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Dear member of the 84th Chemical Battalion family,

Taking care of the Hellfire family is a mission-essential task!  The Hellfire family includes our students and their families, our instructors/cadre and their families, and our loved ones, both here and back home. You’re part of that family and I’d like to ask you to help make our family better.  

One of my first priorities in taking care of the Hellfire family is the battalion’s family readiness group (FRG) (previously referred to as family support group).  That’s the reason I’m sending you this note.  We need your help!  Right now, we’re just trying to get things going again after the change of commanders and summer vacation.  I hope to make our FRG an active and vital part of our battalion.  

FRGs should do just a few things – welcome new families, provide information, and provide social and emotional support.  All of those goals rely on communication.  This note is our first step in improving that communication between you and me.

A few weeks ago, I asked several of our military members and their spouses to participate in a planning session to set some goals for the FRG.  We all thought that the first goal should be communication – getting the word out about the FRG and what it can do for all of us.  Part of communication is getting our phone trees set up.  We’ve started doing that and I’ve included those in this note.

So what can you do to help?  Tell us what you want.  What can the FRG do that will help you and your family?  

You can also consider helping out with the FRG.  Small things like supporting our FRG functions or attending an FRG meeting.  Bigger things like volunteering your time and talent to the FRG team – fund raising, social planning, welcoming new families, contributing to newsletters, whatever you’d like. 

Michele and I are excited about being here at Fort Leonard Wood and being part of this great organization.  Clearly we’re among a great group of soldiers and families.  I hope you’ll consider becoming an active part of the Hellfire family.

Please call me at 596-0131 x62414.

Lieutenant Colonel, Chemical Corps

Commanding
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