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INFORMATION PAPER

SUBJECT: Transporting Wolverine System

1. PURPOSE:  To eliminate confusion regarding the transportability of the Wolverine System.
2. Points of clarification.
a. A joint effort of Product Manager Wolverine, Program Manager Heavy Tactical Vehicles, and SEI (contractor for the M1000 trailer), the Wolverine can be transported safely utilizing the M1000 trailer.  A Technical Bulletin was validated and verified to that effect and can be found in future distribution. 

b. The Wolverine Heavy Assault Bridge is a divisible load.  The chassis travels on one trailer, the bridge on another.  With bridge on the Wolverine chassis, the center of gravity is higher than M1 Abrams and causes the trailer to bottom out on turns.  As a divisible load, there is no problem. 
c. The Wolverine chassis utilizes the same tie down points as an M1A2 SEP chassis but due to the length of the laying arm and must be backed up on the trailer prior to tie down. 
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d. The bridge in “regular width configuration” can be packaged launched directly on to the M1000 trailer or lifted by crane.  Dunnage (lumber) must be applied on the trailer prior to loading as indicated in the TB 55-5420-232-10-1.  The bridge, tied down according to the procedures outlined in the TB, is a secure load and will not move.  There is significant overhang over the rear of the trailer that requires a light bar set to be mounted.  The Wolverine unit provides the light bar set, power cables, and dunnage.  (Light bar sets, power cables are/will be issued to unit from PM Wolverine). The HERCULES should not be used because the bridge will make contact with the HERCULES’s chassis when lifted in “regular width configuration” 
e. The bridge, in “reduced width configuration”, is lifted by a 12 ton or greater crane onto the M1000 trailer.  The tie down points in the front of the bridge are indicated in the TB.  The rear of the bridge will utilize the Bridge BII's two chains and chain binders to secure the bridge on the trailer.  The dunnage and the light bar requirements remain.  When loading on the M1000 trailer, the HERCULES should not be used because the bridge in “reduced width configuration” cannot be centered properly on the trailer due extended wheelbase of the M1000 trailer in relation to fixed offset distance of the HERCULES boom.
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f. The bridge, in “reduced width configuration” can be lifted by the HERCULES or 12 ton (or greater) crane onto the M872 trailer.  Dunnage requirement remains per the TB.  The bridge is secured with 4 chains and two chain binders. The lightbar requirement goes away because there is less than a 43-inch overhang over the rear of the bridge. 
[image: image7.jpg]


[image: image8.jpg]



[image: image9.jpg]


[image: image10.jpg]



g. The bridge in “regular width configuration” can be packaged launched directly or lifted utilizing a 12 ton (or greater) crane onto the M872 trailer.  Dunnage requirement remains per the TB.  The bridge is secured with 4 chains and two chain binders.  There is less than a 43-inch overhang over the rear of the bridge; therefore, the lightbar requirement goes away.  The HERCULES should not be used because the bridge will make contact with the HERCULES’s chassis when lifted in “regular width configuration”.
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3. These procedures have been demonstrated at YUMA Proving Grounds, Aberdeen Proving Grounds, and at Fort Hood.  

4. Please contact MAJ Gary Hallinan, 810-574-4184, DSN 786-4184 or email hallinaj@tacom.army.mil if there are any remaining questions about the transportability of the Wolverine System.
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