  long-awaited r e l i e f  of the  2nd Division ooarmenoed, as 

elements of the  SZnd Brigade, 26th Division, came in t o  replaoe the shatt'ere 

4th Brigade. Further r e l i e f  was postponed the next day when information was 

reoeived t h a t  a large-soale German attaok WRS about t o  be made somewhers i n  

the area between Reims and Chateau Thierry. That same day, the  5th, 2nd 

Division Intelligence reported a new German order of ba t t l e  opposite t he  

division. 

tellevlng a part  of the  87th the  87th was between Belleau and Bouresohes, -' - 
The 4th Ersatz Division WRS now between Bussiares and Belleau, 

t he  28th batwean Bouresohes 

rema pa r t l a l l y  oontradloted by Yap Hoe 8). 

and Vaux, and the 201st encircling Vaur.166 (This - - 

SO1 85, 3-4 J u l ;  Jn l  0, 4 Jul .  

165 
Jnl 0, 4 Jul;  W a r  Diary, 5 Jul ,  

166 
SO1 86, 4-6 Jul. 
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M i l l o r y  f i r e  returned t o  normal over the  week t h h t  f o l l m d  as the  2nd 

Division showed no disposition t o  be dislodged from Vaux. but gas she l l s  oon- 

tinued t o  f a l l  on the  wooded areas in the division sector. 350 yperite-fi l led 

77s and 105s h i t t i ng  the B o i s  do la Yarette between l l s45  and Sr00 aemo on t h e  

night of 4-5 July, and almost 200 HE gas shel ls  f a l l i ng  j u s t  east of Tuilerie 

de Triangle. 

31 men wounded, 119 gassed. 167 

and a surprise gas a t tack on Germen forces a t  1s Buisson, the  French returned 

t o  the  assault  cn Hill 204, which they had fa i led  t o  take the  day Vaux was 
168 captured. 4 a i n  they were repulsed. 

Casualties a t  6s00 asmo on the 5th mre reported a8 1 off icer  and 

On 5 July, preceded by a rear area bomberd-wnt 

In  t he  repr i sa l  shelling of the sector during the day of the 5th, HE 

and gas accounted for 2 off icers  gassed and wounded, 1 2  men wounded, and 27 

men gassad. lgg 

a d  midnight on 6 July when Ponneaux and the v i c in i ty  of Bourbelin were bom- 

barded with owr 400 blue oross shells, and 75 gas she l l s  h i t  the  Bois  de l a  

Marette. 

19 men gassed. 170 On the night of 7 July, approximately 650 gas shells, 

mixed w i t h  IIB and shrapnel, were f i red  into the Bois  de l a  Yarette, w i t h  

Further repr i sa l  for the French gas ome between 7830 p.me 

The next morning 38 men were reported wounded and 2 officers and 

167 
as a resul t  of mustard gas shell ing on the  ear ly  morning of the  5th. 

168 

SO1 86, 4-5 Jul; Jnl 0,  5 Ju l .  Spencer, I, 143, reports 88 casualt ies 

War Diary of 201st Inf Div, 6 J u l  (War Diaries 3). 

Jn l  0, 6 Ju l .  C f .  Telmessage, Cor s Schoeler t o  28th Div, lle50 pqmo, 
169 

6 Ju l  (Item 145-46, 6th Annex, W a r  Dii- do 'la Roohe NIf of Vaux 
and the vi l lage of Vaux were subjeoted toha ra s s ing  fire and blue cross gas 
b ombardmsnt s . " 
170 

SO1 88, 6-7 Jul;  Jn l  O,, 7 Jul ;  Div Order, 201st Inf Div, 5 J u l  (War  - D i C i 0 8  3 ) o  
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aux-Llon8 m d  8.m 10 Query, ten kllainoterr brok of the front. A t  the ume 

time dirision headquarters was m0F.d €Wm (klurrols lruI dorn t o  Champigny. 172 

Although *he 2nd Dldslon h d  piand no m w e  than a kklomter or two 

of terrrin in I t s  sonth of  fightiag, it Bad dom miam than its share to brake 

the ThM Oernn Prim, Uri it had loroml the e m  t rom the offsnslw t o  tho 

defenriva, frim o p e n r u i u e  t o  tnnah rrr~f’*re, jurt then he thought he had 

aOhie.nd I l . l u m . b i l 2 t y  

7 
801 89, 7-3 Jul; Jnl 0, 8 Jul. 

172 
Jnl 0. 9 Jul. 



ANALYSIS 

I Go- Art i l l e ry  Fire  

Beginning on 5-6 June, the  Summaries of Intelligence give, w i t h  a fm 

= exoeptions, t he  estimated mmber of enemy HE she l l s  ( a l l  calibers) fa l l ing  

on t he  lePt of  the  divieional seotor, the estimated number fa l l ing  o n  the  

right of the sector; and, only inaidentally and with many lapses, the  e&i-  

mated t o t a l  of gas she l l s  falling i n  the  en t i re  seotor. 

As of 7-8 July, the number of reoorded HE shel l  f a l l l ng  in the  left 

seotor sinoo 6 June t o t a l s  66, 675. and on the right,  120.0850 The grand 

t o t a l  of ID6 shol l  f i red a t  the  2nd Division therefore comes t c  185.760. 

