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In the last Engineer Bulletin, I 
addressed the ongoing improvements 
occurring in both leader and 

technical training at the institutional 
level. I am happy to report that due to the 
extraordinary efforts of our Directorate 
of Training and Leader Development 
(DOTLD) experts and the United 
States Army Engineer School (USAES) 
Commandant, the expansion of the 210A 
Warrant Officer Basic Course (WOBC) 
from 12 weeks to 26 weeks was approved 
by TRADOC! This will help bridge the 
technical competency gap created under 
modularity and FM 3-0. Our 210A WO1s 
not only will have the depth of knowledge 
in one technical area but also will be armed with a breadth 
of knowledge across three critical engineer areas—survey 
and design, vertical construction, and the fundamentals 
of electrical systems and design. DOTLD is aggressively 
pursuing rapid course development through contract and 
organic staffing, hiring of term instructors, and securing 
facilities and equipment upgrades to ensure that the 
course is ready for an early FY 2012 rollout.

In addition to the approval of the expanded 210A WOBC, 
the development of the 210A and 215D Warrant Officer 
Staff Courses, Phase 3, Technical Phase, is well underway. 
Led by CW4 Angel Martinez, CW4 Phil Mowatt, and 
CW3(P) Shawn Curtis, the initial Critical Task Selection 
Board and technical training courses were conducted in 
September. Both the WOBC expansion and the WOSC 
Phase 3 development are in concert with the USAES 
Campaign Plan since they directly support Decisive Points 
2-9 and 2-12, Lines of Effort No. 2, and Lines of Engineer 
Support – Enable Expeditionary Logistics and Capacity. 
Not familiar with the USAES Campaign Plan? Log on to 
<http://www.wood.army.mil/wood_cms/usaes.shtml>, 
and then click on the Engineer Regiment Campaign 
Portal icon on the right pane of the webpage. You’ll need 
to log on with your CAC or your AKO password. Read 
the commandant’s message and review the attached 
PowerPoint presentations.

In engineer assignment officer news, CW4 Jerome 
Bussey has replaced CW4 Lee Morris, who was the first 
210A to manage engineer warrant officers since the 
warrant officer division was abolished. We wish him well 
as he returns to the operational Army as a division staff 
officer and welcome CW4 Bussey as he tackles the myriad 
issues affecting engineer warrant officer assignments.

One major issue affecting Army 
warrant officers is the lack of attendance 
at professional military education (PME) 
courses. We are no exception, with only 
48 percent of our engineer population 
attending the Warrant Officer Advanced 
Course and only 44 percent attending 
the Warrant Officer Staff Course. We 
can and must do better. While there may 
be legitimate reasons why officers are 
not attending critical PME courses—
backlog and deployments, to name 
two—many officers avoid the courses 
on purpose. Expect your assignments 
officer to aggressively push to improve 
attendance figures. The Army is studying 

the problem, and in addition to clarifying the latest version 
of DA PAM 600-3, consideration is being given to making 
PME in the Active Army mandatory for promotion under 
AR 350-1. One last thought on attending PME courses—At 
some point, promotions will slow down; not attending PME 
courses will become a negative discriminator on future 
promotion boards. More to follow as the DA G-1 analyzes 
the issue.

The next engineer warrant officer accessions board 
will be held from 1–15 January 2010. We are still hiring 
for both utilities operation and maintenance technicians 
(210A) and geospatial information technicians (215D). For 
commanders and warrant officers in the field, when asked 
for a letter of recommendation, I urge you to only recommend 
your best NCOs for the warrant officer program. If NCOs 
are competitive for the SFC board, they will be competitive 
for the warrant officer board. For more information about 
the upcoming board or how to become an engineer warrant 
officer, log on to the Army recruiting website at <http://
www.usarec.army.mil/hq/warrant>.

In October, CSM Wells and I visited Fort Polk to partici-
pate in an awards ceremony honoring outstanding Soldiers 
from the 46th Engineer Battalion. I was proud to present 
CW2 Anthony Jellison with the Active Army Engineer 
Warrant Officer of the Year award: Truly an amazing 
performance by this engineer warrant officer. For infor- 
mation about the engineer awards program, go to 
<http://www.wood.army.mil/doimspt/phamphlets/ 
htm>. I will be visiting many Army installations in the 
coming months, including Fort Belvoir, Fort Bragg, Fort 
Hood, Fort Knox, Fort Lewis, Fort Rucker, Fort Stewart, and 
Schofield Barracks. I look forward to seeing many of you as 
I travel across the country. Until then, stay safe. Essayons!


