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Clear The Way 

Maggie and I are thrilled and 
thankful to return to Fort Leonard 
Wood, Missouri. We are honored, 

privileged, and humbled to be joining such 
an effective and enthusiastic team! I thank 
and honor Major General Jack Sterling and 
his wife Cathy for their great service and 
for providing such an excellent transition. 
On behalf of the entire Regiment, we wish 
the Sterlings all the best in their new senior 
leader role in Korea. I also acknowledge, 
honor, and thank each of my predecessors 
in this job – great leaders whose tremendous 
vision, work, and shoulders continue to 
carry us today and into the future.

One of the keys to success within 
our Regiment is effective communication. I welcome and 
encourage members of the Regiment to provide direct 
feedback and recommendations to me and my staff that will 
help improve our Regiment and Army. I greatly value your 
input, and am wholeheartedly and passionately committed to 
being an advocate for our Regiment. I can be most effective 
with your support and feedback. 

As you know, our Regiment is ascending from “the trough” 
of Transformation, to include addressing engineer support 
within the brigade combat teams (BCTs). An awesome amount 
of work has been done to ensure that we are providing effective 
engineer support to the Force. We have an exceptional team of 
leaders involved who are absolutely the right people to work 
this challenging business. Please trust in them, as do I, to do 
the very best possible in support of our Regiment and Army. I 
ask for your patience and commitment as we realize the effects 
of Engineer Transformation, especially within the engineer 
force pool over this next year.

I ask for the support of commanders and leaders to ensure 
that we maximize development, training, education, and career 
progression opportunities for our Soldiers and leaders, despite 
the demands of ongoing operations. It is imperative that we 
invest in them now to ensure our success both now and in the 
future. Last quarter, we announced the addition of the Explosive 
Ordnance Clearance Agent (EOCA) Course to Fort Leonard 
Wood. The first course graduated on 21 December 2007. The 
Soldiers who attend this four-week course are awarded the E8 
Additional Skill Identifier (ASI), in recognition of their critical 
skills and knowledge. I very much recognize and appreciate 
the challenges that leaders and commanders face as they 

prepare and care for Soldiers and Families 
about to deploy. My goal, and that of the 
entire Engineer School, is to assist you in 
developing and training your Soldiers. We 
are committed to doing all we can to help 
you achieve this end. 

Recently, I had the privilege of 
recognizing one of our outstanding 
engineer Soldiers, the late Corporal Kory 
D. Wiens and his specialized search 
dog (SSD), Cooper (K-154), who made 
the ultimate sacrifice in defense of our 
great nation. The team deployed to Iraq 
on 31 December 2006 in support of 
Multinational Division–Central. They 
saved numerous coalition and Iraqi lives 

by detecting explosives and materials for manufacturing other 
improvised explosive devices (IEDs). Kory and Cooper were 
killed by an IED while performing a dismounted patrol on 
6 July 2007 in Muhammad Sath, Iraq. The Kory D. Wiens 
Veterinary Hospital and Dog Kennel was dedicated at Fort 
Leonard Wood on 4 December 2007. It will provide current and 
future engineer canine handlers with state-of-the-art facilities 
to support our teams. The facility provides 36 new kennel runs 
for the dogs, making it the largest kennel in FORSCOM.

As we fight today’s wars, I request that you capture your 
unit histories, AARs, lessons learned, exit interviews of key 
leaders, and other important documents and send them to Dr. 
Larry Roberts at our Engineer History Office. This historical 
record is crucial to our learning and improvement.

 As we begin the new calendar year, I ask each of you for 
your renewed emphasis on Safety. Sadly and inexcusably, 
Soldiers, Civilians, and Family members of our Army are 
injured and killed in circumstances that are entirely avoidable. 
It is incredibly disheartening to know that members of our 
team are injured or killed due to not wearing seatbelts, driving 
at reckless speeds, using cell phones while operating motor 
vehicles, and driving under the influence. Collectively, we 
can reduce and eliminate our injuries and losses and redirect 
the available time to celebrating the service, sacrifice, and 
achievements of our people. THINK SAFETY – PLEASE!!!

Our deployed Soldiers, Civilians, and their Families are 
always in our thoughts and prayers. Thank you all for your 
service and sacrifice. 

ESSAYONS! Army Strong!