The grand t o t a l  o r  recorded gas shel l  f i r ed  a t  the  Division is reported AS 

13,640 or 6$ of the  t o t a l  u t i l l e r y  shell.  173 

The gas shel l  f igure must be oonsidered minimal i n  v i m  of omlssiona 

Despite a German Corps Order of 22 June urging "eoon- in divisions1 data. 

q of bluo and green or088 mrmunition; the  use of ye l low oross only for  

d o f e n s ~ ~ ~ ~ "  (narrative. PO 

A t  t he  beginning of t h e  Third German Drive on 27 May (the Aisne offensivs), 

the Germans seem t o  have had large supplies of gas shell ,  for a oaptured 

order  of the 7th Army dated 8 May says t ha t  i n  oounterbattery and long range 

bonbardment, the r a t i o  of she11 was t o  be blue cross 70$, green w o s s  lo$* 

ID6 Z o $ o  

the  2nd Division was aware o f  no eoonomy. 

In the bmbardment of enemy positions, the r a t i o  in oreeping 

These are hasty oaloulations. The figures given i n  German accounts of 
gas shelling and oited in the  narrative have not been collated with the SO1 
figures. 
though the m i g h t  of yellow cross was by f a r  the  greatest. 

No ef for t  has been made t o  distinguish between kinds of gas, a1- 

= 63 - 



barrages would be blue oross W& ga.8 CIQSS 1% B8 bQ& uul in bax bar- 

raps th. r a t i o  would be b l w  orbss SOJ& green oross LO$, EIB 

aooountably, 

U a  

is 80 d l o n  i n t h l s  ordw of yellow oross &aso 

The Prosoh md Ameriarns rsst of  Chateau Phierry a t  no tias experienced 

mything l ike tho weighto of p s  f i r ed  in earlier boibwdmenttr against ttn 

Allies. In three rucaossirr nights, 11-14 M u &  1918, the  B r i t i s h  at Cmbrai, 

for -10, wre onrui toksd by aLarost lJ0,OOO p l l m  oross hel ls .  

mount of  gas in the Amorlorn motor  .sarsel Plapressfve t o  the foroes there, 

In a report, "Wemy 0.8 operatlone for t h e  Bnth af June 1918," Gapt. 8. C. 

(ioss, Fingoo CaO 1st Amy Corps, B July, he saidr 

cal  shel l  by the e a q .  it baing estimated t h a t  approrimately 50,OOO gas 
rha l l r  wra flrmd oa tha meters held by the Pira t  Corps units. 
attaoks rere madeo and 110 OhSaioal grenades warn reported. Yellow oross 1 
shells, oontainfng dlahlorethylusine and dichlormetfiyl ether were nerd for  
the first tW on our troope on June Srd in the  Boir  de Belleau. The only 
other new f . i k t ~  of intered waa the  inoreased urn of larger cal iber  end 
longer r a g a  pro jec t i l es  oontaining gasB i.eel oonsiderable numbers of L50 and 
210m shel ls  f i l l e d  with Yellor cross liquid and a fan containing phony1 oar-  
b y l m i m  ohlorid.- The ohr5bPls u.ad WM ohiel ly  p l l m  oross (diehlorethyl- 
sulphide), blue orose (diphenylohlorarsin) .pd green cross 1 (diphosgene md 
ahlorpiorin) .  176 

But the  

The sponth of Jnae has a h a n  oonsiderable Inorsass in t he  use of chemi- 

Eo projeotor 

Quoted in Victor Lnfeburo Riddle of t he  I(bfas (London, 1921 

maintained dur i  the adv- -8th Dio OrdW 
There  is ovidenne that the  

1521, lrsuod a? Juns, for th. p l m e d  attack 011 the  7th (It 
Annex, W u  Diaries Z), r i d  that all u t i l l e r  from X t o  I p l z f d  en- 
gage ho-lea and battle poaitfons &h blue cross; X plus 10 t o  I 

u b  far the  assaul+ wlth BE, with blue oross added 

HE in rounds of SO0 a s t e r s  a t  tenainute in te t ra ls .  Interdiatory fire w t h  T Of 
t o  X plus 60 a11 light and heavy howitzers would prmide  a ro l l ing  barr 

yellow oross was apparently ndt oonsidered For this attaok. 

~ % ? h ~ ~ ~ ~  - 1st 

lus  30 all uns would p 
!or t h e  firs& t e n  minutes =x o force the  enmy into masks; and from X plus 30 

175 

3 June rptd in the  l e t t e r  does not agree w i t h  e a r l i e r  reports ( s w  narrative, 
RD Hist-C11&Bm SO0 (W06J and GAF ( f O l  1.t C, 1st A). The gas a tk  Of 

p. 22). 
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Since t h e  U. 8 .  divis ions  of t h e  F i r s t  Cwps  i n  combat t h a t  month included 

t h e  1st. 2nd, 28th. and 42nd Divisions, and t h e  estimated number of gas s h e l l s  

f i r e d  at them, aocording t o  t h i s  report .  was 50,000, perhaps t h e  above t o t a l  

o f  13,540 s h e l l s  i n  t h e  2nd Division sec tor  is not grossly inaccurate. 

One s t a t i s t i c  for  t h e  period between 4 June and 8 J u l y  seems inoontro- 

ve r t ib l e r  

d a i l y  neoess i ty  for wearing t h e  gas mask, sometimes for prolonged periods at 

a t h e ,  unquestionably contr ibuted t o  t h e  progressive exhaustion of t he  2nd 

Division. 

i n  those  35 days t h e r e  were only four days free of  gas, 176 The 

The Casual t ies  of t h e  2nd Division 

The "Beoord of Casualties" compiled by t h e  2nd Division S t a t i s t i c a l  

Section, 177 giving de ta i l ed  figures for t h e  seven campaigns of t h e  d iv is ion ,  

ind ica te s  t h a t  over 78% of  t h e  t o t a l  gas c a s u a l t i e s  suffered during t h e  w a r  

ocourred i n  t h e  s ingle  month near Chateau Thier ry  and more than  32% of t h e  

t o t n l  c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  month were caused by gas#  

178 

CGO 3rd A, 8 Feb 19, subs 
33.6) 

177 

aQ a F ,  50 be 0 18. subs 

801, 6 Jun-8 Ju l ;  ltr, Capt Charles He Gorr i l l ,  Eng., COO 3rd AC t o  
Rpt on Gas Attacks (GAF-ZS and WD Hist-CWS-Box 300 

Records 8. Much of t h e  da ta  appears a l e o  i n  l tr  CG 2nd Div t o  ACS G3 
Opns i n f o  re 2nd Div (2nd Div Box 5, 11.4, and Box 

29, 33.6)e . 
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Total 0arurltl.r 
Offioerr Hen - 

Verdun.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12 
Chatem Thlarry... ......... 217 
Soisron6................... 154 
St. Mihiel................. 43 
Chunpag~.. ................ 209 
ArgoMO.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  97 
Yarbrah. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 

555 

826 
9660 
6780 
1690 
4766 
3202 

46 
zmm* 

0 . 8  oasualtie6 
Offioerr Yen 

4 319 
41 3111 
16 191 - 23 
12 212 

3 05 

- 

- - 
58m 

a - e  rT&m total aaoualties m y  be o q a r e d  w i t h  the f iyres  in t he  
(ISSO), p. 686, rhoring 11,748 Amy and 11.348 M W ~ M  KIA and N 
t o t a l  o f  23,094. Leonard P. Ayres .  The WW with Germany I 

E?? p ey Th-8, Hirtory o f  the  ASF (am York, 1920), p. 453, shows K I A  4742, 
RIA 27,872, for  a t o t a l  of 25,989 (810). 

The S t a t i r t l o a l  Beotion b r e a k d m  of oasualt ier  n t  Chateau Thierry 

A S t a t i s t i c a l  
(0, 1919), rhowr KIA 4419, HIA 20 ,657, f o r  n t o t a l  o f  25.076. 

sh0U.s 

Killed - 
3rd Brig 17 287% 
4th Brig 25 731 
2nd FA Brig - W 
2nd w 6 130 
4th MG Bn - 9 
Other a - 19 -- 

48 1212 

1 107 
1 s3 - 18 
- 6 4  - 2 - 12 

2 286 
- -  

Sewrely 
wounded 

15 400 
37 890 

2 61 
1 119 
- 7  - 18 

56 1483 
-- 

Slight ly  
w0und.d 

12 906 
47 2004 

2 16 
7 377 
1 20 
2 55 

71 3468 
- -  

T o t a l  - Gassed __. 

23 1394 68 3184 
16 1355 126 5073 - - 4 121 

2 273 16 953 - - 1 38 - 89 2 191 *- - 
41 217 9560 
- 

**On 11 Jun, the  16th Field Horp joined the 15th Field H0.p at Luzmay t o  take 
care of 2nd Dlr gassed nnd slok. 
gassed, 22 wounded, 45 she l l  oonauarion, 52 injured, 840 siok - a t o t a l  of 
3317. 
C(i 2nd San Tr ho CO 2nd Dlr, 24 Ebb 19, Ilubc 
t o  July 10, 1918. 

From 11 Jun-8 Jul, Luaanoytreated 2358 

Of Wow, 600 were returned t o  duty without further evaouation. (Ltr 
Rpt a f  Opni, Hed Dept, Pay 31 

In Yed Dept (2nd Dlv) Box 3411, f o l  13.) 
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This gas casual ty  t o t a l  of 3,152 i n  t h e  2nd Division while a t  Chateau 

The ldonthly Gas Casualty Re- Thier ry  i s  challenged by a number of reports .  

port ,  2nd Divlalon, for month ending 30 June, shows a t o t a l  of 1,993 gas 

oasual t ies ,  t o  rh ich  approxlmately 300 should be  added for 1-8 July.178 The 

Monthly @as Casualty Report, 1st Corps, for month ending 30 June, shows 

1,988 gas oasual t€es  fo r  the  2nd Division (with 3,135 for t h e  whole C 0 r p s ) o  

The Division 0 . 6  O f f l o e r  ln a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  Chief ,  CIRS, 8 February 2919, re- 

ported gas  oasua l t i e s  a t  Chateau Thier ry  as 1691, with t o t a l  b a t t l e  c a s u a l t i e s  

in all campaigns amounting t o  24,432, of which 3,160 were gas casual t ies .  

* 
179 

180 

This  discrepancy be t reen  t h e  f i g u r e s  of 3,111. 1,993 plus 300, 1,988 

p l u s  300, and 1,691 for t o t a l  gas  c a s u a l t i e s  suffered by t h e  2nd Division at  

Chateau Thierry oannot a t  t h e  moment be resolved. 

S t a t i s t i c a l  Section, 2nd Dlvision. t h e  gas c a s u a l t i e s  represent 32% of t c t a l  

casual t ies .  Accepting a medlan between t h e  twc Monthly Gas Casualty Reports 

(i.ee, 2,290), and the t o t a l  a a s u a l t i e s  reported by t h e  S t a t i s t i c a l  Section, 

t h e  gas c a s u a l t i e s  represent  23% of t he  t o t a l  o a s u a l t l e s  in the oampaign.181 

Accepting t h e  f igu res  of t h e  

178 
GAF-2C. Additional 300 based on J n l  0 r e p o r t s  f o r  t h e  period. 

179 

opns for Month o f  June 1918, previously oi ted,  which l i s t s  3,144 Corps oasual- 
t ies. 

180 

GAF-fol 1st C, 1st A. Here t o o  i s  r p t  of 9 J u l ,  CGO 1st AC, Enemy Gas 

C a p t  J.S. Craigue, Eng., sub8 Circ L t r  No. 89 (OAF-ZC and OD Aist-CWS- 
Box 300). H i s  breakdown of gas casua l t i e s  at  Chateau Thier ry  isr 3rd Brig, 
939; 4 t h  Brig, 561; 2nd FA Brig. 6 ;  2nd Eng. 62;  4 th  MC Bn, 86: others ,  48. 

181 

Casual t ies  i n  t h e  AEF (OAF, lOF7-18a), which r e p o r t s  t o t a l  b a t t l e  c a s u a l t i e s  
i n  AEF betaeen 15-30 June as 12,030 and t o t a l  gas c a s u a l t i e s  as 6,218. 

Cf. ltr G i l c h r i s t  Had D i r  CWS t o  C CWS, 18 Pug, sub; Battle and Gas 
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Using Btati.tioa1 Seotion figures again, we may say t h a t  enemy E 

a r t i l l e r y  flre (mtlmated ln  d i r i s i o l u l  records at  166,760 rounds), together 

r l t h  rifle, UahfM gun, p m d e ,  and mortar fire, i n  t ha t  month of oombat 

produoed 6,626 klllod, ~ m l p  wounded, and s l i gh t ly  rounded, while approxi- 

mately 15,640 gas ahollr (no 0th- gas nunitions were used) produoed 9,152 

gas casualties. Conparing the  BE a r t i l l e r y  shel l  alone, 29 she l l s  wore neces- 

s s r y t o  nohieve eaoh HE oasualty in the 2nd Division, whereas only 4.3 artil- 

le ry  gas she l l s  were required t o  aohlers a gas oasualty. 

n w e r  of gas bel l s  revsals tha t  7.2 shells ware sufffoient t o  produoe a 

gas casualty. 

Bwn doubling the 

The muoh-quoted letter of 26 June 1916 f’ronr Col. Paul B. Halone, oom- 

mander of the 2Srd Infantry, is of interest and p a r t i a l l y  corroborates the 

foregoing dataa 

total of  &out 865 oasualtlos sinoe 1 June. 
gar. The 3% oasualtiea wem produoed by firing not more Chan 4,000 gas 
shells,..Xt m u l d  therefom appear, roughly speaking, t ha t  t he  4,000 gas 
shol ls  h d  produood SS4 oasrul t les  while spproxlmately 116,000 shel ls  of 
other v u l e t i e r ,  mohlne gun fire. eto., had produoed the remaining 621 
oasualties....(Thus)the gas shell has been approximately nine times as ef- 
feotlve as sny other form of projeot i le  in produoing oasumes....The above 
data is i\lrni&od with t he  view of aaphaslsing onoe more the very great fm- 
portanae of .sourlq largo quant i t ies  o f  yperite r l t h  which t o  launoh a gas 
offenslm 

u t i l l e r y  fire of a11 kinds has produoed in t h i s  regiment a 
OPthew,  3% were produoed by 

ile mal t ln& the t h e  t o  come when a mobile offensive may be 
launohed. l@ 

If gas o a n u l t i e s  were not quite t h a t  disproportionate in the 2nd 

Division, theyrere still alarmingly high, and led t o  inoreased numbers of 

w u n i n g s  md ropeatad prasoriptlons o f  p a  defense prinoiples. As a 1st 

7 
Ltr t o  rpJ 2nd D i r  0-1, 26 JUZ~ 18, l u b r  U r n  of Oas (QAF-2S, 2nd Div 

Summaries; a l m  in t he  1st Div Bm 173, oorrespo NO. 99465, 



Corps Heavy Artillery memo was t o  say on 15 Julys 

oarunl t iea  from gas in t h i s  seotor  very g r e a t l y  outnumber those 
frem wounds...~All o-nderr of u n i t s  will personal ly  see t o  t h e  es tabl i sh-  
ment nnd maintenanoe of preventive m a a u r e s o o .  .These p resc r ip t ions  w i l l  be 
oarr led  nut r igorously;  i n  add i t ion  unit oommaaders w i l l  doubt less  f ind  
o ther  menm of ombat ing  t h l s  danger p e c u l i a r l y  appl icable  t o  t h e i r  own post-  
t l ons ,  and it 1 s  t h e i r  duty  t o  pu t  suoh into effeot with reference t o  higher 
au thor i ty  (1st C E m  36, 60.10). 

The 

Gas S h e l l  Fired by 2nd Division Artillery 

I n  a postwar repor t  by t h e  2nd Fie ld  A r t i l l e r y  Brigade, it was s t a t ed  

f i r e d  no gas s h e l l  at Chateau Thierry.le3 The 12th F.A. t h a t  t h e  12th P.A. 

reported t h a t  on 14-16 June, between l l r O O  porn. and 4r00 a.m., it f i r e d  

1,700 Frenoh No. 6 s h e l l s  (ool logni te  and opaci te ,  i o e u p  phosgene and s tannic  

ohloride).  

(yper i te )  

On J u l y  1, bet reen  lr00-5r00 porno, it f i r e d  6,000 No. 20 s h e l l s  

On 16 June, at  1frOO p-m.. t h e  17th FOAO (1SCmrm) f i r e d  50 No. 6 shel la ,  

on 2 Ju ly  at l O s O 0  porn. it f i r e d  10 No. 5 she l l s ,  and on 3 J u l y  it f i r e d  20 

NO. 5 shells, a l l  an "neu t rn l i r a t ion  f i r e  on h o s t i l e  bat ter ies ."  

s h e l l s  were f i r ed ,"  said t h e  17th FeAe Regimental Gas Off icer ,  "in an 

heriCar. o r  Al l i ed  attaak." 

"No gas 

This report is oonsiderably a t  variance, both in numbers and fillings, 

with 2nd Dlvislon repor t s  of t h e  gas  reprisal on 15 June (na r ra t ive ,  p. 

40). 

pears t o  agree with the  gas missions of 1-2 J u l y  (pp. 57-58). 

rw 
quested by err$ AEF (lrn Hist-CAS-Box 300, 33.6). 

. It does not mention t h e  gas shoot on 18 June (pp. 40-41). bu t  it ap- 

It i s  in even - 
3 Inda on ltr OC Arty AEF t o  CG 2nd FA Brig, 13 Jan 19, aubr 

A t  variance wi th  t h i s  report  i s  2nd Ind, MoKell, CO 12th FA t o  CO 2nd 

Info re- 

FA Brig. 29 J h  19 (WD H i s t  Box 300, 33.6, Use o f  Gas by 
1918. Battery F, 12th F& f i r e d  about 400 rounds of #17 
upon an a c t i v e  enemy battery and re su l t ed  in s i lencing  

I "On 25th June, 

m e  never heard from thereafter ."  
See narrative p e  - 69 - 





The Use of Gas a t  Belleau Wood 

Despite the numbers of gas casualt ies tha t  the 2nd Division was taking 

daily, t h e  fm erpressiona so far found of desire or intention t o  r e t a l i a t e  

me those in the Operations Report of  the 2nd Fob. Brigade and i n  General 

Maulin's letters and orders (pp. 3&3g, i n  the  2nd Division War Diary for the  

14th (p. 40), in Grant's l e t t e r  of the  15th (pp. 44-45), and in Col. Malone's 

Field Message of the 15th (pp. 36-37). 

The anonymous US history, "The Second Divi6ion a t  Chateau Thierry." 

has several pencilled connasats i n i t i a l l e d  by Col. Preston B r m ,  Division 

Chief of Staff. 

in p a r t ,  and y r e e d  with i t 8  oontents where he did not note an objeotion. 

The following has m penoilled oolrmentr 

It may therefore be presumed tha t  he read the YS, a t  l eas t  

It was decided on t he  9th of June t o  make another forward mow on the  
Bois de Belleau. It may be sa id  in B general way tha t  the  real way t o  deal 
with a posit lon of t h i s  sort waa by gas bombardment. The t o t a l  area of  the 
wood i a  small; it was isolated from the next supporting enemy position; and 
however strongly held with rifles and machine guns i t s  res i s t ing  power could 
haw been reduoed t o  almost nothing by a mustard preparation of a few hours. 
Bu t the  trouble was t ha t  there m s  no mustard gas available. 
had been rushed inp its a r t i l l e r y  had been gotten up some hours befcre In 
the same sort of scramble; and the  obtaining of any sort o f  munitions f o r  t he  
a r t i l l e r y  had come about merely through the  energy of the  command. The Divi- 
sion as a fighting unit  m a  not equipped f o r  dealing w i t h  t h e  problem of the  
Belleau wood. The thing hnd therefore resolved i t s e l f  i n t o  almost a s t ra ight  
infantry proposition, rhioh it rhould not have been.lB4 

The Divislon 

To these obeelwtions should be added tha t  of the Marine bat ta l ion oom- 

mander (p. 61) who said of the frustrated attaok o f  23 June on the Bcier 

"I know of Iu, other way of attacking these posit ions w i t h  chance of  success 

than the o m  attempted (id.,  rushing the  nests by combat groups) and 8m of - 
H i s t  Seo GS IIEF, PPris,  1918, p. 37 (2nd Div Box 8 ,  18.2). 
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t he  opinion tW idwrtry rloaw o m  dirl@d#(r tbo e"rry gwarn EM the  

nllotment of ypuite not urivmd at *he depot By tho 2&d? Or oeuld it, n t  

haoral Yaulln@r orders, be umd only i n  mpriaal? Yet on 1 July it *.a 

used in t he  a s u u l t  on Vaus. 

It ...as o l e u  that  t o  a k g e  erbellb b&k our own m d  enmy @ e l l -  

l ery  fire on t h o  Bois de Belleau m s  nom-6haMering b M  nen-onsunlty pro- 

ducing, the don60 ( I r a th  and boulder forautionr d t a r i p a t i q  mu& of the  m 
effeot. 

edgea. But r h o n t h e  southern aeotpr -(I matura$md, the  w a  bao.nn wholly 

untemble. Did the  0.m fomes not haw musfud gas e ~ ~ g h  t~ in terdict  

the  whole of hhe mod and h a p  it tha t  way while they n d r w d  dom i t 8  

sides? The roooras so far ammined give n@ olua. 

0.w gasaing of t he  rood ma m6trie%sd f o r  the  wrC p a d  $0 i t s  

An apparently re l iab la  h i r to ry  of tho 2nd Qirision sqya tha t  fo r  

several days .tter 1s-14 June, t he  &rmancl8 oould %hey ham iusfered strength 

enough. might hnm oooupied t h e  ont i re  Boia, wwpt f o r  the  garsed a t r ip  on 

t he  southern edge, evaouatd by the Muinrs. Tha WROd was f u l l y  wen t o  

them t o  tha  l e r t  nnd ~ e n r .  with 23rd Infantiy u a h i n e  g u m r e  only dong  the 

eastern edge, 

heavy fire, but t h e  opposing infantry foroes ware by then too spent, e i ther  

f o r  the  @ormaam t o  m i a e  t h e i r  opportunity or fo r  t h r  Amorionas t o  hmm op- 

p 0 aed t h r  . 

l a  it was, t h s  nrtilleryraen on b M h  sides oontinued t h e i r  

L 

\ 
Ultimately, it was the artillery tha t  crmashed the Germnns i n  

P 

- 72 - 



t h e  wood, leading t o  i t s  oapture on 25  June. 186 

sa id  t h a t  taking t h e  Bois m a  no job f o r  the  in fan t ry  might also have added 

t h a t  lt muld be a long and oos t ly  job f o r  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  as wal l .  

The Marine oommander who 

The Gas Disoipl ine o f  t h e  2nd Division 

It is a matter of stat ist ical  reoord t h a t  2nd Division c a s u a l t i e s  were .. t h e  highest  i n  the  AEF. It was t h e  second Amerioan d iv i s ion  t o  go i n to  00-1- 

bat,  but in i t s  137 days of f igh t ing  it took almost 5% more c a s u a l t i e s  than  

t h e  1st Division. 

t o  German aocounts of t h e i r  ac t ions  i n  t h e  assaul t ,  reokless  i n  oombat, and. 

i n  t h e  eyas of t h e i r  Gas Officers ,  oareless ,  t o  say  t h e  l eas t .  in t h e  oombat 

tone. 

Both i t s  Marine and In fan t ry  components were, according 

(isMra1 Order 79, GHQ, AEF, 2'7 May 1918, oal led  t h e  " a t t e n t i o n  of a l l  

ranks...to t h e  increasing importanoe of gas warfare," and t h e  stream of bul- 

l e t i n s  and memoranda from 5liQ and t h e  Gas Service t o  t h e  t roop oommands were 

designed t o  keep them alert  t o  t h e  progress of gas warfare and gas defense, 

The t r a i n i n g  and r e t r a i n i n g  of t h e  2nd Division i n  gas defense up t o  t h e  time 

it entruoked f o r  Chateau Thler ry  has a l ready been recounted (pp. 5-8. 

15). 

duct of t h e  t roops  under gas a t t a c k  a re  a l s o  recorded i n  t h e  na r ra t ive  (pp. 

10-12, 36, 53). 

187 

14- 

The reaot ions  of the  Gas Offioers of the  Division and Corps t o  t h e  oon- 

* Blue and green oross gas seems t o  have given r e l a t i v e l y  
D 

18 6 

Thierry," Everybody's Magazine, XL (Mar 1919), 19, seems t o  agree w i t h  t h i s  
verdict.. 

187 

18; Gas Service In te l l igence  Bu l l e t ins  first appeared in Maroh 180 See f i le  
of t hese  in HD Hlst-CWS-Box 298. 

' - Ibido, p. 69. General Bundy, in "The Second Division at Chateau 

Gas Service Intel Seo, Weekly Summaries of Information, began on 2 9  Jan 
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l i t t le  trouble, but to t he  end of t he  ooatpalgt~ t h e  and Division oould not 

prodlot t h e  roaotions Of i t r  troops t o  la&& ~IU. Itwt~ruoOtoru in de- 

fenre against mustud so- t o  haw b- ndquah, p.t t h e  

men ooutinued t o  forgetr in the rxoitemnt of babtle, the persistenoy and 

tmrioitg o f  the ngent. Uith the aad f o i l i a r i t y ,  gns sanultier m a  t o  

have beooms rooopted as, t o  name do-, uiavoidnble and inwitable. 

o f f l o w s  nnd 

The a h u y e  in nt t i tude f r a  enrlier atrioturos appears i n  tro reportis 

on t he  mustard at taok of 14-16 June. 

arid on 16 Junes 

Colonel Preston Brown, Chief Of Staff, 

The gas diroiplilm of the u n  is eXoellOnt, aod erery m had and u6ed 
The oasualt ier  wore l u g e l y  due t o  body burns, oaused by clothing h i t  mask. 

saturated w i t h  m u d u d  gar- 
it is reoognired thnt  t he  troops oooupied wooded and thiokly grasaed pori- 
t ions  whioh had t o  be held. 

The- re consider unavoidable onsunltier. when 

The evaouation of rounded, hoepita1 pervice, nnd general effioieuoy 
of  the  modion1 dopu tmnt  has been beyond o r i t i o i a  and hur beon juat a s  
r o l l  ar it oould hnw been done, in my opinion, in a o q 1 i o a t . d  sup prob- 
lOlU. 

A l l  g a s d  man wore p r a p t l y  bathed at t h e  drersing stations. t h e i r  
olothing tnken away nnd they  wore sent wrapped i n  blnnkats t o  t he  f i e l d  
hospitals. 

The approximnte znmber of ga6 oarun1tiei it 900, but it m u s t  be borne 
in m i n d  t ha t  the  division i r  under n oonstrnt nm3 violent bosrbsrQnsnt of 
gas and h i  explor iw of a11 oalibars, nifh gas nixed in w i t h  shel l  and 
shrapnel. lf8 
Several days la ter ,  Colonel 0ilohri.t reported t o  the Chief of Gas 8erviae, 

A E F S  

188 
Memo for  Col €I. 1. Oilohrlst (Hod Dqt-Znd DiwBm 3410, fol. 7 ) .  
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The general  gas d i s c i p l i n e  and nora le  of t h e  t roops  during t h e  bombard- 
ment was good. 
time fo r  t h e  adjustment of r e s p i r a t o r s ,  but  i n  l i e u  Of e x i s t i n g  condit ions -- 
a p i t o h  dark night,  exploding s h e l l s  on a l l  s ides,  heavy underbrush, expected 
a t t aok  from t h e  enemy, and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  t roops  were worn out from severa l  
days of inoessant  f igh t ing  during which t i m e  t h e y  had l i t t l e  or  no r e s t  -- they 
were i n  a &ate of phys ica l  depression and in f i t  condit ion for t h e  ao t ion  of 

poisonous gaseso 
t h e  ground, and during t h e  rush 

From a l l  accounts, proper gas alarms were sounded i n  ample 

Again, many were sca t t e red  throughout t h e  a r e a s  asleep on . and darkness a few of t h e s e  men were not a- - wakened in t i m e  t o  apply t h e i r  r e s p i r a t o r s o  

Some o f  t h e  men had t h e i r  r e s p i r a t o r s  knocked off by t h e  e x p l o s i m  of 
she l l s ,  c o l l i d i n g  with t r e e s ,  underbrush. e to .  Many were compelled t o  remove 
them i n  order  t o  see, s t i l l  othemremowd t h e  facepieces alone, and r e t a i n s ?  
t h e  mouthpieces and noseclip.  From a carefu l  study of a l l  condit ions connecto4 
w i t h  t h i s  gas a t tack ,  it is t h e  opinion t h a t  l i t t le,  if any, o r i t i c i s m  can be 
offered concerning t h e  ac t ions  of t h e  o f f i c e r s  and men during t h e  attack&189 

The high c a s u a l t i e s  following t h i s  a t tack ,  preventable or not, led  2nd 

Division headquarters  t o  issue a memorandum on 17 June, "Orders f o r  Gas De- 

fense -- Train ing  and Inspection." which said t h a t  all ranks whose d u t i e s  re-  

, 

quired them i n  t h e  danger zone would continue r e s p i r a t o r  d r i l l .  

would be worn a t  l e a s t  four hours p e r  week while normal d u t i e s  were performed. 

Respi ra tors  and gas equipment in t h e  d i v i s i o n  a rea  were t o  be inspected 

twioe each week by gas o f f i c e r s  nnd d a i l y  i n  t h e  alert zone by gas NWs. 

emphasized t h a t  t h e  only authorized gas maeks were t h e  B r i t i s h  and American 

S.BJL-'s. 

miles o r  more back of t h e  f ron t ;  

Respi ra tors  

It 

The Y2 mask wan t o  be c a r r i e d  only by labor  t r o o p s  s ta t ioned  f i v e  

t h e  French T i s s o t  mask w a s  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  

spec ia l  troops. 

l a  9 

The memorandm ooncluded with s tanding orders  on t h e  a c t i o n  

c 

L t r ,  Mod D i r ,  Gas Serv, 20 Jun 18, subr Rpt o f  Recent Gas Attack on . 2nd Dip ( ibid.)* - 
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t o  be taken by offioers end men during and a- n gaa n t t ~ & . ~ ~ ~  

Outside the  mrious at tack of 23-24 Juas, gas ouurlties in the 2nd 

Division afier 15 June ooourred dailya mngiw botissn 7 .ad 119 per dny, 

until  the division WM relieved on 8-9 July. They were aoasptad without 

oement 

The 8tra tegy at Chnteau T h i e q  

Yntthew B. Ridgewny, in h i s  recent memoirs. Soldier (Nem Yorkr Harper, 

1968, ppo 29. 97), hns snid t h a t  World War I -8 "a oonflict  nhich gaw t o  

his tory m n n y  prize examples of men's liws being thrown away against objeo- 

t i v e s  rhioh wure not worth the oost....a monument, f o r  all time, t o  the  in- 

f l ex ib i l i t y  of mili tary thinking i n  that  period." The stand of the 2nd 

Division west of Chateau Thierry wns such an example, i n  t ha t  the opponents 

slugged it out, regnrdless of  oosts, not so =oh for t a c t i c r l  reasons as 

for  reasons of m l l i t a r y  prestige. As a MS hi r tory  of t h e  2nd Division says8 

neither the  enemy 1101 1p. could urcept hnlf  posaession of so hiportant 
a posit ion as BoYrescherBois de Bellenu. 
merely taOtioalo 
the matter up w u l l  by snylng t h a t  the effeot  oa both M r i c u r  sad Go- 
morale d prestige, together w i t h  t h s  necessity of securing the objeotive. 
made the  oooupntion of the  Bois de Bellsau illlperativs; t o  t h i s  he might have 

b d  tho reasons for t h i s  were not 
A distinguished off ioer  writing from the  front,..summed 

190 
2nd D i v  BOX 33, 54.5. l& Corps m-0 O f  26 J u ~  (2nd D i v  BOX 35, 633.15) 

t ha t  defined t h e  gas danger zone a s  the  nren 1IE of line Lizy sur Ourcq-la 
Ferte sou8 Jounrre-Sablonnisres, and the  gas alert zone as the  area NE of 
Villers- le V~nb-Mar t igny-~uigny- la  Vois de Chotrl-la Croisette, including 
villages and bnttery positions in Coupru srrd Domptin. 

h e n  a f t e r  t he  cxrperienoe in June, gaa disolpline remained il problem. 
In mid-July, w h i l e  the 2nd Div wns in the  Soisaons seator, there was a report 
of "many instances o f  men going about without ' their respirators' both i n  t he  
danger zone and in  the  alert s o w o  "In one instanoe a M 8 j O r  and h i s  staff 
were found messing i n  a shel ter  withput their rsaplrators, the  respirators 
being ln  another shel ter  about f i f t y  feet  dis tant ;  t h i s  bat ta l ion headquarters 
was but a short distance f romthe front l ims and was i n  a good posit ion for a 
gas bombardment." Rpt of Visit...July 18 t o  23, by Lt Hewo Brom (AEF GHQ Box 
1727, fol P. Item 9. 6-5  Schools of the Line; cf. 2nd Div Box 85, 11.4, Bis t  
o f  2nd Engs pe  3). 
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added t h a t  a grave crisis in French i n t e r n a l  p o l i t i c s  mnde it equal ly  easen- 
t i a l  t h a t  no aerlous risk should be incurred, and ye t  t h a t  a succesa should 
be won0191 

The Oenuans agreed on t h e  p r e s t i g e  element. Por on 8 June they  saidr  

Should t h e  herioans on our f ron t  ga in  t h e  upper hand only temporar i ly ,  
t h i s  may have t h e  most unfavorable inf luence on t h e  morale of t h e  Entente and 
on t h e  oontinuat ion of t h e  w a r o  

t h a t  un- 
important woods or v i l l a g e  but rather with t h e  quest ion as t o  whether l lngle 
knerioan propaganda, t h a t  t h e  v d i o a n  &my i s  a matoh o r  even super ior  t o  

b I n  t h e  f igh t ing  which now confronts  us  we 
~ are not oonoeraed about t h e  ocoupation o r  non-occupation of t h i s  or 

c 

t h e  0.m. W i l l  be ~uOo*8~fUlo 

A m  w i l l  t h e  beriaan t roops  oonduct themselves i n  a major offensive7 
Therein lay  the  real signlf ioance of t h e  combat for Belleau 

In t h i r  b a t t l e  for promtigo. t h e  Ournuns were perpe tua l ly  astonished 

by t h e  willingness of t h e  Amerioans t o  accept high caaual t iea .  

a l r o  oonfronbed with t h e  t a s k  of explaining t h e i r  loss of p o s i t i o n s  despi te  

those casual t ies .  

demio gas sickness among their troops, brought on i n  p a r t  by exhaustion and 

t h e  Frenoh war gasseee 

Corps C O n t a  i tself  shared t h e  blnme for t h e i r  misfortunes. 

t h e  87th Dlvislon reported t h a t  on r e l i e v i n g  t h e  28th Division he a t  onoe 

repai red  t h e  fatal  error of t h a t  division.  by organir ing h i s  fo rces  in 

depth. But it was too  late. 

They were 

Ini t ial ly,  muoh of t h e i r  t rouble  was ascribed t o  t h e  epi-  

Later. t h e  t a c t i c a l  d i spos i t ion  and performance of  

The oo-nder of 

19 1 
The Second Division at Chateau Thierry (2nd Div Box 77)* 

Daily Rpt, 28th Div Ht (Item 164, 1st Annex, War Diaries 2) .  

T r  of monograph, Ernst Otto. The Fighting f o r  Belleau Wood, p. 2 (2nd 

c 
142 

L 
193 

Div Box 31, 33.9). 
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-om Jum 20 t o  24 t h e  h e r i o a n r  m$tw&d *he bnttrllon locutad i a t h e  
wood a t o t n l  of 15 times with #trow pstrols,  in strength up t o  tro entire 
compmies~ &oh ti- the  8tt.sk a o l l q w d  in f r o a t  of our llm8 with wry 
hoary lossos....The attaokr i d t i a l l y  took p l a w  entirely mibhout prepnration; 
next, 8uppO&.d by surprise rifle e?encde fire, rad t h o n r l h h  pu lur l ly  in- 
creasing artillery box bnrrage l i re &. in t h e  end, w i t h  the  Wench par t ioi -  
patin+..& 1011s peno (on 2 5  Jum, t h e  1s 4.u) anly r0)DI)pllts of the  five 
(hrmnn) participating aompaaies ware left. !ti4 

operations report  t o  the Oerman Highest C o l a a n d  raids "An angageaent i n  

Belleau Wood is a t y p i o r l  nrample proring tha t  the r i g i d  unyielding 

holding o f  terrain, par t icular ly  in W o r t i f i e d  positions. a l r rys  aoans a 

beginning aaoompaaied by heavielf casual t ier  and p to rn l ly to rmina t ing  in 

failure." There oamal t iea  rorultod, the  repoPt we& en. beaaum the front 

line had been established as the amin line of rosi&ance and owbat forces 

without f l e l d s  of fire had been marsod on t h e  north edge of Belleau 

Prom the heriaan point  of v i a ,  t he  explrrution o f  the  operation was 

simple. The Frenah o r d a  of 3 JUM. t ha t  t he  2nd Division hold its posit ions 

before the admoing OIrrnuu "8t a l l  coat#,* had bem obeyed. Bo moord has 

been found while preparing t h i a  roport t ha t  t h e  order mi emr questioned i n  

aw naye 

gas seems ewr t o  ham boon offered as a qual i f ioat ion of the  operation. The 

French mre skaptioal of the  flghting qua l i t i e s  o f  t he  ituxperienoed h e r i c a n  

troops. The 2nd DiTiBiOn, advanaing in the  attack in squad aolwngs, uas de- 

termined t o  prom its a b i l i t y t o  t n h  it. The t r o  ki loas te rs  of terrain won 

Hot e-n the innbi l i ty  t o  r e t a l i a t e  i n  equnl v o l w  r i t h  HB o r  w i t h  

- 
Mnj Oen Feldtkeller, Report Conaerning tb C-at in  Belleau Hood, 29 

JUU (It- 77-78, llsr Diaries a). 

195 

81th I d  Div Rpts. Uar Mnries 3).  
Opns Rpt, CofS Hq Army coup @Orman Crrnn Prince, 8 Jul  (Item 76 ,  
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by the troops of the 2nd Division in those t h i r t y f i v e  days o f  combat mre 

aahlewd in spite of the  efforts, at  one time and another, of elements of 

ton  Oerman divirions t o  keep them from it. 

Q 

F 
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